
Khan: London’s 
feisty mayor 
wins second term
LONDON: London Mayor Sadiq Khan, who won
re-election Saturday, has risen from humble roots to
spar with prime ministers and presidents since tak-
ing charge of the British capital five years ago.  The
50-year-old politician from the main opposition
Labour party, a former human rights lawyer brought
up on a London public housing complex, won a
second stint at City Hall with victory over
Conservative rival Shaun Bailey.  This continues a
remarkable journey for the Pakistani immigrant bus
driver’s son, who became the first Muslim mayor of
a Western capital when initially elected in 2016.

He has made a name for himself as a vocal critic
of Brexit and successive Conservative prime minis-
ters, including his mayoral predecessor Boris
Johnson, as well as for a feud with former US presi-
dent Donald Trump. The pair became embroiled in
an extraordinary war of words, after Khan criticised
Trump’s controversial travel ban on people from
certain Muslim countries.

In a series of bizarre attacks, Trump accused
Khan of doing a “very bad job on terrorism” and
called him a “stone cold loser” and a “national dis-
grace”. The mayor in turn allowed an infamous
blimp of Trump dressed as a baby in a nappy to fly
above protests in Parliament Square during his 2018
visit to Britain. “He once called me a stone cold los-
er. Only one of us is a loser, and it’s not me,” a typi-
cally combative Khan told AFP as he campaigned
ahead of Thursday’s poll. 

Street fighter 
Born in London in 1970 to parents who had

recently arrived from Pakistan, Khan was the fifth
child out of seven brothers and one sister. He grew
up in public housing in Tooting, an ethnically mixed
residential area in south London, and slept in a
bunkbed until he was 24.

His modest background plays well in a city that
is proud of its diversity and loves a self-made
success story. In his victory speech on Saturday,
Khan described himself as “a Londoner through
and through”. 

“I grew up on a council estate, a working class
boy, a child of immigrants, but I’m now the Mayor of
London,” he said. Khan still regularly recalls how his
father drove one of London’s famous red buses, and
his mother was a seamstress. One of his brothers is
a motor mechanic.

He is a handy boxer, having learnt the sport to
defend himself in the streets against those who
hurled racist abuse at him, and two of his brothers

are boxing coaches. He also ran the London
Marathon in 2014. At school, he wanted to study
science and become a dentist. But a teacher spotted
his gift for verbal sparring and directed him towards
law. He gained a law degree from the University of
North London and started out as a trainee lawyer in
1994 at the Christian Fisher legal firm, where he was
eventually made a partner. He specialized in human
rights, and spent three years chairing the civil liber-
ties campaign group Liberty. 

Muslim PM? 
Khan joined Labour aged 15 when Conservative

prime minister Margaret Thatcher was in her pomp.
He became a local councillor for Tooting in the
Conservative-dominated Wandsworth local bor-
ough in 1994, and its member of parliament in 2005.
He still lives in the area with his lawyer wife Saadiya
and their two teenage daughters. Then prime minis-
ter Gordon Brown made him the communities minis-
ter in 2008 and he later served as transport minis-
ter, becoming the first Muslim minister to attend
Cabinet meetings. In parliament, he voted for gay
marriage-which earned him death threats.

As mayor, he vowed to focus on providing
affordable homes for Londoners and freezing trans-
port fares, but-like many in power around the
world-saw his agenda engulfed by the pandemic.

Khan has said his priority for a second term will
be “jobs, jobs, jobs” as he bids to keep London on
its perch as a top world city while tackling the crisis
and the fallout from Brexit, which could threaten the
capital’s vital financial sector. He is London’s third
mayor after Labour’s Ken Livingstone (2000-2008)
and Johnson (2008-2016), with widespread specu-
lation he could try to follow in his predecessor’s
footsteps to Downing Street. Khan predicts Britain
will have a Muslim prime minister “in the not-too-
distant future” but insists it will not be him. “As long
as Londoners continue to trust me to be their may-
or, I’m currently in this job,” he said.— AFP

International
Afghans bury dead from
bloody school blasts as
toll rises to 50A month after crossing river into US, immigrants face harsh reality

Page 6 Page 7

MONDAY, MAY 10, 2021

LONDON: The Scottish National Party yesterday
said its landslide victory in Edinburgh’s devolved
parliament was grounds for a fresh independence
referendum, despite opposition from London. While
the SNP campaigned on promises to hold a new
vote, the UK government-which would need to give
formal legal permission-is opposed, raising fears of
a protracted political and legal battle.

Now the nationalists say their slightly increased
share of seats, one short of an overall majority of
65, gives them a mandate for “indyref2”, so called
after the “no” vote in Scotland’s first independence
vote in 2014.

Scottish media stressed the SNP’s strong show-
ing, with The Herald on Sunday headlining its front
page simply with the word “Landslide”. But UK-
wide newspapers had a different take, as The
Sunday Telegraph declared “Sturgeon falls short of
majority”. SNP leader Nicola Sturgeon said in her
victory speech that Westminster now has “no dem-
ocratic justification” to deny a second independ-
ence referendum.

“I hope to lead Scotland to independence,” she
told the BBC yesterday. She said that it would be
“absurd and completely outrageous” for the refer-
endum to lead to a legal wrangle in the Supreme
Court, as could happen if Westminster blocked it
and the Scottish parliament passed its own legisla-
tion. Prime Minister Boris Johnson has said the 2014
referendum where 55 percent voted “no” should be
a once in a generation event. 

‘Wouldn’t play well’ 
Johnson said Saturday that the SNP’s aim of a

second referendum was “irresponsible and reck-
less” while he wrote a public letter to Sturgeon ask-
ing her to “work together” in “Team UK.” Sturgeon
told the BBC that she thought the UK government
ultimately would not stand against the referendum
because this would come across as disrespectful of
Scots’ democratic rights.

“It would mean that the Conservative govern-
ment had refused to respect the democratic wishes

of the Scottish people,” she said. “I think it is an
understatement to say that that wouldn’t play well.”

Yesterday, senior UK minister Michael Gove
sought to downplay the brewing conflict. He insisted in
comments to the BBC that for all UK leaders including
Sturgeon the priority is recovery from the coronavirus
pandemic and claimed the country did not have time
now for a “protracted conversation about the
Constitution”. Gove also argued that the fact that the
SNP do not have an outright majority in the devolved
parliament-as they did before the first referendum in
2014 — made a “significant difference”.

Meanwhile, Britain’s main opposition Labour
Party was split over future strategy and embroiled
in political infighting on Sunday after suffering huge
losses in local polls. Keir Starmer, Labour’s leader
since 2020, sacked the chair of the party Angela
Rayner on Saturday evening after saying he was
“bitterly disappointed” by the results.  Starmer was
reportedly set to launch a reshuffle of his shadow
cabinet, while speculation mounted over his own
future as leader.

The Times wrote that Starmer’s reshuffle “could
begin as early as Monday”. Supporters of previous
leader Jeremy Corbyn led criticism of Starmer, with
Corbyn’s close ally, Labour MP Diane Abbott,
telling Sky News it was “in many ways a disap-
pointing result”. “I think sacking Angela Rayner was
not a forward-thinking thing to do,” she added.

John McDonnell, former Shadow Chancellor
under Corbyn, in a BBC interview accused
Starmer of failing to create attractive policies.
“You can’t send candidates into the field like that
naked, without any policy,” he said. Under hard-
left Corbyn, Labour was damaged by accusations
of anti-semitism and had a disastrous general
election showing in 2019.

Starmer, formerly a human rights lawyer and
public director of prosecutions, was elected leader
in April 2020, promising to “re-connect” with vot-
ers. “On last week’s showing, he has spectacularly
failed”, The Times said. However Ian Stewart,
Shadow Secretary for Scotland, told Sky News that

Starmer “needs time” to turn the situation around.
“We’ve got to have a positive policy platform

and that’s what Keir Starmer is determined to do,”
he said. Labour performed poorly in Thursday’s
council elections in England and lost to the Tories in
a key by-election in Hartlepool in northeastern
England, a Labour heartland since the 1970s.

In Scotland, Labour dropped two seats in the
devolved parliament under new leader Anas Sarwar,
who took over in February. It counted successes in
Wales, holding onto power in the devolved parlia-

ment and in several mayoral races including London,
where Sadiq Khan won a second term.

Andy Burnham, who easily won re-election as a
popular mayor of Greater Manchester in northern
England appeared to issue a veiled challenge to
Starmer’s leadership, telling Sky News: “If the party
were ever to feel they needed me, I’m here”. The
results in England appeared to be a vote of confi-
dence in Johnson’s leadership post-Brexit and the
UK’s successful vaccine rollout, despite the country’s
death toll remaining the highest in Europe.   —‚ AFP

Scotland vote may fuel independence clash 
UK election setback sparks Labour infighting

EDINBURGH: Scotland’s First Minister and leader of the Scottish National Party (SNP), Nicola Sturgeon
gives a thumbs-up on the steps of her official residence Bute House in Edinburgh yesterday following the
party’s landslide victory in the Scottish parliament elections. — AFP

US Navy says seizes 
huge arms cache 
in Arabian Sea
DUBAI: The US Navy’s Fifth Fleet said yester-
day it had seized a huge cache of illicit Russian
and Chinese weapons from a stateless dhow
sailing in international waters of the North
Arabian Sea. 
The Fifth Fleet, which is based in Bahrain, said
the guided-missile cruiser USS Monterey inter-
cepted the vessel and discovered the cargo
during a routine boarding, in a two-day opera-
tion on May 6-7.

“The cache of weapons included dozens of
advanced Russian-made anti-tank guided mis-
siles, thousands of Chinese Type 56 assault
rifles, and hundreds of PKM machine guns,
sniper rifles and rocket-propelled grenades
launchers,” it said in a statement. The arms are
in US custody and their source and intended
destination is under investigation, it said.

The Fifth Fleet said the Monterey was in
operation for 36 hours, providing security for
boarding teams. 

“After all illicit cargo was removed, the
dhow was assessed for seaworthiness, and
after questioning, its crew was provided food
and water before being released.” The state-
ment did not indicate where the vessel may
have come from, but said the US Navy’s regu-
lar patrols in the region “disrupt the transport
of illicit cargo that often funds terrorism and
unlawful activity”. — AFP

LONDON: Sadiq Khan gives his acceptance speech
after being declared the winner of the London
Mayoral election at City Hall in London Saturday
winning his second term as London mayor. — AFP

Congo president 
visits Sudan for 
talks on Nile dam
KHARTOUM: The new chair of the African
Union arrived in Sudan on Saturday for talks over
Ethiopia’s controversial Nile dam, state media
reported.  The one-day visit by Felix Tshisekedi,
president of the Democratic Republic of Congo,
came as Sudan and Egypt push Ethiopia for a
binding deal over the filling and operation of the
Grand Ethiopian Renaissance dam.

Ethiopia says the electricity the structure will
generate is important to its development, but
downstream Egypt and Sudan fear for their own
dams and vital water supplies. Last month, the
DRC hosted negotiations between the three coun-
tries but the talks ended without a deal. 

Tshisekedi met Saturday with Sudan’s head of
state Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, prime minister
Abdalla Hamdok, and foreign minister Mariam al-
Mahdi, according to SUNA news agency.  “Talks
mainly focused on differences between upstream

and downstream countries over the Renaissance
dam,” the agency reported.  During the talks,
Mahdi voiced “strong rejection of unilateral steps”
by Ethiopia, which began filling the dam’s reser-
voir last year. 

Addis Ababa has said it will proceed with fur-
ther filling this year regardless of whether a deal is
reached. Cairo views the dam as an existential
threat, while Khartoum fears its own dams could
be harmed without a deal. 

Also on Saturday, US Special Envoy for the
Horn of Africa Jeffrey Feltman held talks with top
Sudanese officials over the GERD as well as
Sudan-Ethiopia border tensions. Feltman under-
scored “the importance of leading the negotia-
tions under the umbrella of the African Union with
the involvement of the international community,”
Sudan’s foreign ministry said in a statement. 

Relations between the two countries have
soured in recent month over Al-Fashaqa, a fertile
border region where Ethiopian farmers have
long cultivated land claimed by Sudan. The two
sides have traded accusations of violence and
territorial violations in the area. Tshisekedi took
up the rotating presidency of the AU in February
after a one-year stint by South Africa’s Cyril
Ramaphosa. —AFP

South Sudan 
president dissolves
parliament
JUBA, South Sudan: South Sudan’s President Salva
Kiir has dissolved parliament, opening the way for
lawmakers from opposing sides of the country’s civil
war to be appointed under a 2018 peace accord.
Kiir’s decision was announced on public television
Saturday evening but no date was given as to when
the new parliament will begin working.

The setting up of a new legislative body was part
of an accord signed in September 2018 between Kiir
and Vice President Riek Machar, for years on oppo-
sition sides during the five-year civil war that left
380,000 people dead and four million displaced.
Activists and civil society groups welcomed the dis-
solution of parliament, saying it was long overdue
but also expressing distrust.

“It is a welcome development and we hope that
the dissolution (will not) also open the way to a
lengthy process towards reconstituting the parlia-
ment,” Jame David Kolock, chairman of the South

Sudan Civil Society Forum. “The civil society is get-
ting frustrated and no longer believes that even if the
parliament is reconstituted it will be a very viable
parliament.”

In accordance with the 2018 accord, the new
assembly will number 550 lawmakers, the majority —
332 — from Kiir’s governing SPLM party. The parlia-
mentarians will not be elected but nominated by the
different parties. The dissolution of parliament came
on the eve of a visit to the capital Juba by US special
envoy to South Sudan Donald Booth.

“Of particular concern to the United States is the
slow implementation of the Revitalized Agreement on
the Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of
South Sudan, ongoing violence, and deteriorating
economic and humanitarian conditions,” the US State
Department said in a statement.

Kiir and Machar formed a coalition government
on February 22, 2020 after nearly a year of delays.
However few provisions of the truce have been
honored, and analysts have warned of a return to
war. The oil-rich country remains severely under-
developed and poorly managed. Despite the peace
deal, brutal communal conflicts-often over cattle
raiding-continue, with more than 1,000 killed in
violence between rival communities in the last six
months of 2020. — AFP


