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LOS ANGELES: Bojan Bogdanovic torched Denver for a
career-high 48 points as the Utah Jazz remained in top
spot in the Western Conference with a 127-120 victory
over the Nuggets on Friday night. The under-manned
Jazz were without their dynamic guard duo of Donovan
Mitchell and Mike Conley, but throughout their injury
absences other Utah players have been stepping up and
Friday it was Bogdanovic’s turn. “I’m playing better. I’m
shooting the ball better,” Bogdanovic said. “So I’m get-
ting in the right shape in the right moment right before
the playoffs.”

Mitchell has missed the last 11 games with a right
ankle sprain and Conley has missed six straight games
with a hamstring injury. Jordan Clarkson had 21 points
and eight assists for the Jazz, who improved to 48-18 and
are one game ahead of Phoenix for the top seed in the
Western Conference. Clarkson was coming off a 30-
point game against the San Antonio Spurs on
Wednesday. Rudy Gobert had 14 points and nine
rebounds, Georges Niang had 13 points and Joe Ingles
had 10 points and nine assists for the Jazz in Salt Lake
City.

Like Utah, the Nuggets are limping into the postsea-
son. But they are still getting it done even though all-star
Jamal Murray is out for the season with a torn ACL.
Michael Porter paced Denver with 31 points, Nikola Jokic
finished with 24 points, 13 assists, and Paul Millsap
chipped in 19 points for the Nuggets, who have won 10
of 13 games since Murray got injured. “What didn’t we
see from him tonight?” Jazz coach Quin Snyder said of
Bogdanovic. “He was making great reads. He really
scored every way possible.”

Bogdanovic nailed a three pointer with 4:39 left in the
fourth to give the Jazz a 114-106 lead. Denver went on a 5-
0 run to cut the lead to just three. Clarkson then hit a
three-pointer and Gobert made a basket to make it 119-
112. Denver clawed their way back to get within three
points with a minute remaining but Clarkson sealed the
victory with the last of his six threes. Denver shot 60 per-
cent from the field and 50 percent from three-point range.

In Portland, Damian Lillard put on a show for the fans
scoring a game-high 38 points as the Trail Blazers
defeated the slumping Los Angeles Lakers 106-101 in a
key positional game as the playoffs draw closer. CJ
McCollum scored 21 points for the Trail Blazers, who
welcomed fans back to the Moda Center for the first time
this season.

Portland moved into sixth place in the Western
Conference, while dropping the Lakers into seventh
place. The victory gives the Trail Blazers the important
tiebreaker edge in the standings after they won two of
three games over the Lakers this season. The top six in
the conference avoid this season’s new play-in round.

Anthony Davis finished with 36 points and 12
rebounds for the Lakers, who lost for the eighth time in
the past 10 games. The Lakers played without injured
LeBron James (ankle) and Dennis Schroder, who was out
because of health and safety protocols.

Doncic delivers
Elsewhere, Luka Doncic scored 24 points and sur-

passed the 5,000 career point mark as the Dallas

Mavericks defeated the Cleveland Cavaliers 110-90.
Doncic became just the fourth-youngest NBA player (22
years, 67 days) to reach 5,000 points when he scored his
seventh point of Friday’s game. Only Carmelo Anthony,
LeBron James and Kevin Durant did it at a younger age.
Doncic played just 23 minutes and also had eight
rebounds.

With the win, the Mavericks clinched the Southwest
Division title, giving them the fifth seed if there is a
three-way tie with the Los Angeles Lakers and Portland.
“I think it’s something that’s always worthwhile,” said
coach Rick Carlisle. “It shows that you’re one of the bet-
ter teams. It’s big and we’ll take it. It’s important to get
this win, try to get through this game unscathed and get
ready for Sunday.” —AFP

Short-handed Jazz outshine Nuggets,
Blazers get leg up on slumping Lakers
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Horacio Llorens trains in El Hierro, Canary Islands. —Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Pelicans’ Williamson out
with fractured finger
NEW YORK: New
Orleans Pelicans star
forward Zion
Williamson will be
sidelined indefinitely
with a fractured left
ring finger, the NBA
team announced
Friday. The setback
came as the Pelicans,
chasing a play-in
game position in
hopes of reaching the
playoffs, began a
five-game road trip
at Philadelphia on
Friday. The team said
in a statement that
Williamson under-
went a series of diag-
nostic tests Thursday
and a CT scan
revealed the broken
finger, with more
evaluation needed to
determine a treatment plan and return timetable.

Williamson ranked ninth in the NBA in scoring
with 27.0 points a game and also has grabbed 7.2
rebounds and passed off 3.7 assists a game. At 30-
36, the Pelicans rank 11th in the Western Conference
with the top 10 having a chance to compete in the
post-season. They are 1 1/2 games behind 10th-
place San Antonio and three games behind ninth-
place Memphis with six games remaining.  —AFP

PORTLAND: Damian Lillard #0 of the Portland Trail Blazers drives to the basket against Anthony Davis #3
of the Los Angeles Lakers during the third quarter at Moda Center on Friday in Portland, Oregon. —AFP

Reds ace Miley
throws second MLB
no-hitter in three days
LOS ANGELES: Left hander Wade Miley threw Major
League Baseball’s fourth no-hitter of the season, striking
out eight batters as the Cincinnati Reds blanked the
Cleveland Indians 3-0 on Friday. The 34-year-old Miley
delivered a dynamic performance, retiring the first 16 bat-
ters he faced and walking just one as the Indians suffered
their second no-hit game in a month.

Miley, who has also pitched for Houston, Milwaukee,
Baltimore, Seattle, Boston and Arizona, is in his second
season with the Reds. He tossed the first no-hitter for the
franchise since 2013 when Homer Bailey did it. Miley said
it hasn’t sunk in yet. “It’s so far-fetched,” Miley said. “I’m
speechless.”

On April 14 in Chicago, the Indians were no-hit by
White Sox’s Carlos Rodon in an 8-0 decision. This is also
the second no-no this week for the league after
Baltimore’s John Means no-hit Seattle on Wednesday.
The Indians came into the game having won five straight
but they didn’t get a baserunner until the sixth inning.
Amed Rosario reached second base on a throwing error
by Reds infielder Nick Senzel.

Miley walked batter Cesar Hernandez later in the
inning but managed to get out of the tight frame without
surrendering a hit. “He kept us off balance,” Indians man-
ager Terry Francona said. “He put on a clinic. I mean he
cut the ball in on the righties, threw a changeup, threw a
four-seamer in, he just went back and forth.”

The game was scoreless after eight innings. In the top
of the ninth, Cincinnati’s Senzel and Jesse Winker singled

off Indians pitcher Emmanuel Clase. Senzel scored on a
throwing error by Clase. Winker trotted home on a balk,
then Mike Moustakas hit an RBI single and that would be
all the runs the Reds needed for the win.

Miley got the final out in the bottom of the ninth when
Jordan Luplow hit a grounder to the shortstop. “I will
never forget that,” Reds manager David Bell said. “I will
never forget the look on Wade’s face. I’m so glad he’s

enjoying every moment.”
The other no-hitter in 2021 was delivered by the San

Diego Padres Joe Musgrove, on April 9 against the Texas
Rangers. Arizona Diamondbacks pitcher Madison
Bumgarner threw seven no-hit innings against the Atlanta
Braves as part of a doubleheader on April 25, but it wasn’t
counted as an official no-hitter because the game didn’t
last nine innings. —AFP

Nadal admits Zverev
defeat ‘step back’
but remains positive
MADRID: Rafael Nadal admitted his 6-4, 6-4
loss to Germany’s Alexander Zverev in the
Madrid Open quarter-finals on Friday was a
“step back” but insisted there were plenty of
positives as he plots his way to a 14th Roland
Garros title. Nadal has now fallen early in two
clay-court Masters tournaments ahead of the
Grand Slam in Paris, after going out in the Monte
Carlo quarter-finals last month before winning in
Barcelona.

Even in Barcelona, however, he needed to
save a championship point to beat Stefanos
Tsitsipas in the final. Nadal is hoping to clinch a
14th Roland Garros title and record-setting 21st
major in the French capital next month.

“I took steps forward, but when you go up a
staircase, there are times when it happens that
you take a step back, that’s what happened
today,” said five-time Madrid champion Nadal.
“It’s a week where there were a lot of positive
things. I’m leaving Madrid with good feelings in
general, and the bad one having played a match
like today. Now, what is the goal before Roland
Garros? Go to Rome (for next week’s Italian
Open) and win, that’s all.”

Nadal had been hoping to reach the semi-
finals of a Masters event for the 75th time. “I had
the match under control at the beginning and
was playing well for six games, probably playing
better than him,” said the Spaniard. “Then at 4-2
serving for 5-2, I had a disaster.”

Nadal continued: “Of course, playing against
one of the best players in the world, under
these circumstances, with this speed of the
court, it’s very difficult.” Zverev has beaten
Nadal three times in a row but this was his first
victory on clay against the world number two.
“It’s definitely one of the biggest wins of my
career so far, especially on clay against Rafa,”
Zverev said. “It is the toughest thing to do in
our sport. Beating him in his house, in Spain, is
incredible.”

Zverev’s impressive straights-set win at the
Caja Magica earns him a meeting with Dominic
Thiem in the semis, in what will be a repeat of
last year’s US Open final, which was won by
Thiem. After losing to world number eight
Andrey Rublev in Monaco, Nadal was convinc-
ingly beaten by Zverev and the spotlight will be
on the 34-year-old now in Rome next week, his
last tournament before heading to Paris. 

It started well for Nadal when he broke
Zverev to love to lead 4-2 in the first set,
Zverev serving a double fault to give away the
first advantage. But the world number five
immediately hit back and then pulled away, four
straight games clinching him the set. —AFP
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CLEVELAND: Wade Miley #22 of the Cincinnati Reds pitches against the Cleveland Indians during the ninth
inning at Progressive Field on Friday in Cleveland, Ohio. —AFP


