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Members of Coldplay watch the view from the window of International Space
Station during an interview with French ESA astronaut Thomas Pesquet (not pic-
tured), in this still image from an undated handout video obtained by REUTERS. 

—Reuters  photos

French ESA astronaut Thomas Pesquet gestures during an interview with members
of Coldplay.

A banner reading in Romanian “Who’s afraid of vaccine” and depicting syringes as
vampire fangs advertises the vaccination marathon organized at the “Bran Castle”
(in background) in Bran village. —AFP photos

People inside a tent use mobile phones’ light to fill-in forms prior being vaccinated during the vaccination
marathon organized at the “Bran Castle” in Bran village.

People arrive at a vaccination center during the vaccination
marathon organized at the “Bran Castle” in Bran village.

Visitors to Romania’s forbid-
ding Bran Castle, widely
known as the inspiration for

the lair of Dracula, are being
jabbed with needles rather than
vampiric fangs this weekend in a
coronavirus vaccination drive. “I
came to visit the castle with my
family and when I saw the poster I
gathered up my courage and
agreed to get the injection,” said
39-year-old engineer Liviu Necula.

Those who take the jab are
handed a certificate hailing their
“boldness and responsibility”
promising they will be welcome at
the castle “for the coming 100
years”-as well as offered a free
tour of the “torture chamber”.
Nestled in a misty valley in the
Carpathian mountains, Bran Castle
is associated with the 15th-century
Romanian prince Vlad Tepes,
known as “the Impaler”, although
he never stayed there.

Dracula author Bram Stoker is
believed to have been inspired by
Vlad and descriptions of Bran
Castle when writing his 1897 novel
that helped found the modern vam-
pire genre. Romania’s government
has turned to local vaccination
drives and 24-hour “marathons” at
major venues like the National
Library in Bucharest to get as
many citizens as possible immu-
nized. “These centers are for
everyone who wants to get vacci-
nated but doesn’t feel like making
an appointment online,” Marius
Nasta hospital director Beatrice
Mahler told AFP.

But she added that it would still
be difficult to reach people living in
the many areas without local doc-
tors. Almost 3.6 million Romanians
of the country’s 19 million people
have received at least one vaccine
dose, with authorities aiming for
five million by June. —AFP

‘Dracula’s castle’ offers tourists COVID shots

Coldplay gave new meaning to
the idea of a single launch,
playing new song “Higher

Power” for the first time during a
video link-up with French astronaut
Thomas Pesquet. Pesquet spoke with
the British group from the
International Space Station. “We sent
you some music, because right now
we aren’t able to play for anyone on
Earth, so we thought we would just
play for you,” singer Chris Martin said
before playing the song late Thursday.

“This is the premiere for the
whole... galaxy,” he added, saying the
song was about “trying to find the
astronaut in all of us, the person who
can do amazing things.” The band
took the opportunity to quiz Pesquet
about his time on the station, includ-
ing how he unwinds. “In the evenings
when everyone goes to bed... I put on
my headset and play some music and
just float... it’s really cool, you feel
completely free,” Pesquet said.  Asked
by guitarist and sci-fi fan Guy
Berryman what movies get wrong
about being on a space station,
Pesquet said the biggest mistake was

how long it took to don a space suit
and go outside.  “In the movies, it just
happens... space suit on, boom you’re
outside,” he said. “In reality... it takes
hours to prepare.”

Coldplay, who have quit touring
over environmental concerns, found
common ground with Pesquet as he
described his perspective from space.
“It’s amazing how small and finite and
fragile the Earth is,” he said. “It’s a
ball, it’s self-contained. Everything we
have is here, there’s nothing else. You
have to use your resources wisely.”
Pesquet then donned some sunglass-
es, adding they were necessary in the
viewing pod. “Now you look more like
a rock star than we ever did!” Martin
said, laughing.  Has he seen any
strange lifeforms out there, the singer
asked with a grin. “Not yet, but I keep
an eye for them... I keep looking.”

Coldplay also had an imaginative
launch for the last album, 2019’s
“Everyday Life”, for which they
placed ads in the classified sections of
newspapers around the world, includ-
ing in the local newspapers of their
home towns in Britain. —AFP

Coldplay beam new
song into space in
chat with French

astronaut

Medical staff vaccinate resident during the vaccination marathon organized at the “Bran Castle” in Bran village.

Jolie says her mother taught her to be 
‘warm and gentle’ with her children

Angelina Jolie is always “warm and gentle” with her children
after her own childhood experience. The Hollywood star
recalled how her late mother Marcheline Bertrand would

always treat her with love and kindness and she aims to do the same
with her brood. Angelina - who shares Maddox, 19, Pax, 17, Zahara,
16, Shiloh, 14, and twins Knox and Vivienne, 12, with ex-husband Brad
Pitt - told the Australia’s Sydney Morning Herald newspaper: “My
mother was very gentle.  “I can be many things in my work and in my
life, but I am very warm and gentle with my children. That kindness
and warmth is a foundation that’s unbelievably important. “She gave
me many other things and taught me many lessons. But if you don’t
have that base, to feel valued and safe, then it’s hard for any of the
other messages or lessons to land.” The actress continued: “I hope
that I’ve been able to be that (for my own children), that I’m that
warm, safe place. Because - and it’s maybe a funny thing to say - but
considering what my different jobs are, or what people think they
know of you, or what you feel you have to be in the world, in truth
none of those things are what you really are. Who you are to your
children is everything.” Angelina stars as a firefighter Hannah Faber in
her new film ‘Those Who Wish Me Dead’ and suggests there is “a lot
to discover” in terms of females playing flawed heroes on screen. She
explained: “There’s a lot to discover, there’s a lot that’s yet to be rep-
resented, and there’s a space being created right now that is not yet
there. “There’s a lot of trauma behind the strong women in a lot of
these roles, and it will be nice to get to a place where we’re also in
our maternity, in our femininity, strong and intelligent and not fighting
to survive.”

Scarlett Johansson:
Take a step back from the HFPA
Scarlett Johansson has urged Hollywood to take a step back from

the Hollywood Foreign Press Association as she slammed the
“sexist questions and remarks” she’s received from members.

The ‘Black Widow’ star has called on her fellow actors and actresses
to take a “step back” from the organi-
zation - which presents the Golden
Globes - as she claims she has
received “remarks by certain HFPA
members that bordered on sexual
harassment”. In a statement, she told
Variety: “As an actor promoting a film,
one is expected to participate in
awards season by attending press con-
ferences as well as awards shows. In
the past, this has often meant facing
sexist questions and remarks by cer-
tain HFPA members that bordered on
sexual harassment. It is the exact rea-
son why I, for many years, refused to
participate in their conference. “The

HFPA is an organization that was legitimized by the likes of Harvey
Weinstein to amass momentum for Academy recognition and the
industry followed suit. Unless there is necessary fundamental reform
within the organization, I believe it is time that we take a step back
from the HFPA and focus on the importance and strength of unity
within our unions and the industry as a whole.” It comes after the
Hollywood Foreign Press Association vowed to have at least 13 Black
members by the next Golden Globes after it was revealed they do not
have one Black member in their current line-up.  They wrote: “The

Hollywood Foreign Press Association reiterates that we are commit-
ted to making necessary changes within our organization and in our
industry as a whole. We also acknowledge that we should have done
more, and sooner. As a demonstration of our commitment, the board
has unanimously approved a plan to increase membership to a mini-
mum of 100 members this year, with a requirement that at least 13
percent of the membership be Black journalists.”

Biel’s eldest son Silas
aware of his famous parents
Jessica Biel’s eldest son recognizes that he has famous parents. The

39-year-old star shares sons Silas, six and Phineas ,11 months, with
husband Justin Timberlake and explained that Silas is aware of his

father’s music and acting but she is unable to persuade him to watch
her children’s show ‘Pete the Cat’. She revealed that Silas knows about
his father’s stardom as a result of his voice role as Branch in the ‘Trolls’
film series and can recognize his tunes. Asked if her children under-
stood what their parents do, Jessica told ‘The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon’: “Silas does definitely with Justin because of Branch.

“And also his music - whenever
he hears daddy’s song he’ll go
‘Oh yeah, that’s dad. No big
deal, whatever.’” Jessica con-
fessed about how Silas loves her
to do impersonations from ‘Pete
the Cat’ even though he doesn’t
even watch the series.  She said:
“But the funny thing about ‘Pete
the Cat’ is I tried to get him to
watch the show, he will not
watch. And yet he says ‘Hey
mom, hey mom, do one of those
voices from the show’ and I’m
like, ‘But you’ve never seen the
show you don’t even know.’

“He’s just like ‘Just do it mom”, so I’ll do one of the voices and he’ll be
like, ‘Cool, mum, cool.’” Justin previously compared the process of
looking both Silas and Phineas to adopting NFL tactics. The ‘Mirrors’
hitmaker said: “It’s a lot of fun but I guess the saying goes, ‘Go from a
zone defense to a man-to-man very quickly.  “‘You go get that one, I’ll
get this one.’ But it’s great and Silas is super excited. Right now, he’s
very much liking it but, you know, Phin can’t walk yet or chase him
down, so, I don’t know, we’ll see what happens.”

Naomi Watts loves 
being woken up by her dog  
The 52-year-old actress - who has two children, Kai, 12, and

Sasha, 13, with ex-husband Liev Schreiber - says her ideal
day starts with being woken up by her rescue pooch, Izzy,

before getting ready for the day.  Describing her perfect day, she
said: “Being woken up by my dog, Izzy, although she likes a lie in
just as much as I do. Smaller bladder though. And then I love get-
ting breakfast on the table, which is usually followed by a pre-
dictable nagging yell to get the kids either off their devices or out
of bed, what can I say, teens will be teens.” However, before she
puts breakfast on the table, Naomi aims to complete a fitness rou-
tine before her children wake up to ensure she has a nice start to
the day. In an interview with Hamptons.com, she continued: “I do
like a slow start, but if I don’t get some exercise in it sits on me all
day, so if I get that in before the kids wake up all the better.”
What’s more, the ‘Gypsy’ star loves being surrounded by her
friends and family and take a dip in the ocean under the warm sun.
She added: “I like a busy house, kids’ friends over, mums over,
sometimes my brother will pop by, snag some breakfast.
Unstructured, gentle chaos is comfort to me - but somehow the
best days always follow the same rhythm. And hopefully end with
salty hair and not too much of a sunburn.” It comes after Naomi
revealed she had her second coronavirus jab last month and she is
ready to get “back to biz”.  Alongside a selfie of herself masked up
after getting the vaccine, she wrote: “Love the shot, the science
and the shirt. “Got that second dose!  Thank you!! Here’s to getting
back to biz! (sic)”. —Bang Showbiz


