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KUWAIT: Kuwait has recorded new COVID-
19 cases below the 800 mark for two days in 
another sign of improvement regarding the 
health situation in the country. The Ministry 
of Health on Saturday reported six COVID-
19 deaths and 795 infections registered in the 
previous 24 hours. It had reported 763 coro-
navirus infections and seven deaths on Friday. 
The figures took the country’s death toll to 
1,687 and the caseload to 290,801, noted the 
ministry’s spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-
Sanad. The ministry announced 1,047 recov-
eries on Saturday and 1,191 on Friday, raising 
the total to 276,792.  

He added that the number of people hospi-
talized with the virus stood at 12,322 as of 
Saturday, including 194 currently in ICUs. Dr 
Sanad revealed Saturday that some 14,178 
swabs were conducted over the previous two 
days, bringing the total to 2.45 million. He 
renewed calls to abide by health precautions 
to curb the spread of the virus.  

Separately, Health Minister Dr Basel Al-
Sabah on Saturday expressed his hope to 
develop and enhance the strong and deep 
relations with the World Health Organization 
(WHO), which extends for more than 60 
years since Kuwait joint its membership in 

May of 1960. Coinciding with the prepara-
tion to open a permanent office for the 
organization in Kuwait, Dr Basel welcomed 
the organization’s initiative to announce the 
allocation of a page on its official website 
bearing the name of Kuwait and its contribu-
tions to the organization. 

The minister pointed out the relations 
between the two sides abounds many impor-
tant initiatives in different fields. In this regard, 
he referred to the award of the late Amir of 
Kuwait, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah that were given under the World Health 
Organization for the best researches, initia-

tives, and contributions in the field of elders 
Health and enhancing health care. Dr Basel Al-
Sabah revealed that this year’s award would 
be presented on May 28, 2021 to the National 
Center for Gerontology in China. The ceremo-
ny will be held on the sidelines of the 74th 
session of the World Health Organization 
Assembly in Geneva. Kuwait Health Minister 
previously announced finalizing the prepara-
tions to open the organization’s permanent 
office that will give chances to develop and 
improve policies, plans, and health programs 
that are consistent to the latest related devel-
opments. —KUNA

Kuwait logs less than 800 daily 
COVID cases for two straight days

Minister affirms keenness to develop relations with WHO

Health Minister  
Dr Basel Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: Kuwait Foreign Minister and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah received yesterday a copy 
of the credentials of UK’s new Ambassador to 

Kuwait Belinda Lewis. Sheikh Dr Ahmad also 
received a copy of the credentials of the newly-
appointed Nigerian Ambassador to Kuwait Jazuli 
Imam Galadanci. During the meetings that were 

held at the ministry’s headquarter, Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
wished the new ambassadors success in their 
tenures and that bilateral relations would further 
progress and prosper. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
receives a copy of the credentials of UK’s new Ambassador to Kuwait 
Belinda Lewis. —KUNA photos

Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah receives 
a copy of the credentials of Nigeria’s Ambassador to Kuwait Jazuli Imam 
Galadanci.

Foreign Minister receives new envoys’ credentials

KUWAIT: Two workers perished in a fire in a three-
floor commercial complex under construction in 
Jahra yesterday while firemen safely rescued five 
others from the scorching blaze. The workers who 
were rescued were stranded in the burning building, 
Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) said in a press release. The 

two deaths resulted from dense smoke inside the 
1,000-square-meter complex, it added. Flames 
engulfed the three floors of the complex, the KFF 
said.  

Firemen rapidly scrambled into action, arriving at 
the scene in just five minutes after being alerted 

about the accident. An investigation was opened 
into the incident. Separately, a preliminary investi-
gation revealed that a fire that broke out in a tire 
dump in the Abdullah Port scrapyard on Saturday 
was deliberately started, KFF said. No suspects 
have been named or arrested so far.
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NEW DELHI: Kuwaiti Ambassador to India Jassem 
Al-Najem announced on Saturday that oxygen sup-
ply and emergency medical aid from Kuwait contin-
ues to arrive to Indian ports to fill shortage in hos-
pitals to thousands of COVID-19 patients. 
Ambassador Najem said that an aid ship from 
Kuwait arrived in Mumbai Port in the western 
Indian state of Maharashtra; considered the most 
affected by COVID-19.  

The ship carries 75 metric tons of liquid oxygen 
and 1,000 oxygen cylinders, the ambassador noted. 
This aid is coming as part of the sea bridge that 
Kuwait established to support India in fighting the 
mutated coronavirus, Najem said, adding more 
ships are slated to arrive in Indian ports in the com-
ing days. In the coming two weeks, the oxygen sup-
ply from Kuwait is poised to reach 1,400 metric 
tons making it one of the top countries in the world 
to supply huge quantities of oxygen to India. He 
also underlined Kuwait’s keenness to alleviate the 
suffering of the friendly Indian people due to this 
health disaster.  

Three Indian military ships had arrived at 
Mangalore Port, southern Karnataka state as they 
sailed from Kuwait’s Shuwaikh Port carrying 140 
metric tons of liquid medical oxygen and 1,600 
oxygen cylinders. A Kuwait military plane loaded 
with 40 tons of oxygen concentrators, ventilators, 
oxygen cylinders, medicines and other relief materi-
als had arrived in Indira Gandhi International 
Airport in New Delhi.  

Earlier last week, Indian External Affairs Minister 
Dr S Jaishankar, during a phone call with Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah, expressed his country’s gratitude and appre-
ciation to the leadership and people of Kuwait for 
extending support to tackle the second wave of 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Kuwaiti Cabinet recently 
decided to send oxygen and emergency relief mate-
rials to India to help it face the impact of the spread 
of mutated strain of the coronavirus. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Firefighters battle a blaze at a commercial complex under construction in Jahra yesterday.
Firemen extinguish a fire in a tire dump in the 
Abdullah Port scrapyard on Saturday. 

Two perish in Jahra mall fire
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 achieving peace and ending the (Zionist) occupa-

tion of Arab and Palestinian lands represents support 
for the apartheid regime and participation in its 
crimes,” Maliki told the virtual OIC meeting hosted 
by Saudi Arabia. 

“This colonial occupation must be confronted, 
dismantled, ended, and banned. The recently acceler-
ated normalization will not have an impact on the 
sentiments of the Arab world or change their assess-
ment.” The deadly flare-up of violence between the 
Zionist entity and the Palestinians has embarrassed 
countries which moved to normalize relations with 
the Jewish state - Bahrain, Morocco, Sudan and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

In a joint statement, the OIC said it “condemns in 
the strongest terms the barbaric attacks launched by 
(the Zionist entity) ... against the Palestinian people and 
their land and holy sites”. The pan-Islamic body 

demanded a complete cessation of hostilities, saying 
the violence was causing “severe suffering” to civilians 
and increased the “risks of instability” in the region. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan 
also called on the international community to take 
“urgent action” to halt the Zionist military operation 
and to revive peace talks aimed at securing a two-
state solution. “Preserving Jerusalem is the responsi-
bility of all of us,” he said. Reem Al-Hashimy, the UAE 
minister of state for international cooperation, spoke 
at the meeting but did not address the criticism, only 
calling for a halt to the violence and not specifically 
blaming the Zionist entity for the troubles. 

Yesterday, Zionist strikes killed at least 42 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, the worst daily death 
toll yet in the almost weeklong clashes, as the UN 
Security Council met amid global alarm at the esca-
lating conflict. UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres pleaded for an immediate end to the deadly 
violence, warning that the fighting could plunge the 
region into an “uncontainable security and humani-
tarian crisis”. 

“Fighting must stop. It must stop immediately,” 
Guterres said as he opened a Security Council ses-
sion delayed by the Zionist entity’s ally the United 
States, calling the violence over the past week “utter-

ly appalling”. The heaviest fighting in years, sparked 
by unrest in Jerusalem, saw the rivals again trade 
heavy fire, with the death toll rising to 192 in the 
crowded coastal enclave of Gaza since Monday and 
at 10 in the Zionist entity, according to authorities on 
either side. 

Palestinian Foreign Minister Maliki accused the 
Zionist entity of “war crimes” as he urged interna-
tional pressure at the UN Security Council session. 
“Some may not want to use these words - war crimes 
and crimes against humanity - but they know they 
are true,” Maliki told the virtual session on the crisis. 

He renewed the charge that the Zionist entity is 
pursuing a policy of “apartheid” against the 
Palestinians. “Act now to end the aggression. Act now 
so freedom can prevail - not apartheid,” he told the 
Security Council. The Zionist entity “is an occupying 
colonial power. Any assessment of the situation that 
fails to take into account this fundamental fact is 
biased,” Maliki said. “(The Zionist entity) always says, 
put yourselves in our shoes. But (the Zionist entity) is 
not wearing shoes. It is wearing military boots.”  

China later voiced regret that the United States 
was blocking a UN Security Council statement on 
the violence as it urged greater international efforts 
to stop the bloodshed. “Regrettably, simply because 

of the obstruction of one country, the Security 
Council hasn’t been able to speak with one voice,” 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, whose country holds the 
Council’s rotating presidency, told the virtual session. 
“We call upon the United States to shoulder its due 
responsibilities.” 

In Gaza, the death toll kept rising as emergency 
teams worked to pull out bodies from vast piles of 
smoking rubble and toppled buildings, as relatives 
wailed in horror and grief. “We were sleeping and 
then all of a sudden there were rockets raining down 
on us,” said Lamia Al-Koulak, 43, who lost siblings 
and their children in the dawn bombardment. “The 
children were screaming. For half an hour we were 
bombarded without previous warning. We came out 
to find the building next door flattened. All the people 
under the rubble were simple people.” 

Zionist air strikes also hit the home of Yahya 
Sinwar, head of Hamas’ political wing in the Gaza 
Strip, the army said, releasing a video showing 
plumes of smoke and intense damage, but without 
saying if he was killed. At least 58 children have 
lost their lives in Gaza, local health authorities 
said, more than 1,200 people have been wounded 
and entire buildings and city blocks reduced to 
rubble. — Agencies  
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