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This picture shows rescued bees on a honeycomb in the parking lot of an apartment building in Kuala Lumpur. Ooi Leng Chye releasing rescued bees into a Langstroth hive at a house in Kuala Lumpur.— AFP photos

This photo shows rescuers searching leopards which escaped from a wild park in Hangzhou, in
China’s eastern Zhejiang province. — AFP 

Leopard on the
loose: Escaped
big cat sparks
fear in China

One leopard remained at large in
eastern China yesterday after
escaping from a safari park with

two of its fellow big cats, prompting
fierce public criticism of the wildlife
attraction over the safety lapse and for
brutally hunting down the escapees with
packs of dogs. Residents of the city of
Hangzhou first reported seeing leopard
sightings in local tea plantations late last
week, but the Hangzhou Safari Park
only acknowledged the outbreak after
the news went viral.

The park has said the cats were not

fully grown and that it delayed making a
public statement to avoid causing panic,
but it faces accusations that keeping
mum recklessly endangered residents.
Local officials said yesterday that five
people associated with the park-including
its general manager-had been detained
and that police had launched an investi-
gation into the incident. Chinese media
reported that a search team was on the
trail of the third leopard after fresh paw
prints were found on Sunday, in an effort
that included a spotter hovering over the
plantations in a powered parachute.

Some of the fiercest criticism was
sparked by videos of the recapture of at
least one of the cats-looking nearly full-
grown-showing a pack of at least five
dogs mauling the leopard as it clawed
desperately at them. Video from a
Chinese state-run television outlet
released over the weekend also appears
to show one of the recaptured leopards
resting in an enclosure with one of its
hind feet missing. The stump appeared
freshly wounded and was unbandaged.
The safari park has not yet commented
on the videos.

“What did these young leopards do
wrong to have to suffer the conse-
quences of such serious mismanage-
ment, and to be tracked and mauled by a
search team with vicious dogs?” asked
one of a string of angry posts accompa-
nying the clip on China’s Twitter-like
Weibo. “Is this how we look after our
nationally protected animals?” Leopards,
which still exist in isolated pockets in the
wild in China, are a protected species
under Chinese law, with strict bans on
hunting or trafficking in leopard-derived
products.

Chinese zoos and wildlife parks fre-
quently face criticism over recurring reve-
lations of horrific conditions in captivity or
deadly incidents blamed on lax manage-
ment. Chinese state media reported in
2017 that a tiger killed a visitor to a
wildlife park in the eastern city of Ningbo
after the man apparently entered its
enclosure, and tigers at a Beijing park
killed one woman and injured another the
previous year after the pair left their vehi-
cle. The Hangzhou park has been tem-
porarily closed.—AFP 

Placing his bare hands into a
swarm of thousands of bees, a
Malaysian man uses his fin-
gers to gently guide some of

them into a rattan basket. Ooi Leng
Chye is a member of a group that
saves bees and their nests when they
are discovered in cities, seeking to
prevent the creatures from being
destroyed by those who view them as
pests. Bees play a vital role in ecosys-
tems as pollinators of major crops, but
their numbers have been falling rapid-
ly due to habitat loss, pollution and
pesticides. 

The United Nations warns that 40
percent of invertebrate pollinators-in
particular bees and butterflies-risk
global extinction. In Malaysia, green
activists founded the “My Bee Savior
Association” to help stem the decline.
When the group is tipped off about
nests in areas such as under roofs and
near trees, their volunteers try to care-
fully remove the bees and take them to
new sites. One of Ooi’s recent cases

was in the car park of an apartment
building in Kuala Lumpur, whose man-
agers had reported a suspected nest. 

In an empty space behind a wall
under plasterboard, he and two other
volunteers discovered half a dozen
honeycombs and countless bees, a
colony they believe had been there for
months. Wearing a short-sleeved shirt,
trousers and sandals, Ooi-whose day
job is as a software developer-was
relaxed as he scooped up the bees
with his hands into the basket.  “I’m
not afraid of them,” the 48-year-old lat-
er told AFP as scores of bees buzzed
around his uncovered face. “Bees only
attack out of self-defense. They won’t
attack you for no reason-you just need
to understand their behavior.”

Protect bees for ‘future generations’ 

On this trip, Ooi’s arms were stung
about four times but he shrugged off
the pain as “pretty light”. Though his
arms are covered in stings from previ-
ous expeditions, he only puts on a
beekeeper ’s suit when facing the
most aggressive of the insects. “(With
a suit), you won’t be able to be as
gentle when scooping up the bees,”
he said. After nearly two hours,
almost the entire nest is collected,
with a basket of bees wrapped in a
cloth and net, and the honeycomb
inside plastic bags.

All are taken to another volunteer’s
house, where the honeycomb and
bees are placed inside a makeshift
wooden box, which becomes their new
hive. The group’s volunteers can han-
dle about 10 cases of nest discoveries

every day nationwide, acting on tip-offs
from officials and the public. The tradi-
tional solution in Malaysia had been to
call the fire brigade, which has been
known to torch nests and their inhabi-
tants to a crisp to dispose of them. 

Part of My Bee Savior Association’s
work is to try to convince official bodies
such as the fire service to deal with
bees in a different way, said group
chairman Norowi Hamid.  Norowi
helped set up the group after the mid-
2000s when many colonies in the US
and Europe were wiped out by a mys-
terious scourge called “colony collapse

disorder”. He said it remains a challeng-
ing task to convince Malaysians not to
be afraid of them. But he added that “if
we do not manage the bees properly,
then maybe one day (they) will not be
here anymore. “Then our future genera-
tions will curse us.”— AFP 

Ooi Leng Chye transferring bees from a honeycomb into a rattan basket in
the parking lot of an apartment building in Kuala Lumpur.

Ooi Leng Chye transferring rescued bees from honeycombs into a rattan
basket.

Ooi Leng Chye shows rescued honeycombs into a Langstroth hive at a house in
Kuala Lumpur.

Ooi Leng Chye from the
MY Bee Savior
Association transferring
bees to rescue them in
the parking lot of an
apartment building.

This picture shows res-
cued bees flying and
gathering inside a
Langstroth hive at a
house in Kuala Lumpur.

Ooi Leng Chye transferring rescued bees from honeycombs into a rattan
basket.


