
which have been ongoing for decades, have been
strengthened recently thanks to the many partner-
ships we have entered into, most notably the Global
Partnership with the World Bank.”

Located 50 kilometers west of Kuwait City, the
protected area aims to preserve Kuwait’s native
ecosystem and restore life and biodiversity to the
desert. During her tour, Ambassador Romanowski
learned about the environmental protection efforts at
the reserve. “The Al-Abdaliya Nature reserve is one
of several operated by KOC to support environmental
sustainability,” Ambassador Romanowski said. “The
US Embassy will continue to support Kuwait in these
endeavors by sharing American expertise and best
practices on environmental policy, sustainability, cli-
mate change, and more.” 

“The Abdaliya reserve project is part of KOC’s
wider objectives to transform the area into one distin-
guished by its biological diversity and that contributes

to enhancing Kuwait’s environment,” Basri added.
Earlier this year, Ambassador Romanowski joined
Kuwait Environment Public Authority Director Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah for a visit to
the Al-Jahra Nature Reserve. Last September,
Ambassador Romanowski also participated in a World
Cleanup Day event sponsored by Alnowair at Jahra
Sanctuary in Al-Khuwaisat to help raise awareness of
environmental protection.  

The US Embassy in Kuwait organized several ini-
tiatives in the last few years to increase awareness
about environmental protection and climate change.
Several air quality speakers visited Kuwait through
the State Department’s US Speakers Program to high-
light issues related to air pollution. The embassy also
engaged with local schools to organize recycling
drives and promoted the large-scale Our Ocean
Conference in Kuwait, an initiative spearheaded by
former US Secretary of State John Kerry. 

US Ambassador
visits Al-Abdaliya
Nature Reserve
KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Alina L
Romanowski visited the Kuwait Oil Company’s (KOC)
Al-Abdaliya Nature Reserve on Thursday, and was wel-
comed by KOC’s Public Relations and Information
Group Manager Mohammed Al-Basri.  The
Ambassador’s visit comes as part of the United States’
wider efforts to cooperate with countries around the
world in addressing various environmental and climate
change issues. “The US is engaging with partners around
the world to ask: how can we all do more?” Ambassador
Romanowski said. “The threats to our environment are
real, and I’m looking forward to working with more
agencies in Kuwait on joint collaboration activities.”

“KOC is making all possible efforts to preserve the
environment in Kuwait,” said Basri. “These efforts,
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A photo taken from the Subiya desert (road 801) by photographer Vithiyavathi Stalin (Instagram: @vithisphotography). To have your photo considered for
Kuwait Times’ Photo of the Day, send to local@KuwaitTimes.com or via direct message to Kuwait Times’ Instagram account @kuwaittimes. Photos should be high
resolution, with no processing or editing.
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MiniMed 780G in
Kuwait to help
diabetes patients
KUWAIT: Under the auspices of the Ministry of Health
and the Kuwait Diabetes Society, Medtronic, the global
leader in medical technology, announced the launch of the
MiniMed 780G system in Kuwait. This next generation
advanced hybrid closed loop (AHCL) insulin pump system
anticipates the patient’s insulin needs and self-adjusts the
insulin delivery, while also utilizing smartphone connectivi-
ty to allow easier access to information. 

Dr Abdullah Al-Badr, Assistant Undersecretary at the
Ministry of Health, said: “Diabetes is currently a press-
ing issue, which the current pandemic has highlighted
further given that people with diabetes are more likely
to have serious complications from COVID-19.” He con-
tinued: “It is therefore vital that we continue to raise
awareness around the importance of disease manage-
ment and look at ways we can harness technology to
improve the lives of patients. The health and safety of
people living with diabetes is amongst one of our priori-
ties, and so we are grateful for the efforts of the Health
Sector in Jassim Al-Wazzan Sons and Medtronic to
ensuring this.”

“The launch of the MiniMed 780G is the latest exam-
ple of how Medtronic uses smart algorithms to improve
patient outcomes and simplify decisions for people living
with diabetes, leveraging the company’s deep data science
and AI capabilities,” said Majid Kaddoumi, President,
Medtronic Central and Eastern Europe, Middle East and
Africa. “From smart pump to smart pen, our portfolio
offers innovative tech-enabled solutions for people on dif-
ferent stages in their diabetes therapy journey.”

Dr Rashed Khazal, General Manager of the
Healthcare Sector of Jassim Al-Wazzan Sons General
Trading Co, the distributor of Medtronic products in
Kuwait and one of the subsidiaries of Mezzan Holding
Company, said: “With the pandemic exacerbating the
need for new and smarter technologies, we felt it was
crucial to work alongside Medtronic to launch the
MiniMed 780G so that type 1 diabetic patients can focus
more on their lives and less on diabetes. We are already
seeing the impact of this and have received positive
feedback from physicians across the world who have
noted the pump’s simplicity, which has enabled patients
to adjust very quickly to this system giving them the
freedom and control to improve their quality of life.”

Dr Waleed Al-Dahi; Consultant Endocrinologist and
President of the Kuwait Diabetes Society, said: “Research
has shown that the incidence of type 1 diabetes has dou-
bled in Kuwait over the last 20 years highlighting the
pressing need to address the burden of this disease.
Medical technology is now considered the center for
management of diabetes. With the new available technical

breakthrough, diabetic patients can manage their diabetes
better and live a better life. Medtronic has always provid-
ed cutting-edge technology to help in better management
of diabetes.”

Despite advances in technology and the growing use
of continuous glucose monitoring (CGM), many people
with diabetes, especially adolescents, struggle with
glycemic control and the daily challenges of managing
their condition. The MiniMed 780G system, which is
approved for use in people aged 7 to 80 years, anticipates
insulin needs and leverages the company’s most advanced
SmartGuard algorithm to automate the delivery of both
basal insulin and correction boluses 24/7, every five min-
utes as needed, helping more people with diabetes avoid
highs and lows with greater ease, and reach their glycemic
targets with less effort.

The MiniMed 780G system includes Bluetooth con-
nectivity, allowing users to easily track pump and CGM
information with customized options for alerts and real
time glucose trends. In addition, information is shared
automatically and securely with care givers and health
care professionals thanks to the CareLink Connect App.

Kuwait strongly
condemns Houthis’
criminal attack
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry on Friday
deplored in the strongest terms the Houthi mili-
tias’ criminal assault with booby-trapped drones
on an oil refinery in the Saudi capital, Riyadh. In
a statement, the Ministry said repeating and
escalating those “terrorist” acts as well as the
targeting of civilians, and civil and vital areas are
not only a threat to the security of the sisterly
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the region’s stabili-
ty, but also a direct threat to energy supplies and
the global economy. In addition, these acts are a
direct challenge to international and humanitari-
an laws that require a broader international con-
demnation and must be halted, it added. The
statement stressed that the State of Kuwait sup-
ports and stands fully with Saudi Arabia in all
measures taken to maintain its security, stability
and sovereignty. 

Meanwhile, GCC Secretary General Dr Nayef
Al-Hajraf condemned the terrorist attack with boo-
by-trapped drones on the Saudi oil refinery. This
attack and the previous acts of terrorism and sabo-
tage against key Saudi civilian targets, namely the
attack on the oil refinery in Ras Tanura and the res-
idential complex for Aramco in Al-Dhahran, consti-
tuted an attack not only on the Saudi security and
economic resources, but targeted security of all
GCC member states, regional and international sta-
bility. He affirmed the GCC support for the king-
dom noting that security of the GCC member states
is inseparable, also manifesting backing for any
measures Riyadh may opt to take to protect its
facilities and stop these acts and terrorism and
sabotage. —KUNA

KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Alina Romanowski is seen during her visit to Al-Abdaliya Nature Reserve.


