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LOS ANGELES: Utah guard Donovan Mitchell
scored 12 of his 31 points in the fourth quarter on
Friday as the NBA-leading Jazz eked out a 115-
112 victory over the Toronto Raptors. The Jazz,
stung by a 131-122 loss to the Washington
Wizards on Thursday, bounced back by the skin
of their teeth as Raptors center Pascal Siakam’s
potential game-tying shot dipped in then out at
the buzzer.

It wasn’t the kind of dominance the Jazz dis-
played in winning 11 straight games in January
and another nine in a row in February. But they
gradually heated up offensively, out-rebounded
the Raptors 48-31 and made 35 of 41 attempts
from the free-throw line to prevail.

In a fourth quarter that featured eight lead
changes, Donovan made the difference, scoring
eight straight points in the final minute and a half.
“Finding guys and also seeing where I can fit in
and do my thing,” Donovan said of finding the
right balance between facilitating his teammates
and taking over. “I forced a shot early in the
game, but in the second half I was pleased with
all the decisions I made.”

Jazz coach Quin Snyder thought Donovan, who
added five rebounds and six assists, got it right as
the Jazz became the first team this season to
reach 30 victories. “Toronto’s one of the best
defenses in the league, particularly on the ball,
and I thought Donovan showed a lot of resolve,”
Snyder said. “There was a toughness that he had.
Not only was he aggressive and forceful, he was
also precise, and made really good reads.”

In the East, the Brooklyn Nets slipped half a
game behind conference leaders Philadelphia
with a 121-113 loss to the Orlando Magic.
Orlando’s Aaron Gordon scored 38 points and

Evan Fournier chipped in 31 as the Magic fended
off a late rally by Brooklyn.

Orlando withstood a 43-point performance
from Nets star Kyrie Irving, snapping Brooklyn’s
six-game winning streak while ending their own
nine-game skid. The Nets trailed by 19 going into
the fourth quarter, but opened the final period on
a 16-1 scoring run.

A tip-in and a three-pointer by Gordon, how-
ever, helped the Magic turn back the challenge.
Irving scored just seven points in the fourth quar-
ter and star guard James Harden scored just 19
points on four-of-15 shooting — his streak of 14
straight games of at least 20 points ending.

Nuggets top Bulls
Nikola Jokic and Jamal Murray keyed Denver’s

stunning rally for a 131-127 overtime victory over
the Chicago Bulls. Serbia’s Jokic and Canada’s
Murray scored 34 points apiece against a Bulls
team that dominated most of the way thanks to
point guard Zach Lavine, who put up 32 points.

The Bulls led by 14 early in the fourth quarter,
but Jokic and Murray combined for 24 points in
the final frame. Murray drilled a three-pointer
with four-tenths of a second left in regulation and
added seven points in the extra session. Jokic
added six in overtime as the Nuggets pulled away
for the win.

Zach LaVine scored nine of his 32 for the Bulls
in overtime, but the Nuggets notched their third
straight win to remain tied for fifth place in the
Western Conference with the Portland Trail
Blazers, who beat the Dallas Mavericks 125-119.

CJ McCollum led the Blazers with 32 points
and Damian Lillard shook off a second-half injury
scare — staying in the game after taking a painful

knock to his left knee — to score 31. Luka Doncic
led the Mavs with 38 points, nine rebounds and
nine assists.

In Memphis, Golden State forward Andrew
Wiggins stepped up in the absence of  star
Stephen Curry, scoring 40 points in the Warriors’
116-103 victory over the Grizzlies. Curry was

sidelined by a bruised tailbone suffered in a side-
line fall on Wednesday.

But with a dominant offensive display from
Wiggins and 25 points from second-year guard
Jordan Poole — who got the start in place of
Curry — the Warriors won for the first time in
three games without Curry this season. —AFP

McCollum, Lillard lead Blazers over Mavs

Jazz back in tune, Magic shock
Nets despite Irving’s 43 points

TAMPA: Rudy Gobert of the Utah Jazz dunks against the Toronto Raptors on Friday at Amalie
Arena in Tampa, Florida. —AFP

NCAA under fire for
unequal amenities at
basketball tournaments
LOS ANGELES: Organizers of the hugely popular,
and lucrative, March Madness US collegiate basket-
ball tournament were under fire Friday for disparities
in the facilities offered at the men’s and women’s
events. University of Oregon sophomore Sedona
Prince launched the debate with a social media video
of the “weight room” offered at the women’s tourna-
ment in San Antonio — showing a small rack of free
weights with no benches or other amenities. “Lemme
show y’all the men’s weight room,” Prince said as her
video cut to a well-equipped gym at the men’s tour-
nament in Indiana.

Prince scoffed at the NCAA’s initial response that
the difference was due to space constraints — offer-
ing video of the roomy, empty space available in San
Antonio. “If you aren’t upset about this problem, then
you are a part of it,” added Prince, whose tweet gar-
nered reaction around the basketball world, including
from NBA star Stephen Curry of the Golden State
Warriors who re-tweeted the video with the caption
“wow come on now!”

Brooklyn Nets star Kyrie Irving also called out

the disparities on Instagram. “Soooooo @ncaa This
is how y’all are doing our Queens???!!!” Irving
posted. “We can’t tolerate this! They deserve more!”
NCAA vice president for basketball Dan Gavitt
apologized Friday in a video conference with media,
ESPN reported.

“We have intentionally organized basketball under
one umbrella, with the goal of consistency and collab-
oration. When we fall short of these expectations,
that’s on me,” Gavitt said. “I apologize to women’s
basketball student-athletes, to the coaches, to the
women’s basketball committee for dropping the ball,
frankly, on the weight room issue in San Antonio. We’ll
get it fixed as soon as possible.”

But Dawn Staley, a three-time Olympic basketball
gold medalist who now coaches the University of
South Carolina women’s team, said the weight-room
differences pointed out by Price are just the tip of the
iceberg. And she said the mindset “is not just con-
tained to our championship. “It’s on our campuses. So
this is nothing new.”

Staley noted other disparities, such as in the gifts
tournament participants received and even in the
COVID-19 tests being administered. Geno Auriemma,
coach of perennial women’s basketball powerhouse
University of Connecticut, said this week that his
players are being given daily rapid antigen tests,
which are fast but less accurate than the PCR tests
that are being administered to the men’s team. On

Twitter, Staley urged NCAA chief Mark Emmert and
his team “to own this mistake.”

“It is sad that the NCAA is not willing to recognize
and invest in our growth despite its claims of togeth-
erness and equality,” Staley said in her post. “We all
came to San Antonio with one goal: it’s time for us to
turn our attention to preparing our teams for that. But
it is also time for the NCAA leadership to reevaluate
the value they place on women.” —AFP

Boult, Guptill
power New
Zealand to ODI win
DUNEDIN: New Zealand captain Tom Latham called it
“awesome” as star performers Trent Boult and Martin
Guptill powered the Black Caps to an emphatic eight
wicket win over Bangladesh in the opening one-day
international in Dunedin yesterday.

With swing king Boult moving the ball both ways,
New Zealand dismissed Bangladesh for a mediocre 131
and a blistering cameo with the bat by Guptill saw them
cut down the target with more than 28 overs to spare.
In New Zealand’s first ODI in 12 months, Boult took
four for 27 while Guptill blazed away for 38 off 19
deliveries.

“We haven’t played for a while and it was about set-

ting the tone, winning the toss and bowling and I thought
Trent and Matt Henry did that great, and for us to chase
130 in 20-odd overs was awesome” captain Tom Latham
said. “And we know how destructive he (Guptill) can be
when he plays like that, and to break the back of the
chase was awesome and for the guys to finish it off then
was a pretty clinical performance all round.”

All but two of Guptill’s 38 runs came from bound-
aries with four sixes and three fours before Taskin
Ahmed found a faint edge and wicketkeeper Mushfiqur
Rahim completed the dismissal. Devon Conway in his
maiden ODI was the other wicket to fall for 27 while
opener Henry Nicholls was left 49 not out. Nicholls was
denied his 12th half century when another debutant
Will Young (11 not out) brought up the winning runs
with a boundary.

Tourists in trouble
When Bangladesh lost the toss and were sent into

bat opener and skipper Tamim Iqbal immediately
looked to dominate with a six off Boult’s third ball and a
four off the second over from Matt Henry. But on a

ground where the average winning score is in excess of
300, the tourists were soon in trouble when Boult took
two wickets in his third over. —AFP

SALT LAKE CITY: In this file photo taken on March 20,
2019 a detailed view of a March Madness branded
basketball is seen during a practice session before the
First Round of the NCAA Basketball Tournament at
Vivint Smart Home Arena in Salt Lake City, Utah. —AFP

DUNEDIN: New Zealand’s Trent Boult bowls past
Bangladesh’s Taskin Ahmed (back) during the 1st crick-
et ODI match between New Zealand and Bangladesh at
University Oval in Dunedin yesterday. —AFP

Buoyant West
Indies out to deepen
Sri lanka’s woes
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: Sri Lankan cricket’s
woes of the past 12 months could be extended for at
least another fortnight unless the visitors can rise to
the challenge of a buoyant West Indies team in the
two-Test series starting today at the Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium in Antigua. Swept 3-0 in the One-
Day International contest after being edged 2-1 in
the tour-opening T20 International duel, Dimuth
Karunaratne’s team have offered little by way of con-
fidence-building performances in the lead-up to the
encounters with a Caribbean squad brimming with
confidence after their unexpected successes in a
similar two-match series in Bangladesh last month.

Having replaced Jason Holder as full-time Test
captain on the strength of his handling of the under-
dog West Indies for the Tests in Chattogram and
Dhaka, Kraigg Brathwaite leads a home team
strengthened by the return of the former skipper and
experienced batsman Darren Bravo.

Both were among a dozen first-choice players who
opted out of the Bangladesh captain due to COVID-19
concerns. In their absence, debutants Kyle Mayers and
Nkrumah Bonner took their opportunities with both
hands and are predictably retained for this first series
of an extended season of international cricket in the
West Indies. South Africa, Australia and Pakistan are
also scheduled to visit the region in the coming months.
West Indies’ main concern going into the first Test
appears to be finding the ideal balance to the team as
Holder’s return to duty as one of the premier all-
rounders in the international game gives the selectors
the option of playing an additional spinner depending
on the condition of the pitch before the start of play
today. While the slow bowler-friendly conditions in
Bangladesh made the deployment of off-spinner
Rahkeem Cornwall and left-arm orthodox Jomel
Warrican in tandem almost inevitable, the situation is
not so straightforward at the Sir Vivian Richards
Stadium where the home fast bowlers dominated
Bangladesh and England in Test matches there in 2018
and 2019. —AFP

Kuwait’s Jaffar
fully motivated for
2022 Dakar Rally
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti motocross athlete, Mohammed
Jaffar, does not show any intention of resting. Instead,
he has been taking on challenge after challenge since
entering the racing world in 2007. After his recent par-
ticipation in the world’s toughest and most famous rally,
Dakar Rally, which was hosted by Saudi Arabia last
January for the second time in a row, Jaffar is already
preparing for the third edition of this race. 

“I had an accident on the fifth day of the Dakar Rally
and had to withdraw. It was frustrating, but it could have
happened to any biker in a similar rally,” said Jaffar, who
is a professional Red Bull athlete. “It was my first experi-
ence in the Dakar Rally, and I benefited a lot from it in
terms of experience and competing internationally.”

“And I benefited a lot from it in terms of building
contacts and gaining international exposure.” Jaffar
added. Mohammed Jaffar wants to build on his past
achievements. His first victory dates back to 2011 in the

Emirates Motorplex Championship in the “MX2” cate-
gory, where he established himself as one of the best
motocross riders in the Middle East. He previously won
one of the rounds of the Emirates Desert Championship
and placed in the top ten in his first international rally,
the Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge, in addition to winning
13 titles in other motocross tournaments. 

There is no doubt that the Coronavirus affected
Jaffar’s plans for 2021. “I was affected like everyone
else by the pandemic, as travel procedures have
become very complicated, not to mention the fact that
the quarantine for a week or two after each trip (upon
returning to Kuwait) would negatively affect my
preparations” He said. 

“My goal is to participate annually in the Dakar
Rally with the support of Red Bull. I was supposed to
compete in several tournaments in Dubai, Bahrain, and
Kuwait, but the Coronavirus put everything on hold.
And, in the event of the pandemic coming to an end, I
will make sure to participate in any of the races which
are being held in the Middle East. I believe in my abili-
ties and have the desire to raise my country’s flag on
the podium.”

In response to a question about how he prepares for
upcoming challenges, specifically the Dakar Rally 2022,
Jaffar said “My training usually takes place in Kuwait
but, my experience with the race in Saudi Arabia

revealed that the nature of the rally was very different.
So, if the coronavirus outbreak recedes, I will make
sure to be in Saudi Arabia.” Jaffar added “In the mean-
time, I take every opportunity I have to prepare myself
for the third edition of the Dakar race. Saudi Arabia is
close to Kuwait, so it will be easy to train there. During
the current year, every time I have the opportunity, to
prepare myself on the ground for the third edition held
in KSA.”

It is worth mentioning that the Dakar Rally was
launched in 1979 in Paris, reaching the Senegalese capi-

tal, Dakar, and is being held on the most rugged roads.
In 2009, the rally was moved to South America, where it
was held between Argentina and Chile until 2019. The
rally then moved to Saudi Arabia in 2020, in a partner-
ship with the organizers that should last until 2030.

Jaffar is always keen to thank his supporters who
took him from a hobbyist to a professional, including
Red Bull, the General Authority for Sports and the
Kuwait International Automobile Club, especially KTM,
who insured his motorcycle with which he participated
in the recent Dakar Rally. 

Mohammed Jaffar Kuwaiti motocross athlete Mohammed Jaffar in action.


