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NEW YORK: Thousands of pro-
Palestinian demonstrators rallied in cities
across North America on Saturday, call-
ing for an end to Zionist attacks on the
Gaza Strip. Gatherings to show solidarity
with Palestinians took place in cities
including New York, Boston,
Washington, Montreal and Dearborn,
Michigan.

About two thousand people turned
out in the Bay Ridge area of Brooklyn,
chanting “Free, free Palestine” and “From
the river to the sea, Palestine will be
free”. They waved Palestinian flags and
held placards that read “End (Zionist)
Apartheid” and “Freedom for Gaza.”
Many protesters wore black and white,
and red and white, keffiyeh scarves,
while drivers sounded car horns and
motorcyclists revved their engines as the
sun beat down.

Several Jewish people attended, car-
rying placards that said “Not in my
name” and “Solidarity with Palestine” as
the protesters took over a street in the
area which has a large Arab population.
A few dozen police officers looked on at
the peaceful protest, dubbed “Defend
Palestine”. “When you have a nuclear-
armed state and another state of vil-
lagers with rocks it is clear who is to
blame,” said 35-year-old Emraan Khan, a
corporate strategist from Manhattan, as
he waved a Palestinian flag.

Alison Zambrano, a 20-year-old stu-
dent, travelled from neighboring
Connecticut for the demo. “Palestinians
have the right to live freely and children
in Gaza should not be being killed,” she
told AFP. Mashhour Ahmad, a 73-year-
old Palestinian who has lived in New
York for 50 years, said “don’t blame the
victim for the aggression”.

“I’m telling Mr Biden and his cabinet
to stop supporting the killing. Support
the victims, stop the oppression. The
violence committed by the (Zionist) army
recently is genocide,” he added, raising a
poster above his head that said “Free
Palestine, End the occupation”. 

‘Catastrophe’ day 
The protests were held on the

anniversary of Nakba Day, or “catastro-
phe”, that saw hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians displaced during the Zionist
entity’s creation in 1947-1948. Throngs
of people gathered in Copley Square in
Boston, while a few hundred rallied on
the Washington Monument grounds in
the US capital. Several thousand demon-
strated in Montreal, calling for “the liber-
ation of Palestine”.

Protesters also denounced “war
crimes” committed by the Zionist entity
in Gaza and carried placards accusing
the Zionist entity of violating interna-
tional law during the protest in the cen-

ter of the Canadian city. Earlier, a cara-
van of cars sounded their horns and
drove with Palestinian flags blowing in
the wind as they protested outside the
consulate of the Zionist entity in the
western part of Montreal. A protester
was arrested for breaking a window, a
police spokesperson said, but otherwise
the demonstration was peaceful. 

Meanwhile, Paris police used tear gas
and water cannon Saturday to disperse a
pro-Palestinian rally held despite a ban
by authorities, who feared a flare-up of
anti-Semitic violence during the worst
fighting between the Zionist entity and
Hamas in years. The interior ministry said
between 2,500 and 3,500 people con-
verged on the heavily immigrant Barbes
neighborhood in the north of the capital,
while organizers claimed as many as
5,000 rallied amid a massive security
presence involving some 4,200 officers.

Police blocked off wide boulevards as
well as narrow streets where some of the
protesters were forced to retreat, while
knots of residents and passers-by
watched or recorded the scene with
their phones. Some threw stones or tried
to set up roadblocks with construction
barriers, but for the most part police
pursued groups across the district while
preventing any march toward the Place
de la Bastille as planned. — Agencies 

“You want to prohibit me from show-

ing solidarity with my people, even as my
village is being bombed?” Mohammed,
23 and wearing a “Free Palestine” t-shirt,
told AFP. Other demonstrators chanted
“Free Palestine” or “Get out, Palestine
doesn’t belong to you” while waving the
territory’s flag. As a cold rainstorm set-
tled over the city toward evening, many
protesters left, leaving a large group of
mostly young men facing off against

ranks of officers who held their ground
on a stretch of boulevard. A handful of
garbage bins were set on fire and rocks
and other projectiles were hurled toward
police, who broke up the demo by
around 7:00 pm (1700 GMT). Out of 51
arrests at protests nationwide, 44 people
were held in Paris. One policeman was
slightly hurt in the capital and another in
Nice. — Agencies 

Rallies for Palestine held in N America
Tensions in Paris as pro-Palestinian protesters defy police

People wave flags atop cars in traffic during a demonstration to voice support for
the people of Palestine at Toronto City Hall in Toronto on Saturday. 

(Clockwise from top left) A man holds a “Free Palestine” sign during a demonstration in support of Palestine in Brooklyn, New York on Saturday; Demonstrators hold signs as thousands gather during a rally to support Palestine
at Copley Square in Boston; Residents of Dearborn, Michigan, gather to protest the actions of the Zionist army in Gaza as well as the forced removal of Palestinian families in Sheikh Jarrah in East Jerusalem; Activists and pro-
testers march in support of Palestine near the Washington Monument in Washington, DC. — AFP photos 

Strike flattens 
Gaza building 
hosting media 
GAZA CITY: A Zionist air strike Saturday
flattened a 13-floor building housing
Qatar-based Al Jazeera television and the
US news agency the Associated Press in
the Gaza Strip. The Zionist entity
“destroyed Jala Tower in the Gaza Strip,
which contains the Al Jazeera and other
international press offices,” Al Jazeera said
in a tweet, with an AP journalist saying the
army had warned the tower’s owner ahead
of the strike.

AFP journalists, whose Gaza offices are
in a different place, watched the building
collapse to the ground after the Zionist air
strike, sending up a huge mushroom cloud
of dust and debris. Zionist defense officials
said the building housed not only news
bureaus but offices of Hamas militants. But
Walid Al-Omari, Al Jazeera Jerusalem
bureau chief, was incensed and vowed the
network would not be silenced.

“It is clear that those who are waging
this war do not only want to spread
destruction and death in Gaza, but also to
silence media that are witnessing, docu-

menting and reporting the truth,” he said.
AP President and CEO Gary Pruitt said he
was “shocked and horrified” by the attack,
adding about a dozen AP journalists and
freelancers had been in the office, but
were able to flee. “This is an incredibly
disturbing development. We narrowly
avoided a terrible loss of life,” Pruitt said.

The White House, which has kept a rel-

atively low profile on the Zionist-
Palestinian flare-up, said it has cautioned
the Zionist entity about the importance of
protecting independent media. “We have
communicated directly to the (Zionists)
that ensuring the safety and security of
journalists and independent media is a
paramount responsibility,” White House
press secretary Jen Psaki tweeted. — AFP  

GAZA: A ball of fire erupts from the Jala Tower as it is destroyed in a Zionist airstrike in Gaza
City on Saturday. — AFP 


