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LONDON: Chelsea set up an all-English
Champions League final against Manchester City
as goals from Timo Werner and Mason Mount
beat Real Madrid 2-0 in a dominant display on
Wednesday to seal a 3-1 aggregate victory at
Stamford Bridge.

If anything, the scoreline flattered Madrid as
the 13-time European champions had no
response to Chelsea’s greater strength and
speed. The Blues should have ran out far more
convincing winners as they toyed with the tired
visitors in the second half.

However, Werner’s cushioned header into an
empty net on 28 minutes after Kai Havertz’s initial
effort came back off the crossbar and Mount’s
tap-in five minutes from time were enough to seal
their place in Istanbul on May 29.

“To never lose the concentration, focus and
positive energy on the pitch ñ- it was a huge per-
formance and well deserved,” said Chelsea man-
ager Thomas Tuchel, who has masterminded a
huge turnaround in Chelsea’s season since
replacing the sacked Frank Lampard in January.

Backed by Russian billionaire owner Roman
Abramovich, Chelsea’s £220 million spending
spree last summer has been rewarded with a first
Champions League final since they lifted the tro-
phy for the only time in 2012.

“We never lost the hunger, the desire to
defend,” added Tuchel. “In the second half we
had even better structure to defend and it was a
fantastic performance. We could have scored so
much earlier and more to be safe, but it’s no time
for criticism now. It’s a fantastic achievement and
big congratulations to the team.”

Madrid boss Zinedine Zidane welcomed back
captain Sergio Ramos for the first time in six
weeks, while Eden Hazard was handed a rare
start in an injury-hit season on his return to
Stamford Bridge. But the Belgian was again a
peripheral figure as Madrid’s over-reliance on
Karim Benzema to provide a goal threat was
exposed. “We needed to be better going for-
ward,” said Zidane. “We didn’t have any clear

chances. They made a number of them and that’s
football. “We fought and tried but they deserved
to win and go through.”

Missed chances
Madrid’s only serious threat came from a

quick turn and shot from the edge of the box
from Benzema that Edouard Mendy did brilliantly
to turn behind midway through the first half.

Moments later they were behind as Werner
scored just his fourth goal in his last 39 games.

N’Golo Kante and Havertz did the hard work
as the French midfielder fed Havertz, whose
audacious chip over Thibaut Courtois bounced
invitingly off the crossbar for Werner to head into
an empty net. Chelsea have now kept 18 clean
sheets in 24 games since the appointment of
Tuchel turned their season around.

However, a failure to take their chances at the
other end means they are still far from guaran-
teed a place in the Champions League next sea-
son. That lack of a killer touch was exposed after
the break as Havertz saw a free header come
back off the bar before Mount blasted over with
just Courtois to beat.

The former Chelsea ‘keeper, who controver-
sially forced a move back to Spain in the summer
of 2018, kept his current employers in the tie as
he then saved one-on-ones with Havertz and
Kante, with the Blues’ speed on the break too
much for Madrid’s ageing midfield to cope with.

Tuchel was growing increasingly frustrated
with his side’s inability to put the tie to bed, but
could finally relax five minutes from time.
Substitute Christian Pulisic left Courtois on the
floor and from his cut-back, Mount slid in to fin-
ish from close range. Fired by Paris Saint-
Germain on Christmas Eve after leading the
French champions to their first ever final in this
competition last season, Tuchel is headed back to
the Champions League showpiece match for a
second consecutive season, unlike his former
club, who were beaten 4-1 on aggregate by City
in the other semi-final. — AFP

MADRID: Real Madrid were not just beaten but
outplayed, their defeat by Chelsea on Wednesday
clear enough to spell the end of a team that has
gone on and on but can no longer match the best
in Europe. After a historic run that has seen
Zinedine Zidane’s grandees win three consecutive
Champions League titles and four in eight years,
Real Madrid can be under no illusions.

This is the third year they have failed to reach
the final and the second in a row they have faced
elite English opposition and been found wanting.
“Chelsea were the better team,” said midfielder
Casemiro. “We have no excuses.”

Madrid were outclassed by Manchester City
last season in the round of 16 and while the 3-1
aggregate score against Chelsea made the tie look
competitive, they were fortunate to escape a
thrashing. The second leg could have been compa-
rable to Barcelona’s humiliation by Bayern Munich,
if only Chelsea were less wasteful with the string
of golden opportunities they created.

Barca were thrown into crisis by that 8-2 loss in
Lisbon last season, jolted to begin a painful transi-
tion that required unpopular decisions about some

of the club’s leading players. Madrid, in contrast,
have resisted change, Zidane opting instead to
extract every last ounce of experience, character
and class from his trusted lieutenants, than begin
to look to the future.

It has worked too, the club overcoming a year
without a single signing, on the back of another in
which they spent 100 million euros on Eden
Hazard, money that now looks completely wasted.
Without signings and largely without Hazard,
Zidane revived and cajoled the old spine of Sergio
Ramos, Luka Modric, Toni Kroos, Casemiro and
Karim Benzema to reset and win again.

They won La Liga last season and if they beat
Sevilla on Sunday, they could be favorites to win it
again, on the cusp of Zidane’s third La Liga title in
four full seasons in charge. With a depleted squad,
ravaged all season by injuries and lately drained by
fatigue, that would be an immense achievement.

Real’s reduced status
This Real Madrid era will deservedly go down

as one of the greatest of all time, for whom win-
ning mentality was not just an asset but the defin-

ing feature. Yet increasingly the level needed to
win in Spain appears significantly lower than what
is required in Europe, where Paris Saint-Germain
were too good for Barca and Chelsea have shown
themselves superior to both Real and Atletico
Madrid.

If any of La Liga’s top three had come up
against either Bayern or City, it is hard to imagine
a different result. Madrid’s reduced status is not

lost on the club’s president Florentino Perez,
whose passion for a European Super League is
driven in part by desperation to prevent the gap
getting bigger.

Perez said without the millions on offer from
the breakaway, Madrid cannot afford the likes of
Kylian Mbappe this summer, the kind of statement
signing to launch a new cycle in one-fell swoop.
But there is change that could be slower and
smarter, that does not involve buying only the best
players in the world at the very highest price.

Sergio Ramos and Luka Modric are both out
of contract this summer, with the future of Ramos
particularly uncertain. Yet it is the role of Zidane
that could now come into sharp focus, not so much
around his proven capabilities with this current
team, but his suitability for ushering in a new one.

Some higher up the club have been frustrated
by Zidane’s reluctance to nurture younger talents.
Martin Odegaard was sidelined and allowed to
leave, while Fede Valverde has succumbed to the
regular midfield trio and Vinicius Junior and
Rodrygo have only delivered in fits and starts.
Zidane’s contract expires in 2022 but he has
repeatedly refused to address questions regarding
his future. “I do not look beyond the day to day, I
don’t plan anything,” he said in February. The
French national team is often mentioned as a natu-
ral next step, particularly as he has never envis-
aged a long managerial career. —AFP

BIRMINGHAM: Manchester City’s English midfielder Phil Foden (left) is fouled by Aston Villa’s English
defender Matty Cash during the English Premier League football match at Villa Park on Wednesday. — AFP 

LONDON: Real Madrid’s French coach Zinedine
Zidane reacts during the UEFA Champions League
second leg semi-final football match between
Chelsea and Real Madrid at Stamford Bridge in
London on Wednesday. — AFP

Chelsea dominate Real Madrid to set
up all-English Champions League final

Real Madrid outclassed by Chelsea as 
defeat raises fresh doubts around old guard


