
LOS ANGELES: Jordan Clarkson scored a team
high of 30 points as the NBA-leading Utah Jazz
won their third straight with a 126-94 NBA vic-
tory over the San Antonio Spurs on Wednesday
in Salt Lake City. Bojan Bogdanovic finished with
24 points for the Jazz, who cruised to victory de-
spite being without their one-two guard punch of
Donovan Mitchell and Mike Conley.

The Jazz improved to 48-18 on the season and
the win — combined with the Atlanta Hawks 135-
103 victory over the Phoenix Suns — allowed
them to reclaim first place in the NBA and top
spot in the Western Conference.

“Finding our rhythm, it’s great. Right now we
are trying to figure out how to play without
Donovan and Mike we are trying to run more. So
it’s good for me to get my confidence back and
be ready for the playoffs,” said Bogdanovic, who
has averaged 25.8 points in his last five contests.

Utah is a game ahead of Phoenix in the West
standings with six games left in the regular sea-
son. Luka Samanic scored 15 points for the Spurs,
who are in tenth spot in the West and trying to
hold onto that last position for the play-in tour-
nament. 

“You go through adversity sometimes,” Spurs
player DeMar DeRozan said. “You can’t let it di-
minish your confidence. We still got six games left.
Still six opportunities for us to be able to put our-
selves in a position to keep playing.”

Utah recorded their second straight double-
digit victory over the Spurs in three days as they
shot 55 percent from the floor. Jakob Poeltl
scored early in the contest to give San Antonio a
10-8 lead but it was the only time the Spurs would
be on top all game.

Elsewhere, the Hawks bench scored a com-

bined 74 points as Atlanta continued its domina-
tion over Phoenix with a 135-103 rout. Reserves
Lou Williams and Danilo Gallinari scored 16
points each for the Hawks, who have won seven
consecutive home games. “We definitely needed
to bring the energy and intensity for 48 minutes
playing against the best team in the league,” said
Gallinari. “It was a great challenge and I thought
we did a great job.”

Clint Capela finished with 18 points and 10 re-
bounds and Trae Young chipped in 16 points and
12 assists in the win. Devin Booker scored 30
points to record his sixth game out of the last
seven with 30 or more points. Mikal Bridges de-
livered 18 points for the Suns, who had their five-
game win streak snapped. The Hawks went on a
16-0 run in the fourth quarter as the Suns didn’t
score their first field goal of the quarter until there
was 2:33 left in regulation time.

Fourth-quarter blitz
Atlanta extended their lead to 25 points —

113-88 — when Onyeka Okongwu finished off an
alley-oop pass. Okongwu finished with 14 points.
The win gave Atlanta a split of the season series.
Also, Nikola Jokic had 32 points and 12 rebounds,
Austin Rivers scored 25 points against his former
team, and the Denver Nuggets beat the New York
Knicks 113-97. 

“Some games I don’t score in the first half and
then I score a lot in the second half,” Jokic said.
“The team was finding me, I was making shots. It
just happened like that.” Michael Porter scored 17
points and Facu Campazzo had 16 points, nine re-
bounds for Denver, who improved to 44-22. The
Nuggets are tied with the Los Angeles Clippers
for third in the Western Conference. — AFP

Friday, May 7, 2021S p o r t s

Friday38

NEW YORK: The game between the Washington Capitals and the New York Rangers starts with a line brawl one second
into play at Madison Square Garden on Wednesday in New York City. — AFP

Jazz regain top spot in the West,
reserves help Hawks down Suns

SALT LAKE CITY: Jordan Clarkson #00 of the Utah Jazz high fives Bojan Bogdanovic #44 of the Utah Jazz during the
game against the San Antonio Spurs on Wednesday at vivint.SmartHome Arena in Salt Lake City, Utah. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: An emotional TJ Oshie scored
a hat trick Wednesday as the Washington Capi-
tals defeated the New York Rangers 4-2 in a
fight-filled clash that featured  fireworks from
the opening faceoff. The two East Division rivals
combined for a total of 141 penalty minutes in
their second game in just three nights as there
were six fights in the first 4:14 of play, including
three off the opening faceoff.

Immediately after the win, Capitals forward
Nicklas Backstrom embraced teammate Oshie,
who was playing his first game since the death
of his father. “I felt like he needed a hug,” Back-
strom said. “I told him ‘You are the strongest
person I know.’ First of all it is impressive that he
actually played today.”

But Oshie’s heroics were overshadowed by
the bad blood between the two rivals that had
spilled over from the Capitals’ 6-3 Monday win.
That’s when Washington’s enforcer Tom Wilson
drew four penalties and was later slapped with
a $5,000 fine by the league.

Wilson punched Ranger forward Pavel Buch-
nevich in the back of the head while the Russian
was face down on the ice. Wilson also went after
the smaller Artemi Panarin, ripping off his helmet
and throwing him to the ice.

The Rangers felt Wilson got off lightly with
just a fine and publicly called for the removal of
the NHL’s discipline chief George Parros, setting
the stage for Wednesday night’s explosive open-
ing with Wilson at the center of the storm.

Adding to the tension among the Rangers, the
club also on Wednesday abruptly fired president
John Davidson and general manager Jeff Gorton

with three games left in the season. Chris Drury
was named president and GM. 

It was not immediately clear if the front office
shakeup had any connection to Monday’s dustup
but the timing raised questions. “It’s obviously a
crazy day. You add in the anxiety or anticipation
all day from our group, and then waking up from
a pregame nap with the whole set of news,”
Rangers forward Ryan Strome said.

One second after the opening faceoff
Wednesday, three forwards each from both
teams squared off at center ice. Washington’s
Nic Dowd, Carl Hagelin and Garnet Hathaway
traded punches with Rangers forwards Kevin
Rooney, Colin Blackwell and Phillip Di Giuseppe
in front of the pandemic-limited  crowd of 1,800
at Madison Square Garden. No sooner had the
officials broken those fights up and sent the
players to the penalty box then Wilson came out
for his first shift of the game. He was immediately
challenged by Rangers tough guy Brendan
Smith. There would be two more fights before
the period was out, leading to a total of 100
penalty minutes in the first period alone. “We
were just trying to stick up for our teammate,”
Smith said. “It was a good response for sure.”

Referees TJ Luxmore and Ian Walsh did a
good job of keeping a lid on the penalties after
initial fights by handing out 10 minute miscon-
ducts to Capitals Zdeno Chara and Wilson, and
a five minute major and game misconduct to
Buchnevich after he highsticked Washington’s
Anthony Mantha in the face in the second pe-
riod. Buchnevich will likely be suspended for his
crosscheck.—AFP

Oshie nets hat trick as Capitals-Rangers
brawl from opening bell


