
ATLANTA: US President Joe Biden on Friday
denounced the upsurge of violence against Asian-
Americans, telling a community plunged into grief
after this week’s Atlanta murders that the nation
must not be complicit in the face of racism and
xenophobia. After meeting with leaders of Georgia’s
Asian-American community, Biden delivered a brief
speech at Atlanta’s Emory University, where he
branded hate and racism “the ugly poison that’s
long haunted our nation.” Such bigotry and violence
has been “often met with silence” in the United
States, he said. 

“But that has to change because our silence is
complicity. We cannot be complicit,” Biden stressed.
“We have to speak out, we have to act,” he added,
as he called on Americans to “combat this resur-
gence of xenophobia.” And he leveled a rebuke of
previous president Donald Trump without mention-
ing his name, saying: “Words have consequences.
It’s the coronavirus, full stop.” Trump faced severe
blowback last year for repeatedly calling COVID-19
— which has now killed 540,000 people in the
United States-the “China virus” after the country
where it was first detected.

Biden noted that attacks on Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders have been “skyrocketing,” a trend
confirmed by the group Stop AAPI Hate which says
nearly 3,800 cases have been reported since last
year, including verbal and physical assaults, dis-
crimination and civil rights abuses. Biden’s pre-
scheduled trip to the southern metropolis was origi-
nally intended to focus on his COVID-19 battle plan.

The president began with a visit to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, where he received
a briefing, and he also marked a key milestone in the
US having administered 100 million vaccine doses.
“We did it in about 60 days,” Biden said. “We’re not
stopping now.” But this week’s carnage around
Georgia’s largest city prompted Biden, accompa-
nied by Vice President Kamala Harris, to add a
meeting with Asian-Americans.

‘Heart-wrenching’ 
Three massage parlors around Atlanta were tar-

geted Tuesday, and a 21-year-old suspect was
arrested. Robert Aaron Long faces eight counts of
murder and one charge of aggravated assault. Of
the eight fatalities, six were women of Asian
descent. Biden said it was “heart-wrenching” to lis-
ten to the grieving community members. Among
them was Stephanie Cho, executive director of
Asian Americans Advancing Justice-Atlanta. “It was
very emotional to hear” messages by the victims’
families read aloud to the president and vice presi-
dent, Cho told CNN afterwards.

She said the Asian-American women in the room,
including Harris whose mother was an Indian immi-
grant, “had a very somber moment” considering the
issue centered around violence against women of
Asian descent. Long has admitted carrying out the
attacks, according to law enforcement, but claims
he was not motivated by racial hatred. Officers said
Long told police he was grappling with a sexual
addiction and that he wanted to “eliminate” a temp-

tation that put him in conflict with his strict religious
beliefs. Authorities have not confirmed the motive,
but the killings were seen as laying bare the inter-
section of sexism and racism in the United States.

The four women killed in Atlanta itself-at two
neighboring spas-were named Friday by the Fulton
County medical examiner’s office as Hyun J. Grant,
51; Soon C. Park, 74; Yong A. Yue, 63; and Suncha

Kim, 69. Grant, who worked at the Gold Spa, left
behind two sons-the eldest of whom, Randy Park,
23, set up a fundraising page which by Friday had
attracted more than $1.9 million in donations. “She
was a single mother who dedicated her whole life to
providing for my brother and I,” Park wrote.
“Losing her has put a new lens on my eyes on the
amount of hate that exists in our world.”  —AFP 
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‘Nation must not be complicit in the face of racism and xenophobia’

Biden visits Atlanta, condemns
violence against Asian-Americans

News in brief

Ecuador health minister quits 

QUITO, Ecuador: Ecuador’s health minister
resigned Friday after just 19 days in the job, the
government said, amid a growing scandal over
the distribution of COVID-19 vaccines to well-
connected figures. In his letter of resignation,
Rodolfo Fardan stressed that he was stepping
down for “strictly personal” reasons. Ecuadorian
president Lenin Moreno-whose term ends on
May 24 — has named surgeon Mauro Falconi as
the new minister. Farfan replaced Juan Carlos
Zevallos, currently under investigation for influ-
ence peddling, who fled the country for the
United States after his resignation. —AFP 

5.7 magnitude quake rattles Mexico

MEXICO CITY: An earthquake with a magni-
tude of 5.7 struck central Mexico on Friday, seis-
mologists said, triggering alarms in the capital
where anxious residents poured into the streets.
Despite the panic, there were no immediate
reports of injuries or significant damage. The
quake struck 59 kilometers (37 miles) southeast of
San Marcos in Guerrero state at a depth of 19
kilometers, according to the national seismology
service. The tremor triggered Mexico City’s alarm
system, which uses seismic monitors to give resi-
dents advance warning of a quake. —AFP

Mar-a-Lago resort partially closed 

WASHINGTON: Former president Donald
Trump’s Florida resort Mar-a-Lago has been par-
tially closed after some members of staff tested
positive for the coronavirus, US media reported
Friday. “As some of our staff have recently tested
positive for COVID-19, we will be temporarily sus-
pending service at the Beach Club and a la carte
Dining Room,” the club’s management said in an
email cited by The Washington Post. It did not
specify how many members of staff had been
infected. Now serving as the former president’s
official residence since he left the White House in
January, the club said banquet and event services
would stay open and that “all appropriate response
measures in accordance with CDC guidance” had
been taken to sanitize the property. —AFP

Mexico boosts border security 

TUXTLA GUTIERREZ, Mexico: Mexico will
step up security along its southern border with
Guatemala to stop child migrants crossing on their
way to the United States, the authorities said
Friday. The announcement comes after an increase
in flows of undocumented migrants heading north
following US President Joe Biden’s immigration
reforms. The operations on the southern border
are aimed at protecting child migrants who are
“exploited by criminal networks,” the National
Migration Institute (NMI) said. —AFP

US sentences two in cyber case

WASHINGTON: The United States sentenced a
Russian and a North Macedonian on Friday to
prison for their roles in a vast cyber crime operation.
Sergey Medvedev, 33, of Russia and Marko
Leopard, 31, of North Macedonia, were sentenced to
ten and five years respectively, according to a Justice
Department statement. Both had previously pleaded
guilty to criminal conspiracy in federal court in
Nevada. Medvedev, arrested in Thailand in 2018, co-
founded the “Infraud Organization,” a marketplace
for “counterfeit documents, stolen bank account and
credit account information, and stolen personal iden-
tifying information,” authorities said. —AFP

PARIS: A third of France’s population
was under a new partial lockdown yes-
terday to stop the spread of COVID-
19, as some European countries
resumed AstraZeneca vaccinations fol-
lowing an all-clear from EU regulators
and the WHO. The pandemic is still
speeding up worldwide, with the num-
ber of new global coronavirus infec-
tions rising by 14 percent over the last
week compared to the previous week,
according to AFP data. Fighting to
prevent yet another wave of the virus,
several countries in Europe went back
into partial lockdown yesterday-with
Poland, parts of Ukraine and some
French regions all waking up to tight
new restrictions. 

Parisians packed trains leaving the
capital and crammed into shops ahead
of the new restrictions coming into
force, which will apply to Paris and
several other regions for a month. The
mayor of Yerres, just outside Paris, told
AFP he had told businesses there to
remain open, defying the “totally
incomprehensible” restrictions. “Why
would we catch COVID more in a shoe
store than a bookshop?” he asked.

Bookshops are considered essential
under the new measures, and later
Friday the government added florists,
chocolate shops and cobblers to the
list. Signs of lockdown weariness
abounded in cities across the world,
with protests against restrictions pop-
ping up in Vienna, Sofia and Montreal.
Some 20,000 people were expected
at a demonstration in the German city
of Kassel yesterday, raising fears it
would turn into a superspreader event. 

Infection rates are once again rising
exponentially in Germany, with the
vice president of the Robert Koch
Institute for infectious diseases warn-
ing of signs of a return to “many severe
cases and deaths, and hospitals that
are overwhelmed”. Belgium and
Switzerland, where cases are also
soaring, put off lifting restrictions on
Friday too.

AstraZeneca jabs resume 
Worries that AstraZeneca’s COVID-

19 vaccine may cause blood clots had
seen countries pause its use recently.
But after the European Medicines
Agency said it was “safe and effec-

tive”, Germany and Italy announced
they were using the jab again as of
Friday. France also brought it back into
use-but just hours later, the national
health regulator recommended its use
only for over-55s, given the reported
blood clots were only seen in younger
people. World Health Organization
vaccine safety experts said “available
data do not suggest any overall
increase in clotting conditions” among
vaccinated people. 

The Netherlands, Spain, Portugal

and Indonesia are also ending their sus-
pensions, while Ireland’s advisory com-
mittee is recommending following suit.
Seeking to reassure their populations,
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson
and his French counterpart Jean Castex
received their first AstraZeneca dose on
Friday. “I literally did not feel a thing. It
was very good, very quick,” Johnson
said. German Chancellor Angela Merkel
and Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi
also committed to get the AstraZeneca
vaccine soon. — AFP 

FRANCE: Prime Minister Jean Castex, 55-years-old, reacts as he is vaccinated with
the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine at the Hopital d’Instruction des Armees Begin,
in Saint-Mande, on the outskirts of Paris. — AFP 

ATLANTA: US President Joe Biden speaks as US Vice President Kamala Harris looks on during a listening session
with Georgia Asian American and Pacific Islander community leaders at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia. —AFP 

Paris enters new lockdown as
Europe resumes AZ jabs

SAO PAULO, Brazil: Leading the
morning medical meeting at an inten-
sive care unit in Sao Paulo, Jaques
Sztajnbok reviews his COVID-19
patients. Two, aged 56 and 53, are on
ventilators. A third is breathing on his
own, but writhing in agony. He is 26
years old. There are fewer wrinkles
and less gray hair among patients in
Brazil’s intensive care units as the
country reels from a surge in
COVID-19 that is increasingly hitting
people under 60. “We’re seeing a
high prevalence of younger patients,
with no pre-existing conditions, hos-
pitalized with very severe cases,”
Sztajnbok, head of intensive care at
Emilio Ribas Hospital, told AFP. “The
same trend is being reported at ICUs
across Brazil.”

In Brazil, like most of the world,
severe cases and deaths from COVID-
19 were mainly among the elderly dur-
ing the first wave of the novel coron-

avirus last year. Now, the country is
dealing with a devastating resurgence
of the virus, blamed partly on the emer-
gence of a new strain known as “P1” or
the “Brazil variant.” The recent surge
has pushed hospitals across Brazil
close to the breaking point, as the
country’s death toll has soared to
285,000 — second only to the United
States. This time, the demographic pro-
file of the victims is increasingly young.
Before the trend emerged last
December, the 30- to 59-year-old age
group represented 20 percent of
COVID-19 deaths in Brazil.

In about three months, that figure
increased to 27 percent, according to
health ministry data. Meanwhile, the
share of the death toll for over-60s fell
from 78 percent to 71 percent. “Half the
(COVID-19) patients hospitalized in
our nursing wards are under 60,” said
Luiz Carlos Pereira Junior, the director
of Emilio Ribas. A year ago, at the start

of the first wave in Brazil, that figure
was 35 percent, he said.

Living dangerously 
Health experts say part of the issue

is that young people are following
social distancing and masking recom-
mendations less than the elderly. In a
country whose president, far-right
leader Jair Bolsonaro, has railed against
stay-at-home measures and face
masks, many people have continued

with life as usual despite the pandemic,
especially the young. It is common to
see packed subways and buses, streets
crowded with mask-less pedestrians
and police raids to break up illegal par-
ties and clandestine bars. “Last year, I
think the fear of an unknown disease
had such an impact on people that they
listened to experts’ recommendations.
But they aren’t anymore,” said
Sztajnbok. “Young people have lost
their fear.” —AFP 

SAO PAULO: A health worker cares for a COVID-19 patient who remains in the Intensive
Care Unit of the Emilio Ribas Hospital in Sao Paulo, Brazil. — AFP 

In Brazil, COVID increasingly 
hitting the young

Son of Atlanta 
shooting victim 
raises $1.5 million
WASHINGTON: The son of one of six women of
Asian descent killed when a white man went on a
shooting rampage in a series of Georgia spas had
raised $1.5 million Friday after setting up a GoFundMe
page to help provide for himself and his younger
brother. Randy Park, 23, had aimed to raise $20,000
after his mother Hyun Jung Grant was shot dead at the
Gold Spa in Atlanta, and he and his brother found
themselves abruptly facing an uncertain future. By
Friday evening, his GoFundMe page had raised more
than $1.5 million-and counting-for the two young men.

“She was a single mother who dedicated her whole
life to providing for my brother and I. It is only my
brother and I in the United States,” Park said on the
website.  Saying his mother had been “one of my best
friends,” Park added he had not had time to mourn
because “I have a younger brother to take care of and
matters to resolve as a result of this tragedy.” “As of
now I have been advised to move out of my current
home within the end of March to save money and find
a new place to live,” he said, adding that “legal compli-
cations” were preventing him from collecting and
burying his mother.

“I don’t think I’ll be able to figure out this whole
situation along with legal matters if given 2 weeks to
move out,” he said. Grant, 51, was one of four women
killed in Atlanta, together with Soon C. Park, 74;
Yong A. Yue, 63; and Suncha Kim, 69, according to
the Fulton County medical examiner’s office. The
other four victims-targeted at Young’s Asian

Massage in the Atlanta suburb of Acworth-included
Xiaojie Tan, the spa’s 49-year-old owner who was
described as “the sweetest, kindest, most giving per-
son” by a longtime customer, Greg Hynson, speaking
to The New York Times.

The attack also claimed the lives of Delaina Yaun,
33 — a mother of two who was at the spa for a cou-
ple’s massage with her husband-spa employee
Daoyou Feng, 44, and Paul Andre Michels, 54, a
handyman doing work at the business. Police said the
21-year-old man they arrested for the eight deaths
allegedly stated he had been struggling with sex
addiction, but the carnage has sent shockwaves
through the Asian-American community, which has
been frequently targeted in racist attacks since the
coronavirus pandemic emerged in China. Park said in
his appeal for help that losing his mother “has put a
new lens on my eyes on the amount of hate that
exists in our world.”  — AFP  


