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KUWAIT: Kuwait Esports Club held a 
virtual workshop on esports in partner-
ship with Al-Bayan Bilingual School 
through Zoom. The hour-and-a-half 
workshop discussed the indicators and 
standards of esports, club goals, means 
of coordinating tournaments, role of 
players and organizers and how to run 
activities, be they onsite or online, while 
observing social distancing and health 
precautions. 

The workshop was opened by KEC 
Treasurer Nada Al Gharaballi. She spoke 
about the role and social responsibility 
of the club towards parents, players and 
students. She said parents must be fully 
informed with regards to esports, as par-
ticipation is notably on the rise, particu-
larly during the global pandemic. Most 
children have been at home for a long 
time and parents must guide their chil-
dren towards various positive activities. 

KEC Chairman Abdulla Al-Ali said 
this workshop is within the club’s educa-
tional programs to make students and 
players aware of esports and managing 
activities. He said Kuwait is considered 
an important destination for esports 
because of the presence of many profes-
sional players.  

Ali said the club holds a minimum of 
three championships every month and 
seeks to coordinate many activities with 
schools, colleges and universities, and 

club members. It previously organized 
many local and international champi-
onships. “We are pleased to exchange 
expertise with educational establish-
ments in organizing sports activities 
online, particularly under the current 
extraordinary circumstances,” Ali said.  

Secretary General of KEC Faisal Abul 
spoke about the importance of such 
events, organizational procedures and 
management. He said all rules and stan-
dards in use during local tournaments 
are professional laws used in tourna-
ments worldwide to guarantee the right 
choice of players in Kuwait and prepare 

them for international tournaments. 
Member of the teaching faculty at Gulf 

University for Science and Technology Dr 
Al-Baraa Al-Tourah was invited to the 
workshop. He said esports are linked to 
knowledge skills such as focus, memory 
and problem solving. The games’ chal-
lenges cannot be overcome without these 
skills, he said, adding these games polish 
these skills and build on them. 

Manager of the Business Banking 
Department at the National Bank of 
Kuwait Hamad Al-Mutawa, who is also a 
member of the technical committee of 
KEC, participated as an official 

spokesperson in the workshop. He talked 
about the esport sector in general and 
spoke in depth on the commercial mat-
ters of this sport. He said esports have a 
promising fanbase worldwide, estimated 
to be more than 300 million people, 
adding he is looking forward to develop-
ing a special market for esports. 

KEC hosted International Esports 
Federation Secretary Boban Totovski as 
a guest of honor at the workshop to 
speak to students about his experience 
with esports. Totovski spoke about the 
importance of the international network 
that links players through international 

tournaments throughout the year. “I 
advise students to concentrate on their 
school homework and do sports training 
in general. The true secret for success is 
when a person balances the management 
of their time,” he said. 

Student Shaheen Al-Rabee partici-
pated with the speakers at the workshop 
and was hosted by the club to share his 
experiences that he gained by organizing 
three official club tournaments with 
KEC. “I volunteered for organization and 
it was a unique experience. I was guided 
by club officials, and this gave me expe-
rience in managing tournaments and 
activities. I learned the importance of 
complying with match timings,” Rabee 
said.  

The discussion round reflected Al-
Bayan Bilingual School’s interest in 
esports, as the school prepared a special 
club for students interested in this sport 
under the management of Fatima Al-
Bader. The workshop was designed for 
students and technical players in Kuwait 
to spread awareness about activities 
related to esports and its management. 

The workshop was attended by rep-
resentatives from Al-Bayan Bilingual 
School, its students and hobbyists to 
gain knowledge. The workshop provided 
special data about esports, besides 
involving several experts from various 
esport fields and supporters.
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Earlier yesterday, the leader’s adviser on health 

Faisal Sultan said the increase in positive virus cases 
over the past few days was “alarming”. He said there 
was a “quite visible” burden on the healthcare system, 
particularly in the country’s most populous province of 
Punjab. Case numbers began to rise again in recent 
weeks, soon after the UK variant was first reported in 
Karachi in late December. 

More than 620,000 cases and nearly 13,800 
deaths have been reported since the pandemic 
reached the country, but limited testing suggests true 
figures are probably much higher. Impoverished 
Pakistan has largely avoided the major lockdowns 
seen in other countries, instead opting for “smart” 
lockdown policies which see neighborhoods closed off 
for short periods, as well restrictions on indoor dining 
and large gatherings. 

However, many guidelines have been ignored, with 
Sultan criticizing “a lack of administrative action and a 
lack of public compliance”. Beijing has donated one 
million vaccine doses to Pakistan, which the country of 
more than 220 million has begun administering to 

health workers and people over 65. Soon after the 
pandemic started, Khan told the nation in an address 
not to panic, saying “97 percent of patients fully 
recover”, but he chided citizens just months later, 
warning: “People are not taking it seriously.”  

Meanwhile, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
wished Khan a “speedy recovery” from COVID-19 
yesterday, in a new sign of a thaw between the neigh-
bors. Since agreeing to halt hostilities on their disputed 
Kashmir border last month, the nuclear-armed rivals 
have shown signs of wanting to improve relations. 

Modi used the announcement that Khan had tested 
positive for the coronavirus to make his gesture. “Best 
wishes to Prime Minister Imran Khan for a speedy 
recovery from COVID-19,” the Hindu nationalist leader 
said on Twitter. Modi regularly uses his rallies to lash 
out at Pakistan. 

The two countries - which fought intense artillery 
battles on their Kashmir border last year - have had 
three wars since their angry split after independence in 
1947. But the surprise accord reaffirming a 2003 
ceasefire came amid reports that officials from the two 
sides had held secret meetings in recent months. 

There have been no reported shellings on the 
Kashmir Line of Control, as the disputed frontier is 
known, since the accord came into effect on Feb 24. 
Khan has since called for increased trade with 
India, while Pakistan’s army chief General Qamar 
Javed said last week that the neighbors should 
“bury the past”. — AFP 
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said, as it tries to become a major military 

exporter - particularly of armed drones. 
Ismail Demir, head of Turkey’s Defense Industry 

Presidency (SSB), told AFP Turkish drones offer 
good value for money. “If a system from any other 
country had the same capability as ours, its (price) 
would be double,” Demir said in an interview at his 
office in Ankara, which is filled with models of 
drones and other military gear. 

SSB, which is part of the Turkish presidency, is 
the umbrella organization that oversees state 
defense companies. These include Turkish 
Aerospace Industries, which makes the Anka com-
bat drone. “We were trying to do something we 
could lead in or could be at the front of in modern 
technologies, and drones became the perfect area,” 
Demir said. 

The first Turkish combat drones were used in 
2016 as the army clashed with Kurdish militants in 
the country’s restive southeast. In December, 
Turkish Aerospace Industries signed the first 
export contract for the Anka, worth an estimated 
$80 million, with Tunisia. But the private Baykar 
company, run by one of President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan’s son-in-laws, has been exporting its 
Bayraktar TB2 model to Ukraine, Qatar and 
Azerbaijan for some years. 

“Export is an issue (because) our domestic prior-
ities go first. But, of course, a sustainable defence 
industry requires export,” Demir said. “And there 
are so many other countries in Southeast Asia, the 
Middle East, northern Africa and even Europe 
which are interested in our systems and our 
drones,” he said. “They had some visits to Turkey 
and some of them are evaluating our offers.” 

The United States banned SSB from receiving 
new arms export licenses in December and imposed 

sanctions on Demir himself in retaliation for Turkey’s 
purchase of Russia’s advanced S-400 missile sys-
tems. Demir played down the sanctions’ impact and 
insisted that Turkey will be able to produce compo-
nents and equipment it can no longer obtain from 
the United States. “It may take a little time, it may be 
a little costly, but we can do this,” he said. 

In a highly competitive global market, Demir said 
some countries “who are traditionally an exporter” 
have taken a dim view of Turkey’s rise. “And in any 
market you want to get in, they will do anything to 
prevent you,” he said. “The only way you can over-
come this difficulty is by speaking with your quality, 
price and performance.” 

Stretching 8.6-m long and featuring a 17.6-m 
wingspan, the Anka is manufactured at a sprawling, 
ultra-secure factory in Ankara covering four million 
square meters and dotted with hangars. Turkish 
Aerospace Industries employs almost 10,000 peo-
ple, including 3,000 engineers. 

“What makes the Anka special is that most of the 
parts, important and critical parts, are produced 
and designed in Turkey,” said Serdar Demir, Turkish 
Aerospace Industries’ vice president for corporate 
marketing and communication. “We can easily say 
that the Anka is the most indigenous product and 
that we do not depend on other countries’ permits.” 

Emre Caliskan, an analyst at London-based IHS 
Markit, an international business information firm, 
said Turkey’s push into drone development was par-
tially prompted by a failed putsch against Erdogan 
in 2016, which was followed by sweeping purges 
that decimated air force ranks. “Turkey has had few-
er F-16 jet pilots than F-16 jets. Training new F-16 
pilots takes up to four years. But drone pilot training 
is much shorter at nine months,” Caliskan explained. 

“Turkey has tried to compensate the capability 
gap in air forces with the drone technology.” This 
strategic shift “has enabled Turkey, even as a middle 
power, to challenge the interest of top-tier military 
countries,” said Caliskan. He added that Turkish 
drones proved themselves admirably against 
Russian defense systems in Syria, Libya and 
Nagorno-Karabakh, becoming a “game-changer 
(and) shifting the balance of power”. — AFP 
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But “you’re doing what’s best for you and your kids if 

you want to have a family.” 
Since starting work in Sept 2019, she has treated 

wounded protesters, witnessed economic freefall, 
fought a pandemic, and helped treat hundreds after a 
massive explosion in Beirut. She was at the hospital on 
Aug 4 when hundreds of tons of fertilizer exploded at 
the port, killing more than 200 people and sending 
shockwaves through the capital. “The ceiling fell on us,” 
she says, pausing between tears. 

Up to 500 wounded streamed in, followed by des-
perate relatives looking for their loves ones. Hours 
later, her husband told her their flat had been badly 
hit. “Beirut is like opium,” says Jalbout, whose anes-
thetist sister will also emigrate. “It’s so good, but it’s 
so bad for you.” 

Lebanon’s worst economic crisis since the 1975-
1990 civil war has hit even the top echelons of the pop-
ulation. Doctors have seen their salaries or fees plummet 
in value, and their dollar savings trapped in the bank, all 
the while being overwhelmed by a deadly pandemic. 
Even basic medication has gone out of stock. Many say 
they are far better off than most, but still see no future 
for their children. 

Meanwhile, a deeply divided political class - accused 
by many on the street of being useless and corrupt - has 
for seven months been unable to form a government. 

The head of the doctor’s syndicate, Charaf Abou Charaf, 
says 1,000 doctors have left since 2019, while a similar 
number of nurses have departed as well, according to 
their representative. “If it continues like this, it’ll be cata-
strophic,” Abou Charaf said. 

Many of those departing are specialist experts in 
their fields, and essential for both patient care and train-
ing the next generation. They “are mostly aged 35 to 55, 
and form the backbone of the healthcare sector,” he 
said. Many are going to work in the Gulf, and could one 
day return. But others are heading to Europe, Australia 
and the United States, likely for good. 

Abou Charaf said it was devastating to watch the 
brain drain. “We paid to educate our children, and the 
West is plucking them up to benefit from them, when we 
are the ones who desperately need them,” he said. The 
head of the parliamentary health committee, Assem 
Araji, has said the exodus was unprecedented - even 
worse than during the civil war. 

“When I was a doctor training at the AUB (American 
University of Beirut) in the 1980s, the smell of death 
clung to the streets... but only very few doctors left,” he 
wrote on Twitter. “The outflux of doctors today is not 
just due to economic reasons, but also despair at the 
political class.” 

Psychiatrist Francois Kazour, 40, said he was moving 
to France with his wife, a dermatologist, and two young 
children. The French-Lebanese doctor and university 
lecturer said his life was rooted in Lebanon. “We have 
our home, our practices, we work at the hospital”, he 
said. He too had wanted to raise his family in Lebanon, 
but next month he and his wife will start the long 
process to convert their Lebanese qualifications to set-
tle in France for good. “We feel like there’s no end in 
sight,” he said. — AFP  
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ANKARA: The Anka drone, 8.6-m long and with a wingspan of 17.6 m, is manufactured in Turkish 
Aerospace’s huge, ultra-secure facilities. — AFP 


