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News in brief

Coalition strikes Houthi rebels 
 
RIYADH: The Saudi-led coalition in Yemen said 
yesterday it had launched air strikes in support of 
pro-government forces battling a quickening 
Houthi rebel advance on the northern city of 
Marib. The move came after a drone strike 
sparked a fire at a Riyadh oil refinery Friday, in an 
attack claimed by the Houthis. The official Saudi 
Press Agency said the campaign was designed to 
“thwart the Houthi militia’s attempt to advance 
towards Marib in Al-Kasrah”. — AFP 

Qatar minimum wage for all 
 
DOHA: A minimum wage of $275 a month came 
into force for all workers in Qatar yesterday. The 
minimum became mandatory for all newly signed 
contracts from Aug 30, and will now also be com-
pulsory for existing employment agreements. It 
requires that all workers, including domestic staff, 
be paid at least 1,000 riyals for a month of fulltime 
work. Employers are also required to either provide 
bed and board, or an additional 800 riyal a month 
allowance for food and accommodation. — AFP 

Record new COVID cases 
 
MANILA/MUMBAI: New coronavirus infections 
in the Philippines hit a record high on Friday as 
pandemic restrictions were tightened in the capital 
to combat the resurgence in cases. Daily new infec-
tions in the country hit 7,103 - the highest since the 
start of the crisis - with most of the active cases in 
Manila. Meanwhile, India’s wealthiest state 
Maharashtra and its capital Mumbai recorded on 
Friday the most daily coronavirus cases since the 
pandemic began. Maharashtra reported a record 
25,833 new cases, with financial capital and 
megacity Mumbai logging 2,877. — AFP 

Biden stumbles on steps 
 
WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden on 
Friday lost his footing and tripped multiple times 
while walking up the steps to Air Force One. The 
American leader, 78, had proceeded swiftly about 
halfway up the airstairs to the presidential jet when 
he stumbled. Holding on to the railing with his right 
hand, he attempted a quick recovery but tripped 
again, this time dropping to his knee. — AFP 

Icelandic volcano subsiding  
 
GRINDAVIK, Iceland: A volcano that spewed 
glowing red lava near Iceland’s capital Reykjavik 
after awakening for the first time in 900 years 
appeared to be subsiding yesterday, experts said. 
Officials said the eruption was small and did not 
represent a danger to people. — AFP

By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: The coronavirus pandemic has brought 
about a bicycle boom, with bike sales rising around 
the world. According to industry reports, this has 
led to a chronic shortage of bicycles, causing prices 
to soar. This in turn has led to a rise in bicycle thefts 
worldwide, and Kuwait is no exception.  

Kuwait Times spoke to a few people whose bikes 
were stolen recently. Some victims reported the 
thefts to the police, while others didn’t. Katarzyna 
Zadlo-Papadopoulou lost her and her husband’s 
bicycles earlier this month. “The thief stole our 
bikes during the night from the garage basement of 
our building. We had locked them with bicycle 
chains to a pillar, but the thief managed to cut the 
chains and steal the bikes. Both bikes were almost 

new, with each costing around KD 130,” she told 
Kuwait Times. 

They reported the theft at the police station. 
“The day after we reported the case, officers from 
the criminal investigation department came to our 
building to check the place, lift fingerprints and take 
photos. Unfortunately, there are no security cam-
eras in the building. According to our haris, the 
bikes were stolen between 11 pm and 3 am,” added 
Zadlo-Papadopoulou, who lives in Salwa. 

Dr Mariam Al-Sharawi, who lives in the same 
building as Zadlo-Papadopoulou, said one of her 
three bicycles was stolen just a day after the theft of 
her neighbor’s bikes. She didn’t report the theft to 
the police, as Katarzyna had already done so. “My 
neighbor told us their bikes were stolen, but we 
thought that with a double chain, the thief won’t be 

able to steal our bikes. Moreover, he wouldn’t dare 
to come again to the same place. But we were 
wrong,” she said.  

“The thief stole my husband’s bike as it is 
expensive and new. It cost over KD 120, while the 
other two bikes were old, so he left them. Our haris 
said he saw the thief riding the bike when he was 
going to pray at around 4:00 pm, but couldn’t 
catch him, as he was on the roof of the building,” 
Sharawi added.  

Nashwa Mohammed, who also lives in Salwa, 
said two of her bicycles were stolen in January. “I 
had my daughter’s and my bike locked with a chain 
inside the yard of our building. They were stolen 
during the night, as when I left for work at 5 am, the 
bikes were not there. The value of my bikes togeth-
er is around KD 350, as they were almost new. I 

didn’t report the matter to the police as I broke my 
leg the next day and it was hard for me to move,” 
she explained. 

The victims tried to search for their stolen bicy-
cles online, but didn’t find them on popular classi-
fied ad websites. This reporter visited popular bike 
stores in Kuwait City, but they all only sell new 
bicycles and secondhand bikes couldn’t be found 
there. Kuwait Times also visited the Friday Market, 
but all the stalls selling used bicycles were closed. 

There are no statistics of the number of stolen 
bikes in Kuwait, and many victims don’t report the 
thefts as well. One victim in Salmiya had two of her 
bicycles stolen in the same way, where the thief cut 
the security chain and stole the bikes. A week later, 
she found one of the bikes for sale online, so her 
husband reported the matter to the police station.

Bicycle thefts on the rise  
amid pandemic bike boom

Some victims report stolen bikes to police, while others don’t 

ISLAMABAD: Image grab shows Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan 
receiving a dose of the Chinese-made Sinopharm vaccine against COVID-19 
coronavirus at the Prime Minister House on March 18, 2021. — AFP  

ANKARA: The Anka drone is manufactured at Turkish Aerospace’s huge, 
ultra-secure facilities on March 5, 2021. — AFP 

BEIRUT: US-trained emergency doctor Nour Al-Jalbout (left) is pictured dur-
ing her shift at the emergency department of American University of Beirut 
Medical Centre on March 17, 2021. — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan tested positive 
for COVID-19 yesterday, officials said, 
just two days after he received his first 
vaccination against the disease. The 
68-year-old former top cricketer 
received a shot of the Chinese-pro-
duced Sinopharm vaccine on Thursday, 
as the country battles a third wave of 
the virus. 

“At this point, the prime minister’s 
office can only confirm that the honor-

able prime minister has tested positive 
for COVID-19 and has self-isolated,” 
his office said. Khan was suffering 
from a mild cough and a mild fever, his 
spokesman Shahbaz Gill later added, 
saying the positive test was per-
formed yesterday. 

His aides were quick to put distance 
between the diagnosis and his first jab 
of the two-dose vaccine. “Please do not 
link it to the corona vaccine. Immunity 
develops a few weeks after the vaccine 
is given. Make sure to vaccinate your 
elders and loved ones. Be careful,” Gill 
added. Khan was probably infected 
before he got the vaccine shot, during a 
series of public engagements this week, 
information minister Shibli Faraz told 
the Geo News television channel. 

Continued on Page 2 

Khan contracts 
COVID; Modi  
sends wishes

ANKARA: Whether in Syria, Libya 
or Azerbaijan, Turkey’s combat drones 
have scored high-profile successes 
that Ankara hopes to use in its quest 
to become a premier exporter of the 
aerial vehicles. Besides their proven 
ability to take out enemy tanks, ana-
lysts said drones also offer Turkey a 
chance to beef up its spheres of influ-
ence through an increasingly assertive 
foreign policy. 

In Syria, Turkey used armed drones 

to avenge the deaths of dozens of sol-
diers and halt the advance of regime 
forces in the northwestern province of 
Idlib. In Libya, the unmanned craft 
flew to the aid of Turkey’s allied gov-
ernment in Tripoli, routing the 
advancing forces of eastern com-
mander Khalifa Haftar at the capital’s 
gates. 

And late last year, Turkish drones 
helped Azerbaijan retake swathes of 
territory from ethnic Armenian sepa-
ratists that had been lost in the moun-
tains of Nagorno-Karabakh decades 
ago. All these conflicts grabbed world 
headlines and offered Turkey the per-
fect opportunity to showcase its 
hardware, analysts Can Kasapoglu in 
Istanbul and Emre Caliskan in the UK  
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Interest in  
Turkish armed 
drones soars

BEIRUT: US-trained emergency 
doctor Nour Al-Jalbout wanted des-
perately to serve her fellow Lebanese, 
but less than two years after returning 
home she says the country’s catastro-
phes are forcing her to leave. “I gave 
everything I had to Lebanon for these 
two years, but Lebanon is not giving 
back,” she says, her eyes welling up 
above three facemasks, inside a top 
Beirut hospital. “So I applied for 
immigration to the US,” she said, to 
take up a job offer at Harvard. 

As soon as her visa is approved, 

she will join hundreds of doctors who 
are fleeing Lebanon’s political and 
economic crises, even during a pan-
demic. Doctors warn a country once 
dubbed “the hospital of the Arab 
world” is hemorrhaging its best and 
brightest. Hair tied back into a floral 
surgeon’s cap, the 32-year-old medic 
rushes around the bustling emergency 
department at the American 
University of Beirut Medical Center. 

Her white coat streaked with blood 
from treating one patient’s gunshot 
wounds, she holds up an X-ray to 
understand the pain of another visiting 
from a nearby Arab country. In the cor-
ridor between the emergency and coro-
navirus wards under her watch, trainee 
doctors repeatedly approach her for a 
second opinion. The decision to leave, 
she says, “eats you up every day”.  

Continued on Page 2 

Doctors flee  
crisis-hit  
Lebanon


