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Kuwait, India to establish joint
commission to boost relations

Kuwait curfew: What
you need to know
KUWAIT: Kuwait imposed a one-month partial
curfew from 5:00 pm to 5:00 am starting from
March 7, 2021 to help curb the sharp increase in
COVID-19 cases registered in recent weeks.
During the curfew hours, pharmacies, medical
stores, co-operative societies and supermarkets
are allowed to continue operation only through
delivery services. The government later allowed
co-ops and supermarkets to serve shoppers from
5:00 pm to 10:00 pm every day. Also during the
curfew, people are allowed to go to Fajr, Maghreb
and Isha prayers at mosques only by walking, while
taxis are allowed to carry only two passengers. The
government meanwhile allowed salons and health
clubs to reopen during the day after a one-month
closure but kept restaurants and cafes closed
except for drive-through and delivery services.

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry
launched a booking service, allowing people to
shop from 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm during the curfew
hours. The service is valid for all co-ops and
supermarkets around Kuwait. To book an appoint-
ment, a shopper should visit www.moci.shop,
enter the required information (civil ID number
and serial number, contact number and email
address), the reason for appointment (food supply
center) and the time and date of the appointment.
The shopper would then receive a barcode to
show once they reach the shopping center.

Where to obtain a curfew pass?
Citizens and residents that need a pass during

the curfew hours to leave their homes can apply
for a pass at https://www.paci.gov.kw/. The pass
is available for those in need of emergency med-
ical treatment, doctor’s visits, blood donation,
COVID-19 swabs and COVID-19 vaccinations.

Co-op delivery during curfew hours
During curfew hours, co-ops, grocery stores

and other markets will be allowed to offer deliv-
ery services. Most co-ops will accept orders via
delivery. Here is an incomplete list of co-op
WhatsApp numbers. Each co-op will be respon-
sible for deciding if and when they provide deliv-
ery services and not all may be providing. 

Omariya Co-op
WhatsApp 6041-0067

Farwaniya Co-op
WhatsApp 6767-8211

Qairawan Co-op
WhatsApp 9000-3749

Jahra Co-op
WhatsApp 5160-2458

Abdulla Al-Mubarak Co-op
WhatsApp 6066-6338

Nuzha Co-op
WhatsApp 9784-5531

Khaitan Co-op
WhatsApp 6777-9745

Ardhiya Co-op
WhatsApp 6902-0779

Rabiya Co-op
WhatsApp 2438-8316

Wafra Farm Co-op
Tel: 9883-5245 / 5170-0085

Salmiya Co-op
Tel: 22253225

Jabriya Co-op
Tel: 1805-353
WhatsApp 6566-6084

Rawdha & Hawally
WhatsApp 9662-2883

Shaab Co-op
WhatsApp 9090-4455

Wafra Co-op
WhatsApp 5055-0539

Keifan Co-op
WhatsApp 5178-1719

Rehab Co-op
WhatsApp 9222-2358

Mishref Co-op
WhatsApp 5055-9900

Faiha Co-op
Tel: 1861-000
WhatsApp 9098-6000

Rumaithiya Co-op
WhatsApp 6066-0045

Bayan Co-op
WhatsApp 9004-2500

Fahaheel Co-op
WhatsApp 5178-9951

Adan & Qusour Co-op
Tel: 5034-3111 / 6593-3975

Salam Co-op
WhatsApp 9788-7832

NEW DELHI: Kuwaiti ministerial delegation headed by Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammed Al-Sabah holds talks with Indian delegation led by India’s External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar in New Delhi on Wednesday. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait and India have decided to estab-
lish a joint commission co-chaired by the foreign
ministers of the two countries in order to strengthen
their deep-rooted bilateral relations in various sec-
tors. The decision was part of a joint statement
issued at the end of Kuwait’s  Foreign Minister and
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah’s brief visit
to New Delhi on March 17 and 18.

Sheikh Dr Ahmad held talks with India’s External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and reviewed all
aspects of bilateral relations. He also discussed
regional developments with Jaishankar before leav-
ing for Pakistan.

To be held on a regular basis, the joint commis-
sion will be tasked with formulating the required
basis to strengthen the relations between the two
countries, particularly in the fields of energy, trade,
economy, investment, human resources, manpower
and labor, finance, skills, culture, science and tech-
nology, information technology, health, education,
defense and security, the joint statement said. The
commission will also review agreements concluded
between the two countries and find suitable solu-
tions for any issues in their implementation.

India is among the largest trading partners of
Kuwait and bilateral trade was worth $10.86 billion
during 2019-20. India’s imports, mainly oil, were
worth $9.6 billion during this period. Kuwait was the
10th largest oil supplier to India during 2019-20 and
met 3.8 percent of India’s energy needs. Kuwait is
also home to nearly one million Indian expatriates.

The joint commission will act as an umbrella for
all bilateral institutional engagements such as for-
eign office consultations and joint working groups.
Apart from existing working groups on hydrocar-
bons, manpower and mobility, and healthcare, new
groups will be created on trade and investment,
defense and security, and maritime cooperation, the
statement said.

The meeting was attended by Kuwait’s

Assistant Foreign Minister for Asian Affairs Ali Al-
Saeed, Kuwait Ambassador to India Jassem Al-
Najem, Ministry of Health Assistant
Undersecretary for Medicines and Medical

Supplies Dr Abdullah Al-Qanae and Deputy
Assistant Foreign Minister for the Foreign
Minister’s Office Ahmad Al-Shuraim. During his

visit, Sheikh Dr Ahmad handed over a letter from
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, according to KUNA.

According to media reports, Sheikh Dr Ahmad
lauded India for standing by Kuwait in its “darkest
moments and in our direst time,” including the pro-
vision of medical aid at the peak of the pandemic
last year. He singled out the “white army of Indian
nationals” - or nurses and doctors - who were
“combating COVID-19 alongside Kuwaitis.” India
had deployed a 15-member medical rapid response
team to Kuwait last April to help in testing and
treating infected people.

Jaishankar, in turn, thanked the Kuwaiti govern-
ment for taking care of the large Indian community
during the pandemic. He hoped that the Indian com-
munity will be able to resume travel to Kuwait in
large numbers soon.

Sheikh Ahmad holds talks with Jaishankar on energy, trade, economy and labor 

India thanked
for standing
with Kuwait

Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammed Al-Sabah with India’s External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar.


