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KUWAIT: Foreign Minister and Minister of State
for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah yesterday chaired the State
of Kuwait’s delegation partaking in the virtual
emergency meeting of the Executive Committee of
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to
discuss current developments in Palestine, namely
attacks and violations perpetrated by the Zionist
occupation forces in the holy City of Jerusalem.
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser addressed a statement at
the meeting, citing a verse from the Holy Quran
that urges the faithful to be patient and remain
pious and obedient to His Almighty Allah. “Our
brethren in Palestine,” he started, “are facing today
one of the largest, fiercest flagrant offensives, car-
ried out by the Zionist occupation forces, targeting
children, women, unarmed civilians with no mercy
whatsoever and no regard to international laws
and covenants. The State of Kuwait, while it greets
with awe our patient and steadfast brothers in
Palestine in the face of these brutal crimes by the
Zionist occupation forces, renews its strong con-
demnation of these systematic crimes against the
Palestinian people in the city of Jerusalem and all
occupied Palestinian territories that have resulted
in destabilization in the Middle East, posing a
threat to international peace and security.”

Repeated history
“History is recurring itself,” the Kuwaiti Foreign

Minister stated. “Our organization was established
due to the fire at Al-Aqsa Mosque and now after
52 years, the brutal Zionist measures intended to
scratch off features of Holy Jerusalem are happen-
ing again as part of a continuous criminal scheme
for altering its identity. Kuwait denounces with

strongest terms the Zionist occupation forces
relentless breaches of international and humanitar-
ian laws. These forces carry on with forced immi-
gration and construction of settlements on the
Palestinian territories namely in the Holy Jerusalem
and at Sheikh Jarrah district.

“International resolutions affirm that special
sanctity of holy Jerusalem must not be desecrated
and East Jerusalem must remain part of the occu-
pied Palestinian territories according to the 1949
Fourth Geneva Convention, also as stipulated by
the decisions of Islamic summits; latest of which
was Resolution Number one issued at the 2019
Makkah Summit. These continuing Zionist prac-
tices aim to alter facts in the occupied territories
and constitute blatant violation of all relevant res-
olutions of the international legitimacy that con-
sider these measures as invalid and imply no com-
mitment or right.”

The Kuwaiti foreign minister praised efforts
exerted by Tunisia and the Niger, two non-perma-
nent members of the OIC, for their reactions to the
bloody and tragic events involving the Palestinian
brothers. He urged the OIC to take decisive meas-
ures to stop the flagrant aggression and hold the
occupation Zionist forces fully responsible for
their crimes and crimes against humanity. The
State of Kuwait, he has continued, renews its
adherence to the Arab and Islamic stances that
affirm that peace is a strategic option, that a last-
ing, comprehensive and just solution is based on
the two states principle, the road map, the Arab
peace initiative where the Palestinian people can
attain in full their legitimate rights and establish
their independent state on their territories — with
East Jerusalem as its capital.  

Arab-level coordination
Sheikh Dr Ahmad had discussed during a phone

call Saturday with his Tunisian counterpart Othman
Jerandi the serious effects resulting from the Zionist
attacks on Gaza, as well as consultations and ways
of coordination regarding the Security Council ses-
sion that was scheduled for yesterday, to look into
such critical situation. Tunisia is currently the Non-
Permanent Representative in the Security Council
and Arab representative in the Council.

The Kuwaiti Foreign Minister had on Friday dis-
cussed ceasefire and de-escalation efforts in the
occupied Palestinian lands with his Saudi counter-
part Prince Faisal Bin Farhan. A statement by the
Foreign Ministry pointed out that the phone con-
versation came in line with the State of Kuwait’s
support and coordination of international efforts for
a ceasefire in occupied Palestine. Sheikh Dr Ahmad
lauded immense efforts wielded by the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia in this regard.

Kuwait TV office destroyed
Meanwhile, a Zionist air strike had on Saturday

destroyed a high-rise building in the Gaza Strip
where a production company that does reporting
for the State-run Kuwait television in addition to
other media outlets are located, a media source
said. “The 12-storey Al-Jalaa tower block in Gaza
collapsed after repeated missile strikes from the
Zionist air force,” reporter Suad Al-Imam told
KUNA. The compound, which houses offices of
news media including Qatar’s Al-Jazeera television
network, collapsed in plumes of smoke that caused
damage to nearby buildings and private flats. The
incident has been widely condemned by journalists
as an attack on press freedom. 
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RAFAH: Palestinians inspect their house, after it was destroyed by a Zionist airstrike, in the city of Rafah, in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. — AFP

UN praises Kuwait’s
commitment to peace
KUWAIT: Dr Tarek Elsheikh, the UN Secretary
General Representative and Resident
Coordinator to the country, yesterday lauded
Kuwait’s commitment to world peace and human
dignity. Since its admission to the United Nations
in 1963, the State of Kuwait has always empha-
sized its commitment to regional and world peace
and human dignity, promoting dialogue among
nations and fighting all forms of terrorism, Dr
Elsheikh said in a statement marking the
“International Day of Living Together in Peace.”

Now, in 2021, Kuwait stresses on the impor-
tance of dialogue to empower the values of equi-
ty, acceptance and co-existence among the dif-
ferent civilizations, cultures, and religions, and
hence live together in peace. With this belief
asserted in actions, the State of Kuwait devel-
oped a State Vision of New Kuwait 2035, harmo-
nizing its national development plan with the
international development vision by adapting the
plan to the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG’s) 2030 agenda, he
said. In 1961, the year of its political independ-
ence, the state of Kuwait established the Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED).
A generous declaration to the world that Kuwait
is willing to share its wealth with other develop-
ing countries and hence lead in that vital and
noble role of enhancing the regional and interna-
tional peace and development. Since that date,
KFAED has provided loans to 107 countries, for
the purpose of implementing development proj-
ects in sectors such as education, transportation,
industry, energy, water and sewerage, peace-
building, and many others.

This year, while the world is bravely fighting
an unprecedented global crisis unleashed by
COVID-19, it is important more than ever to pro-
mote equity, solidarity, compassion, and kindness
to help ensure peace, under the motto ‘Nobody is
safe until everyone is safe’. People from different
groups volunteered together to respond to the
pandemic. Stemming from this belief, on 10
August 2020, the State of Kuwait pledged $10
million to Gavi, the vaccine alliance for support-
ing COVAXAdvance Market Commitment
Countries. On 15 November 2020, the Kuwait
Fund has contributed $4 million to UNICEF’s
COVID-19 response in Syria, supporting the
most vulnerable children and families. On 6 July
2020, the World Health Organization acknowl-
edged the generous funding of Kuwait that sup-
ported the implementation of Jordan’s COVID-19
national preparedness and response plan. In 2021,
the state of Kuwait has donated oxygen cylin-
ders, oxygen concentrators, ventilators, and other
medical supplies to aid India in their fierce fight
against COVID-19.

These are only few examples however the
State of Kuwait still has much more to open-
handedly contribute to the world, it is a destiny
Kuwait is proud to fulfill. Such destiny was com-
mended during the General Assembly in its
Seventy-Sixth Session, October 2020, when
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres celebrated
the life of the late Amir, His Highness Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also known
as “dean of Arab diplomacy” and described him
as a bridge builder and a messenger of peace.
With foresight and political wisdom, His
Highness Sheikh Sabah shaped Kuwait’s preven-
tive diplomatic engagement, he said, recalling
how in the thick of the Syrian refugee crisis, His
Highness the late Amir convened the first confer-
ence of solidarity, and started it off with a gener-
ous offer that inspired other countries to step up
their response.

In a recent update from WHO, the Executive
Director Tedros Ghebreyesus expressed his grat-
itude to the government of Kuwait for providing
over $200 million between 2015-20, enabling
WHO to progress towards achieving health for
all, address health emergencies and save millions
of lives around the globe. The partnership
between the UN and Kuwait goes beyond mobi-
lizing resources for UN programs and includes
collaboration on global projects. These are
focused on advocacy, capacity development and
technical collaboration with the aim of achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals and provid-
ing assistance that alleviates the suffering of mil-
lions around the world. Two days ago, 14th May
marks the 58th anniversary of the State of Kuwait
as a member State to the United Nations.

“I take this opportunity to congratulate the
government of Kuwait under the leadership of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and wisdom of His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah for the continuous and tireless efforts in
promoting peace and prosperity through our
long-standing strategic partnership to provide
much needed support and assistance to commu-
nities around the world and particularly in sup-
port of various humanitarian operations including
in Iraq, Palestine, Syria, Yemen and for the
Rohingya, to name a few,” Elsheikh noted further.
When declaring the International Day of Living
Together in Peace; the United Nations invited
countries to observe the Day in accordance with
the culture and other appropriate circumstances
or customs of their local, national and regional
communities, including through education and
public awareness-raising activities. — KUNA


