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WASHINGTON: Boxing legend Marvin Hagler, the
undisputed middleweight champion from 1980 to 1987,
died on Saturday at age 66, his wife said. In a posting on
the famed fighter’s Facebook page, Kay G. Hagler said her
husband passed away at the family home in Bartlett, New
Hampshire.

“I am sorry to make a very sad announcement. Today
unfortunately my beloved husband Marvelous Marvin
passed away unexpectedly at his home here in New
Hampshire,” she wrote. “Our family requests that you
respect our privacy during this difficult time.”

“Marvelous” Marvin Hagler fought from 1973 to 1987
and delivered some of the epic bouts in a golden era of
the sport, finishing with a record of 62-3 with two drawn
and 52 knockouts. The southpaw’s most heralded triumph
came in a 1985 matchup at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas
against Thomas “Hitman” Hearns that lasted only a tick
over eight minutes but was regarded as a classic that
became known simply as “The War.”

After a first round filled with power punches in which
Hearns suffered a broken right hand, Hagler suffered a cut
to the head early in the second. A ringside doctor exam-
ined Hagler in the third round and the fight went on.
Hagler wobbled Hearns with a powerhouse right and sent
him to the canvas moments later, Hearns rising only to
collapse into referee Richard Steele’s arms.

Hagler won the World Boxing Council and World
Boxing Association middleweight titles in 1980, stopping
Britain’s Alan Minter in the third round at London’s
Wembley Arena, and added the International Boxing
Federation’s inaugural title in 1983.

Hagler defended the undisputed crown 12 times,
including a 15-round unanimous decision victory over
Panama’s Roberto Duran in 1983 and his final triumph, an
11th-round knockout of unbeaten Ugandan John Mugabi
in 1986.

“Marvelous Marvin Hagler was among the greatest
athletes that Top Rank ever promoted,” legendary US
promoter Bob Arum said. “He was a man of honor and a
man of his word, and he performed in the ring with unpar-
alleled determination.”

“He was a true athlete and a true man. I will miss him
greatly,” Arum added of Hagler, a member of the mid-
dleweight division’s “Four Kings” of the 1980s along with
Hearns, “Sugar” Ray Leonard and Duran. Former fighter
and legendary trainer Freddie Roach said Hagler visited
Roach’s hometown to watch one of his fights.

“Marvin Hagler came to my fight in Boston,” Roach
wrote on his social media account. “I appreciated what he
said to me after my fight.  Rest In Peace, my friend.
Condolences to the Hagler family. Thank you Marvelous
Marvin Hagler for all you gave to boxing.”

Over a decade from 1976 to 1986, Hagler went
unbeaten with 36 wins and a draw. Named Fighter of the
Year in 1983 and 1985 by the Boxing Writers Association
of America, he was named Fighter of the Decade in the
1980s by Boxing Illustrated. He carried a 16-fight win
streak into what proved to be his final fight, a showdown
with Leonard in 1987 at age 32.

Leonard, coming off three years of retirement at age
30, captured a controversial 12-round split decision and
launched his return to the ring as Hagler - angered by the

scoring — bid farewell. After stepping out of the ring,
Hagler pursued acting in Italy and a career as a boxing
commentator. He was inducted into the International
Boxing Hall of Fame in 1993.

Sports streaming service DAZN honored Hagler with a
10-count salute during a boxing card in Dallas, Texas, on
Saturday night. “Rest in eternal peace the Marvellous One!”
said promoter Eddie Hearn. Famed ring announcer Michael
Buffer was devastated by the news of Hagler’s passing.

“I am crushed at the news that MARVELOUS MAR-
VIN HAGLER has passed away!” Buffer wrote on social
media. “He was-in his prime-POUND4POUND-the best,
going 11yrs in 38 fights w/o defeat! He dominated the
MW division 4 a decade! 62 wins/52KOs-3 losses R.I.P.
4EVER CHAMPION-4EVER REMEMBERED.” — AFP
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Abu Dhabi-owned
Mumbai City
win first title
NEW DELHI: Mumbai City have clinched their
maiden Indian Super League title just over a year
after being taken over by the owners of English
Premier League giants Manchester City. India mid-
fielder Bipin Singh scored a 90th-minute winner to
edge out three-time winners ATK Mohun Bagan 2-
1 in the final played behind closed doors in Goa on
Saturday.

The Sergio Lobera-coached Mumbai, who had
already qualified for the AFC Champions League
by finishing top of the regular-season standings,
became just the second team to complete the dou-
ble by going on to win the four-team finals .
Bengaluru FC first achieved the feat in 2019.

The Abu Dhabi-controlled City Football Group
took a majority stake of the Indian club in
November 2019 to add to their stable of seven oth-
er clubs, including Manchester City, who have won
the Premier League four times since they were
bought by the company in 2008. City Football
Group’s majority shareholder is Abu Dhabi United
Group, the investment company owned by Sheikh
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, a member the Abu
Dhabi royal family.

Ranbir Kapoor, a Bollywood actor, and Bimal
Parekh, a fund manager for Bollywood stars, also
own a 35 per cent stake in Mumbai, who joined the
Indian Super League when it began in 2014. All 11
Indian Super League teams were confined to sepa-
rate biosecure ‘bubbles’ for the seventh edition of
the tournament played across three venues in Goa
because of the coronavirus pandemic.  —AFP

MONACO: In this file photo Ex professional boxer Marvin Hagler of the US waves to supporters before the
Gennady Golovkin of Kazakhtan versus Japan’s Nobuhiro Ishida middleweight WBA boxing match, on
March 30, 2013 in Monaco. — AFP

Bottas turns F1
testing on head
SAKHIR: Valtteri Bottas set the fastest time on the
second day of pre-season testing in Bahrain on
Saturday while world champion teammate Lewis
Hamilton said there “was no point being worried”
despite spinning off the dusty Sakhir circuit. Bottas
clocked 1min 30.289sec off 58 laps in his Mercedes,
24 hours after finishing the opening day at the bot-
tom of the time charts due to a gearbox problem
that restricted him to just six laps.

Seven-time world champion Hamilton, who was
down in 10th place on Friday, was 15th on Saturday.
Only four-time champion Sebastian Vettel, in his
first season with Aston Martin after leaving Ferrari,
was slower. Hamilton suffered a rare spin in the
morning session before Bottas took over driving
duties under the lights in the afternoon.

“It’s very gusty, as I found out into Turn 13. The
rear doesn’t feel particularly great but we are trying
to find the sweet spot,” said the Briton. “It’s day two
of testing so we’re just focused on understanding
the car so there is no point being worried just yet.”

Pierre Gasly, in an AlphaTauri , was second
fastest, ahead of McLaren’s Lance Stroll. Vettel, like
Hamilton, preferred to shrug off the trials of testing,
insisting March 28, the date of the opening race in
Bahrain , is  the key performance indicator.
“Unfortunately, we did not have a very productive
morning,” said Vettel. “It’s a long season (23 races)
and I am sure that everything will be fine.”

Another  former  wor ld  champion Fernando
Alonso also took to the track after two years away.
The Spaniard was 10th fastest after completing 128
laps in the Alpine car. Making it to the Gulf is an
achievement in itself for the 2005 and 2006 world

champion who is competing with two titanium
plates in his upper jaw following a cycling accident
last month. “He is in great shape, he is sharp,” con-
f i rmed Alpine execut ive d irector  Marcin
Budkowski. —AFP

‘Voice of Formula
One’ Murray Walker
dies, aged 97
LONDON: Murray Walker, the British broad-
caster regarded as the ‘Voice of Formula One’,
has died aged 97. Walker, who served in the
Second World War, became a Formula One
icon during more than 30 years as a commen-
tator for the BBC and ITV.

Known for his passionate vocal style while
commentating, he reported on his first Grand
Prix for BBC radio at Silverstone in 1949.
Walker became a full-time F1 commentator in
1978 and only hung up his microphone when
he retired in 2001 after a 52-year broadcast-
ing career.

“So sad to hear of Murray’s passing. I
remember growing up hearing your voice over
the races,” said seven-time world champion
Lewis Hamilton. “You made the sport so much
more exciting and captivating. The iconic
voice of our sport and a great man, thank you
for all you did, you will never be forgotten.
Rest in peace.”

From James Hunt’s 1976 championship tri-
umph over Niki Lauda at a rain-lashed Fuji, to
Ayrton Senna’s intense rivalry with Alain Prost
and Nigel Mansell’s 1992 title glory, Walker’s
voice was synonymous in the UK with some of
F1’s most memorable moments.

When Britain’s Damon Hill took the che-
quered flag at Suzuka to win the Japanese
Grand Prix and become world champion in
1996, an emotional Walker said during his
commentary: “I have got to stop because I
have got a lump in my throat.”

Walker graduated from Sandhurst’s Royal
Military College and went on to command a
Sherman tank in the Battle of the Reichswald
in World War Two. He left the Army after the
war and eventually joined the BBC, where he
was handed commentating duties after an
explosion of interest in Formula One following
Hunt’s 1976 triumph. Walker battled health
problems in his later years. He was diagnosed
with a form of lymphoma during tests in hos-
pital after he suffered a fall while on holiday
when he was aged 89.

F1 led the tributes to Walker on social
media, tweeting: “We are immensely sad to
hear that Murray Walker has passed away. His
passion and love of the sport inspired millions
of fans around the world. He will forever be a
part of our history, and will be dearly missed.”

McLaren, Britain’s most successful F1 team,
said: “Like millions of F1 fans, all of us at
McLaren are deeply saddened by the news
that Murray Walker has passed away. “He
brought our sport to generations by sharing
his passion and knowledge with humor and
humility. Our thoughts are with all who had
the fortune to know him.”

Murray attracted a legion of fans for both
his knowledge of the sport and colorful, ver-
bal slip-ups which formed part of his legacy.
Amongst these were: “There’s nothing wrong
with  the  car  except  i t ’s  on  f i re” , “Now
excuse me while I interrupt myself”, “I’m
ready to stop my start watch” and “Unless
I’m very much mistaken... I am very much
mistaken!” — AFP

SAKHIR: Mercedes’ Finnish driver Valtteri Bottas drives during the second day of the Formula One (F1)
pre-season testing at the Bahrain International Circuit in the city of Sakhir on Saturday. —AFP


