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The Messenger of Allah, sallallaahu ’alayhi wa
sallam, led many battles; however, fighting did
not occur except in a limited number of them.
What was this number?
A. Five
B. Seven
C. Nine
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What is the name of fast-breaking food?
A. Sawm
B. Zakat
C. Iftar
D. Sadaqah
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Lockdown gave artists more time to work on
pieces at home: Grand Mosque Art Consultant
It takes years of hard work and labor to perfect your style: Al-Ali

Ramadan Diwaniya

ACK launches
iftar meals 
distribution drive 
KUWAIT: The Australian College of Kuwait (ACK)
kicked-off its annual Ramadan iftar meals distribu-
tion drive as part of its corporate social responsibil-
ity strategy. The initiative is a humble gesture dur-
ing the holy month of Ramadan from ACK towards
community members and disadvantaged families.

Over the past years, ACK had organized initia-
tives every Ramadan with its students, staff and fac-
ulty to hand out iftar meals to needy members of
the community, but as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic, the college limited volunteers to only a
small number of staff members. The team stream-
lined efforts to distribute Iftar meals and ensure
compliance with precautionary measures.

May Al-Musallam, Senior Manager of Public
Relations at ACK, highlighted the importance of
giving back to the community, noting that the
College remains true to its core values of helping
the community even more in difficult times such as
these. “ACK was built around a culture of care, and
as a college, we believe it is our responsibility to
care for all those in need, not just our students. It is
important to us to lend a helping hand to those who
need it,” concluded Musallam. 

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti professionals are interviewed by
Kuwait Times to learn more about the nature of their
jobs, and changes and challenges they have faced
during the pandemic. The following are excerpts from
Kuwait Times’ interview with Fareed Al-Ali, Art
Consultant at the Grand Mosque.

Kuwait Times: How is your daily work amidst the
coronavirus pandemic? Are you still going to work
daily? 

Fareed Al-Ali: So many people are complaining
about the lockdown and curfew because of the pan-
demic, but for me as an artist, this is a good time to
spend at home since I have lots of things to do.
Normally you wouldn’t see me in the house because I
would be very busy. Now I have a lot of time to do
calligraphy at home and arrange everything in the
house - boxes and books I have in the library. I am
also readying Islamic art projects I am planning after
the pandemic. I can see the coronavirus will be a
thing of the past soon. I go to work as well. I am
enjoying the new timings.  

Kuwait Times: Tell us about your work at the
Grand Mosque.

Al-Ali: I started working at the Grand Mosque in
2005. Our workload is less now because we cannot
hold activities or gatherings. We hold virtual art
expos, but these are not as good as actual exhibitions
where you can see and feel the details of the art-
works. But we have to do this so that our creativity is
not affected. Before the pandemic, we used to have
lots of activities - exhibitions, workshops, conven-
tions, lectures, Quran recitation competitions, cultural
weeks and expos within and outside Kuwait. 

Kuwait Times: Some people are comparing this
pandemic to the Great Depression and World Wars.
How do you view it? 

Al-Ali: In war, you know who your enemies are,
who you are fighting against. We cannot see the virus,
we are all in danger and we are all in the same boat -
anxious and uneasy, because we don’t know when the
virus is going to strike us. This is not a normal virus;
there’s no medicine for it and it will take time to find
the cure for this virus. We don’t know when the pan-
demic is going to end. 

In war, we normally come together to fight as one
and win the battle, but against this virus, we are told
to stay at home and maintain a distance from one

another to stay healthy. In war, we fight using many
weapons, fighter jets and missiles, but against the
coronavirus, we are only reliant on a vaccine. At this
stage, not all countries around the world have the
vaccine and are still waiting for doses to arrive. Thank
God we have vaccines here in Kuwait.  

Years of hard work
Kuwait Times: You are a well-known calligrapher

in Kuwait. Was this your passion/hobby? When did
you start?

Al-Ali: To perfect your style and calligraphic
instinct, it takes years of hard work and labor. I’ve
been doing this now for the past 45 years. I develop

my skills because I love it. I started when I was a
child.  I love calligraphy and want to impart this
knowledge and art throughout the world. I still feel
calligraphy done by hand is the best of all. You can
see individuality and personal touch. It’s natural. 

Kuwait Times: After graduating from university,
which path did you pursue? 

Al-Ali: When I finished college, I immediately

started working as an architect - that was my degree
at the university. My hobby then took me to calligra-
phy. I worked at the Municipality, the engineering
department at the ministry of public works, the army
and the ministry of defense’s art department until I
retired. I am working as an art consultant at the min-
istry of awqaf at the Grand Mosque until now.  I am
happy with my achievements before and now, and all
the activities by the ministry of awqaf to promote
Islamic art, not just in Kuwait but all over the world. I
am happy to create things which nobody dares to do.

Kuwait Times: Tell us about your family.
Al-Ali: My parents helped me to be of service to

Islamic art. They were my source of strength at that
time and very helpful. My parents have a very special
place in my heart - they are the reason where I am
now. They bought all the tools for me to be a good
calligrapher and artist. My wife and children are very
supportive too. My wife is very artistic - sometimes
she shows me something I wasn’t able to see. 

Kuwait Times: What was the outcome of your
virtual calligraphy expo last year with participation
by hundreds of calligraphers from all over the world? 

Al-Ali: The international virtual art calligraphy exhi-
bition which we held during the onset of the pandemic
was very successful. It was the biggest expo in the
world at that time. The message of the expo was that
Allah will help us continue with our lives. Everything
bad will come to pass. More than 103 calligraphers
joined from all over the world to make this expo possi-
ble and 340 artworks were submitted. We achieved the
goal of the exhibition I am very thankful to everyone
who participated and visited our virtual expo. 

Everything 
bad will come 

to pass

KUWAIT: Fareed Al-Ali, Art Consultant at the Grand
Mosque.

A calligraphy artwork by Fareed Al-Ali.

IWG hosts ‘Ramadan
Around the World’
virtual meeting
KUWAIT: International Women’s Group (IWG) -
Kuwait celebrated the holy month of Ramadan in a
virtual meeting that showcased the customs and
traditions of Bangladesh, Jordan, Kuwait, Malaysia,
Oman, Pakistan, Palestine and Turkey, with presen-
tations organized by the respective embassies. The
event was held recently under the patronage of
Sheikha Hanouf Bader Al-Muhamad Al Sabah,
spouse to Minister of Foreign Affairs, and Honorary
President of the IWG - Kuwait.

Ambreen Mustafa, spouse of the Ambassador of
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and President of
IWG, delivered the welcome speech and Rima
Khalidi, spouse of the Ambassador of the State of
Palestine and Vice president of IWG introduced the
honored presenters.   

Sheikha Hanouf in a special videotaped
Ramadan speech said: “Dear friends in the
International Women’s Group, Ramadan teaches us
valuable lessons about the importance of trying our
utmost to do good and of seeking to help the less
fortunate. We in this group take pride in all our
women, who have taken the initiative to serve the
community and to improve Kuwait and humanity.”
She also extended her best wishes for universal
health, prosperity and peace and stressed the
importance of adherence to state guidelines in the
fight against the pandemic during the holy month of
Ramadan and moving forward.

IWG’s ‘Ramadan Around the World’ presenta-
tions included colorful and festive videos of the
participating countries’ foods and customs, all
beautifully presented and narrated by the IWG
honorary member of each country, and Ramadan
greetings from several Ambassadors, including:

• General Md Ashikuzzaman, Ambassador of
Bangladesh to the state of Kuwait and his spouse

Nahid Niaz.
• Manar Kreshan, spouse

of the Ambassador of
Jordan to the state of
Kuwait.

• Sharpiah Ab Raman,
spouse of the Ambassador
of Malaysia to the state of
Kuwait. 

• Kathiya Alkharusi,
spouse of the Ambassador
of Oman to the state of
Kuwait.

• Ambreen Mustafa,
spouse of the Ambassador of Pakistan to the state
of Kuwait. 

• Rami Tahboub, Ambassador of Palestine to the
State of Kuwait and his spouse Rima Khalidi.

• Aysa Hilal Koytak, Ambassador of Turkey to
the state of Kuwait.

The Ramadan traditions of Kuwait were expertly
presented by Sarah Al-Bakar of KTV 2 who took
members through a wonderful and detailed cultural
journey covering special Ramadan foods, clothing
and customs such as Abu Tubaila, Zaad and girgian.
The event concluded with special thanks to the dis-
tinguished presenters, volunteers, online partici-
pants and the IWG board members for making the
event a great success. 

IWG members attend the virtual meeting.

Sheikha Hanouf
Bader Al-Muhamad

Al Sabah

KUWAIT: Ambreen Mustafa, spouse of the Ambassador
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and President of IWG
(right) and Rima Khalidi, spouse of the Ambassador of
the State of Palestine and Vice president of IWG.


