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RAMALLAH: Zionist forces shot and wounded more
than 300 Palestinians in Al-Aqsa Mosque’s compound
yesterday after storming the Mosque’s Dome of the
Rock and Al-Qibli Mosque compound. They attacked
and stormed the shrine by firing teargas and stun
grenades to disperse the worshipers,  the Palestine
Red Crescent Society said.

The society added more than 200 people were
hospitalized, five of them in critical condition. Three
people lost one eye each, said surgeon Firas Abu
Akari at east Jerusalem’s Maqassed hospital.  

The society said the injured included paramedics,
and one critical case needed a ventilator. The occupa-
tion forces obstructed the Red Crescent teams from
helping the people in Al-Aqsa Mosque and the sur-
rounding areas of the Old City. 

Loud booms and angry screams echoed from the
ancient stone walls of the compound, revered by
Muslims, where tear gas fired by the regime forces
filled the air and the ground was littered with rocks,
stun grenade fragments and other debris. 

The violence was the latest in days of the worst
such disturbances in Jerusalem since 2017, fuelled by
a long-running bid by the settlers to take over nearby
Palestinian homes in the annexed east Jerusalem.
Despite mounting international condemnation, the
entity supported the police brutal force as “just strug-
gle” amid the rising attacks on Palestinian  worship-
pers in Jerusalem.

The UN Security Council was to meet at Tunisia’s
request later on the unrest that has escalated since
the last Friday prayers of the fasting month of
Ramadan. A key court hearing scheduled for yester-
day on Sheikh Jarrah, the flashpoint east Jerusalem
neighborhood at the center of the property dispute,
has meanwhile been postponed. There were fears of
further violence ahead of a planned march by Zionists
to commemorate the takeover of Jerusalem in the
1967 Six-Day War.

US ‘serious concern’ 
The United States expressed “serious concerns”

about the situation. The entity’s role in the hostilities-

especially Friday’s clashes at Al-Aqsa has met wide-
spread criticism. All six Arab nations that have diplo-
matic ties with the regime - Egypt, Jordan, the United
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan-have
also condemned the entity.

In Jordan, the custodian of Jerusalem’s holy Islamic
and Christian sites, King Abdullah II condemned “the
violations and escalatory practices at the blessed Al-

Aqsa mosque”. Indonesia, the world’s most populous
Muslim-majority nation, urged “the UN Security
Council to take measures on the repeated violations”
carried out by the occupation forces. The Middle East
quartet of envoys from the EU, Russia, the US and the
UN-and Pope Francis-have all called for calm.

Much of the recent violence stems from a long-
running legal effort by the settler groups to evict sev-

eral Palestinians from their homes in Sheikh Jarrah. A
lower court ruling this year backing the settlers’
decades-old claim to the plots infuriated Palestinians.
The Zionist entity annexed East Jerusalem following
the 1967 takeover. Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas has expressed “full support for our heroes in
Al-Aqsa”. The occupation forces yesterday shelled
several sites in Gaza Strip also. — Agencies

Zionist forces storm Al-Aqsa Mosque
Occupation forces wound over 300 Palestinians in Mosque’s compound

JERUSALEM: Palestinians clean Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa mosque compound yesterday after it was stormed by Zionist forces firing at the Palestinian worshippers with
stun grenades and tear gas canisters.— AFP

Embattled Nepal 
PM loses vote 
of confidence
KATHMANDU: Nepal’s Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli lost a confidence vote yesterday, trig-
gering fresh political uncertainty just as the
Himalayan nation reels from the pandemic. Oli, 69,
decided to seek a vote of confidence following
months of feuding within his ruling communist party
and coalition partners.

“If you want a stable parliament you should vote
for the continuity of this government,” he said in his
address to the legislature before the vote. But the
former political prisoner was able to secure only 93
votes in the parliament instead of the 136 needed.

More than 120 parliamentarians voted against and
nearly two dozen leaders from Oli’s own party
skipped the process.  According to procedure, the
president will now call for parties to propose a new
candidate, backed by a majority. Nepal has been
roiled by months of turmoil after Oli dissolved parlia-
ment in December, accusing members of his Nepal
Communist Party (NCP) of being uncooperative.

The NCP was formed in 2018 by a merger
between Oli’s communist party CPN-UML and the
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre) of for-
mer rebel leader Pushpa Kamal Dahal.

Two months later, the Supreme Court reinstated
parliament. Another ruling broke the merger and
split the ruling party into two. In recent months, Oli
has faced fierce criticism over his handling of the
pandemic as the second wave sweeps over the
country, with half of people tested now returning

positive.  However it was more political infighting
rather than his handling of the pandemic that
caused him to lose the vote of confidence.

Yesterday, Nepal reported 9,127 cases, the high-
est increase yet. Nearly 4,000 people have died
since the pandemic began, according to official fig-
ures. “Both the parliament and the government have
failed to address the COVID-19 crisis in the country.
Instead they are engaging in a political game when
most citizens were struggling for oxygen cylinders
and hospital beds,” said Gunaraj Luitel, editor of
Nagarik newspaper.  The NCP’s triumph over the
incumbent Nepali Congress party in elections in
2017 had been seen as the final step in Nepal’s post-
civil war transformation into a republic. Brittle
alliances have been struck between Nepal’s three
dominant parties since 2008, and there was hope a
majority government would bring stability and
much-needed development to the nation. — AFP

KATHMANDU: Nepal’s Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli
speaks at the parliament in Kathmandu yesterday as
he lost a confidence vote, triggering fresh political
uncertainty just as the Himalayan nation reels from
the pandemic.  —AFP

Iran confirms Saudi
talks, says ‘too soon’
to discuss results
TEHRAN: Iran’s foreign ministry yesterday for the
first time confirmed the Islamic republic is holding
talks with Saudi Arabia, but said it is “too soon” to
discuss the results. Media reports, later confirmed by
diplomatic and Iraqi government sources, revealed
that Iranian and Saudi officials met in Baghdad in
April, their first high-level meeting since Riyadh cut
diplomatic ties with Tehran in 2016.

“The purpose of the talks was both bilateral and
regional,” Iran’s foreign ministry spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh told reporters. “But let us wait and see
the results of these talks ... it might still be too soon to
talk about the details of the negotiations,” he added,
noting that Iran has “always welcomed such talks at
any level and in any shape”.

The neighboring countries cut ties in 2016 after
Iranian protestors attacked Saudi diplomatic missions
following the kingdom’s execution of a revered cleric.
The talks in Baghdad, facilitated by Iraqi Prime
Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhemi, remained secret until
the Financial Times reported that a first meeting was
held on April 9. An Iraqi government official con-
firmed the talks to AFP, while a Western diplomat said

he had been “briefed in advance” about the effort to
“broker a better relationship and decrease tensions”.

Iran on April 29 welcomed a “change of tone”
from the Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman
towards it after he called for a “good and special
relationship” with Tehran. The regional rivals have
backed opposite sides of several regional conflicts,
from Syria to Yemen, where a Saudi-led coalition is
fighting the Houthi rebels.

Nuclear talks
Iran said yesterday it may extend an agreement

allowing UN inspectors to monitor some key activi-
ties if talks with world powers on its nuclear program
continue “on the right track”. The International
Atomic Energy Agency is hosting talks aimed at get-
ting the US to return to a 2015 deal abandoned under
former president Donald Trump and lift sanctions,
and to bring Iran back to full compliance with nuclear
obligations it retreated from in response. An agree-
ment reached with the IAEA in February is due to
expire later this month, potentially impeding the talks
in Vienna. Iran’s foreign ministry spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh said an option after May 21 could be to
extend that date “in case the talks are on the right
track and Tehran agrees as well”. “Since we are in no
rush to conclude these talks, in addition to not allow-
ing them to drag on... we do not want any date to
prevent our negotiating team from precisely carrying
out Tehran’s instructions,” he told reporters. — AFP 


