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LOS ANGELES: Karl-Anthony Towns scored 27
points to lead the Minnesota Timberwolves to a
128-96 rout of the Orlando Magic Sunday, then
lifted the lid on how emotional it is for him to
play on Mother’s Day. The two-time all-star
Towns lost his mother, Jacqueline Towns, to
COVID-19 last April.

“I have been emotional all day,” Towns said. “I
told my dad it will be very difficult to come out
here. But my family, my memories and this team
gives me strength to come out here and play the
game. It is difficult, but to all the mothers out
(there) that hold the house down, and all mothers
not here anymore.. . today is for you. Happy
Mother’s Day. There is no bigger job in the world
than a mother.” 

He spent the day with his father Karl Towns Sr,
and the two shared a touching embrace at court-
side before Sunday’s victory in Florida. “It’ll be
emotional. But it’ll be rewarding because she’ll be
happy to know we’re still doing the stuff that she
would want us to do,” Towns Sr told USA Today
ahead of the game.

Towns has not only lost his mother, but also six
other family members over the last year to the
coronavirus, before testing positive himself in
January. On Sunday, he and D’Angelo Russell
both finished with 27 points to snap a three-game
losing streak for the Timberwolves. Towns also
had nine rebounds and four assists, and Russell
chipped in eight assists and six rebounds.

Elsewhere, Tim Hardaway scored 25 points and
drained seven threes as red-hot Dallas overcame
the ejection of their top scorer Luka Doncic to
beat the Cleveland Caval iers 124-97. The
Mavericks won their fourth consecutive contest in

the second game of a home-and-home series to
improve to 40-28 on the season. Dallas are in
fifth place in the Western Conference with four
games left in the regular season.

Doncic was ejected just under two minutes
into the third quarter for fouling Cavaliers’ Collin
Sexton as the two tussled at the side of the bas-
ket. Sexton appeared to push Doncic, who swung
his arm backwards, striking Sexton near the groin
area. “I hit him. It wasn’t nothing on purpose. That
kind of stuff happens all the time in the games,”
Doncic said.

Dallas was already playing without Kristaps
Porzingis, who has missed six straight games and
nine of the past 10 with a sore right knee. Josh
Richardson added 20 points for the Mavericks,
Jalen Brunson hit for 13 points and Dwight Powell
scored 12.

Meanwhile, the New York Knicks showed why
they are headed to the postseason as Derrick
Rose scored 25 points in a 106-100 win over the
Los Angeles Clippers. The Knicks used a combi-
nation of well-executed perimeter shooting and
solid defense to break down Los Angeles and
bust the game open in the second quarter before
holding on in the fourth for their third win on a
six-game road swing.

The Knicks also have two losses on the road
trip, which closes Tuesday against the reigning
NBA champions Los Angeles Lakers. Rose came
off the bench to deliver eight assists, while
Reggie Bullock scored 24 points and made five
threes for the Knicks, who have five games left in
the season and all against clubs headed to the
postseason.

“He’s sort of the unsung hero. Every night he’s

guarding a tough opponent, he never stops work-
ing on the defensive end,” Knicks coach Tom
Thibodeau said of Bullock. “He’s got to continue
to do that for us, it opens up so many things.”

Also, Anthony Davis finished with 42 points
and 12 rebounds as the Los Angeles Lakers domi-

nated the Phoenix Suns 123-110 in the late game
in Los Angeles. Los Angeles avoided the three-
game season sweep by the Suns and stayed one
game behind the Portland Trail Blazers for the
seventh spot in the Western Conference stand-
ings with four games left. —AFP

Emotional Mother’s Day win for Wolves’
Towns, Doncic tossed in Mavs’ victory

ORLANDO: Karl-Anthony Towns #32 of the Minnesota Timberwolves shoots the ball against the Orlando
Magic on Sunday at Amway Center in Orlando, Florida. —AFP

Mercedes masterstroke
in Spain helps Hamilton
deny Verstappen
BARCELONA: Lewis Hamilton claimed his fifth suc-
cessive Spanish Grand Prix on Sunday ahead of Red
Bull’s Max Verstappen after a Mercedes pit-stop
masterstroke. Hamilton moved on to 98 career wins
after a surprise second change of tyres hoodwinked
Red Bull to lift him 14 points clear of Verstappen in
the drivers’ standings.

“It was a really great strategy by the team. What
a day!” beamed Hamilton, who was quick to
acknowledge the smattering of fans allowed in to
watch, a rare occurrence in the time of coronavirus.
“It is great to see. I saw a British flag out there
which I haven’t seen for a long, long time. I feel
great after this. I feel like I could go again.”

Hamilton had set off from pole for the 100th time
but was beaten to the first corner by Verstappen,
with Charles Leclerc for Ferrari dishing out the
same treatment on Valtteri Bottas on turn two. On
lap eight Yuki Tsunoda’s Sunday drive in Catalonia
suffered a premature end when his AlphaTauri came
to a grinding halt.

“Engine stop” the Japanese rookie lamented as
the safety car emerged briefly to remove the immo-
bile obstacle. Verstappen held off Hamilton comfort-
ably on the restart on lap 11, with Leclerc continuing
to split the two Mercedes.

With a third of the race completed the first round
of pit stops began, with all eyes on which of the
front two with less than a second between them
would blink first. Verstappen it was who came in on

lap 25, but the pit stop was slow by a couple of sec-
onds in another minor but potentially critical error
by the Red Bull title pretenders.

‘Sitting duck’
The Mercedes pit wall pulled Hamilton in for a

lightning stop a few laps later as they pinned their
hopes on fresher medium tyres making the differ-
ence towards the finish. At the midway point
Hamilton set the fastest lap to go less than two and
a half seconds behind his Dutch rival. The gap was
less than a second shortly after.

On lap 43 Mercedes played their ace card.
Hamilton, half a second off the lead, came into the
pits for a second new set of mediums. He reemerged
with under 23sec to make up on Verstappen, who
with tyre wear was in danger of becoming what he
would describe afterwards as “a sitting duck” for
the man in pursuit of a record eighth drivers’ title.
Hamilton asked his pit wall: “How far have I got to
catch up?”

“Currently 22 seconds... we’ve done it before...”
came back the reply. There was a note of despera-
tion on Red Bull’s radio with Verstappen suggesting
“I don’t know how we are going to make it to the
end”. Hamilton moved into second but there was no
hint of team orders with Bottas forcing his team-
mate into full overtaking mode.

Ten laps to go and Hamilton had only three sec-
onds to make up on Verstappen and on lap 60 he
did it, surging past the Dutchman on turn one - Toto
Wolff, his team boss, punching the air with delight
as their masterstroke paid off.

Hamilton said he was in two minds as to whether
to obey the order to come in. “I was about to get a
shot to get past him as I pitted. I was really conflict-
ed - ‘do I come in or ignore the call?’. I did what the

team asked because there is a great trust between
us. Remarkable job by everyone in this team. What
a day.”

Red Bull boss Christian Horner was magnani-
mous in defeat, saying: “In fairness, hats off to
Mercedes and Lewis.” Verstappen said: “We’re not
where we want to be and we still need to push hard
and catch up because at the moment we are a little
bit slower. But compared to last year, it has been a
jump for us.”

Bottas took third in the second Mercedes with
Leclerc’s Ferrari in fourth and Sergio Perez in the
second Red Bull completing the top five. Formula
One takes a breather next weekend before return-
ing for the Monaco Grand Prix with Hamilton possi-
bly having a tilt at his century of wins in Azerbaijan
at the start of June. —AFP

Zverev clinches second
Madrid Open title for
Roland Garros boost
MADRID: Alexander Zverev recovered from a set
down to defeat Matteo Berrettini 6-7 (8/10), 6-4,
6-3 and win the Madrid Open for a second time
Sunday as he clinched a fourth Masters 1,000 title.
The German fifth seed recorded his third consecu-
tive top-10 victory this week, having eliminated
five-time Madrid champion Rafael Nadal and
Dominic Thiem to reach the final.

Zverev, last year’s US Open runner-up, added to
his 2018 Madrid triumph as he denied Berrettini suc-
cessive titles following the Italian’s win in Belgrade last
month. “It is great (to win this title), especially after
losing my last three finals I played at Masters 1000
events,” Zverev said. “This is definitely special and I
just want to enjoy this one.”

Zverev was full of praise for his Italian rival.
“Matteo was an extremely difficult opponent,
because I had not faced anyone who serves at 235
km/h, who dominates the ball like him. Against Rafa
(Nadal) and Dominic (Thiem), the matches were dif-
ferent, although they are obviously excellent clay
players, perhaps the two best at the moment. Against
Matteo, it was extremely difficult to just put the ball
back in the court.”

Zverev is targeting a second Rome title at the Foro
Italico next week. He captured his first Masters there
in 2017 before also winning in Montreal later that year.
“Rome is also an event I like and enjoy, so I hope I can
perform in the same way as I did here and we will see
how it goes there. I feel awesome,” said Zverev.

After Rome, the German star will target a maiden
Grand Slam title at Roland Garros. However, he has yet
to get beyond the quarter-finals in Paris. “To play well
at Roland Garros, you have to play well during the
season on clay. In that sense, it’s (Sunday’s win) impor-
tant to me,” said Zverev. Berrettini, making his Madrid
main draw debut this week, was attempting to become
this year’s third first-time Masters champion after
Hubert Hurkacz (Miami) and Stefanos Tsitsipas
(Monte Carlo). —AFP

MONTMELO: Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton
drives ahead of Mercedes’ Finnish driver Valtteri
Bottas during the Spanish Formula One Grand Prix
race at the Circuit de Catalunya on Sunday in
Montmelo on the outskirts of Barcelona. —AFP

Kentucky Derby 
winner Medina Spirit
tests positive
for banned substance
WASHINGTON: Kentucky Derby winner Medina
Spirit has tested positive for a banned substance,
trainer Bob Baffert said Sunday, and the horse could
be stripped of its history-making victory. Baffert
told reporters at a Sunday news conference at
Churchill Downs in Louisville, Kentucky, that post-
race testing showed Medina Spirit was positive for
21 picograms of betamethasone, an anti-inflamma-
tory steroid medication not allowed to be used
within 14 days of competition.

Baffert denied treating the colt with the medica-
tion and said he will investigate the test result to
determine how the substance got into the horse’s
system following the race. “I got the biggest gut
punch in racing for something I didn’t do,” said
Baffert, who claimed a record seventh Kentucky
Derby victory with Medina Spirit but who is now
again under scrutiny after this latest in a string of
drug test failures. “It’s disturbing,” Baffert said. “It’s
a complete injustice to the horse.”

Churchill Downs announced Sunday it has

banned Baffert from entering any horses at the
racetrack while it awaits the conclusion of an inves-
tigation by the Kentucky Horse Racing Commission.
It would take a second positive result from a split
sample for the horse to be disqualified. But if the
second sample does come back positive  Medina
Spirit’s results would be invalidated and runner-up
Mandaloun will be declared the winner, Churchill
Downs officials said.

“Failure to comply with the rules and medication
protocols jeopardizes the safety of the horses and
jockeys, the integrity of our sport and the reputa-
tion of the Kentucky Derby and all who participate.
Churchill Downs will not tolerate it,” the racetrack
said in a statement.

“Given the seriousness of the alleged offense,
Churchill Downs will immediately suspend Bob
Baffert, the trainer of Medina Spirit, from entering
any horses at Churchill Downs Racetrack. We will
await the conclusion of the Kentucky Horse
Racing Commission’s investigation before taking
further steps.”

But critics were already piling on the three-year-
old colt and his trainer, former US President Donald
Trump saying, “So now even our Kentucky Derby
winner, Medina Spirit, is a junky... the whole world is
laughing at us.” Baffert wasn’t laughing, however,
vowing to challenge the finding as far as he could.
“I’m going to fight it tooth and nail,” Baffert said. “I
owe it to the horse, I owe it to the owner and I owe
it to our industry. Our industry needs to step up and

we need to do a better job in racing.”
“I don’t feel embarrassed,” Baffert said. “I feel

like I was wronged. “There’s problems in racing, but
it’s not Bob Baffert.” Baffert set a record for the
most wins by any trainer in the Derby’s 147-race
history on May 1 when 12-1 Medina Spirit won
under jockey John Velazquez to give Baffert his sev-
enth career Derby title. Two of his Kentucky Derby
winners, Justify and American Pharoah, went on to
claim the Triple Crown with wins in the Preakness
and Belmont Stakes. —AFP

LOUISVILLE: In this file photo taken on May 1, 2021,
Medina Spirit #8, ridden by jockey John Velazquez,
(right) crosses the finish line to win the 147th running
of the Kentucky Derby at Churchill Downs on in
Louisville, Kentucky. —AFP

Bamboo bats could
revolutionize cricket
LONDON: Cricket is a sport defined by tradition,
but change may be in store after research suggest-
ed bamboo could be an attractive alternative to wil-
low in the manufacture of bats. The Cambridge
University study said its prototype bamboo bat was
cheaper to produce, more sustainable and stronger
than traditional willow blades and could grow the
game worldwide.

The article, published in the Journal of Sports

Engineering and Technology on Sunday, also found
the laminated bamboo bat possessed a larger sweet
spot, making it “a batsman’s dream”. Willow trees
take 15 years to mature enough to produce cricket
bats, whereas bamboo only requires five to six
years and abounds in China, South America and
southeast Asia as well as cricket-obsessed India.

Bamboo bats could increase participation in low-
er-income countries thanks to lower production
costs and make cricket much more sustainable with-
out compromising quality, the study claimed. Co-
author Ben Tinkler-Davies said: “Whether you’re
playing or spectating, you wouldn’t notice much of a
difference. “Because laminated bamboo is so strong,
we’re very confident we can make a bamboo bat

light enough, even for today’s fast-scoring, short
forms of the game.”

The study found that bamboo is 22 percent
stiffer than willow and that its sweet spot performed
19 percent better. The prototype bat’s sweet spot —
the point where the ball is hit most effectively — is
larger than a traditional bat’s and located closer to
the toe. That allows it to transfer more energy to the
ball, the researchers said.

Technological evolution
Bamboo bats would be “a batsman’s dream”,

according to co-author Darshil Shah, who played
cricket for Thailand at youth level. “The sweet spot
on a bamboo bat makes it much easier to hit a four

off a yorker for starters, but it’s exciting for all kinds
of strokes,” he added.

Bamboo’s higher density means that the bat’s
shape would have to be redesigned to make a
lighter product before batsmen can blast bowlers
with their new weapon. The London-based
Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) — the conserva-
tive custodian of cricket’s laws — must approve any
change to the material used to make bats.

Cricketers have long experimented with different
types of bat, from the length of the handle to thick-
ness of the blade and weight, to try to gain a com-
petitive edge. In 1979, Australia’s Dennis Lillee
caused controversy by using an aluminum bat,
which was then banned. —AFP

MADRID: Germany’s Alexander Zverev holds up the
winner’s trophy after beating Italy’s Matteo
Berrettini during their 2021 ATP Tour Madrid Open
tennis tournament singles final match at the Caja
Magica in Madrid on Sunday. —AFP


