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LONDON: Liverpool goalkeeper Alisson’s dra-
matic 95th-minute goal gave the Reds a 2-1 victo-
ry at West Bromwich Albion yesterday to maintain 
their bid to play in the Champions League. 
Liverpool trail fourth-placed Chelsea by one point 
and Leicester by three, with two league games left 
to play this season thanks to Alisson’s late header. 

With Leicester and Chelsea still to face off in a 
repeat of the FA Cup final, won 1-0 by the Foxes 
on Saturday, victories over Burnley and Crystal 
Palace will take Liverpool into the top four. The 
already-relegated Baggies took an early lead 
through Hal Robson-Kanu before the in-form 
Mohamed Salah equalized before half-time. 

But Liverpool were still heading for a damaging 
draw when Alisson headed in from a corner in the 
fifth minute of stoppage-time. “Wow, is a pretty 
good word,” elated Liverpool manager Jurgen 
Klopp told the BBC. “It’s the best goal I’ve ever 

seen scored by a goalkeeper! Strikers score like 
that. If Olivier Giroud scores like that you say it’s a 
worldie. It’s a worldie! Wow!,” the German added. 

Already-crowned Premier League champions 
Manchester City and Chelsea will contest this sea-
son’s Champions League final in Porto on May 29. 
But if Chelsea remain in the top four there won’t be 
an additional Champions League place given to 
the fifth-placed side in the Premier League. 

Liverpool were stunned when Robson-Kanu, 
making his first league start of the season for 
Albion, put the hosts ahead in the 15th minute after 
he ran onto Matheus Pereira’s pass and found the 
bottom corner at the Hawthorns. Liverpool levelled 
when Sadio Mane, starting in place of the injured 
Diogo Jota, intercepted a loose pass to Kyle 
Bartley, with the ball then falling to Salah, who hit a 
first-time shot into the bottom left corner. 

The Egypt striker’s 22nd Premier League goal 

of the season drew him level with Harry Kane in 
the race for the English top-flight’s golden boot 
award. Tottenham Hotspur moved into sixth place, 
on goal difference from West Ham, after a 2-0 win 
at home to Wolves. England captain Kane fired 
Spurs ahead on the stroke of half-time, curling the 
ball into the corner of the net after Pierre-Emile 
Hojbjerg’s through ball behind the defense. 

Hojbjerg made it 2-0 just after the hour when he 
followed up as Gareth Bale’s shot was parried by 
Rui Patricio as Spurs bolstered their hopes of at 
least playing Europa League football next season. 
“This is Tottenham Hotspur,” said interim manager 
Ryan Mason. “We want to be playing in the 
biggest competition in the biggest games. This 
season hasn’t gone to plan,” added Mason, 
appointed after Spurs sacked Jose Mourinho. 

Eighth-placed Everton, Liverpool’s local rivals, 
are at home to bottom of the table Sheffield 

United in the day’s concluding Premier League 
match. Earlier, Crystal Palace twice came from 
behind to beat Aston Vil la 3-2, with Tyrick 
Mitchell’s first goal for the club sealing victory six 
minutes from time.  

John McGinn put Villa ahead in the 17th minute 
at Selhurst Park before Christian Benteke 
equalised against his former club with a 32nd-
minute header. Palace fell behind again two min-
utes later when Anwar El Ghazi scored from close 
range. The Eagles, however, equalized for a second 
time in the 76th minute when Wilfried Zaha 
grabbed his 11th goal of the season with a shot 
deflected in off Ahmed Elmohamady. 

The comeback was complete in the 84th 
minute when the 21-year-old Mitchell followed-
up from close range after team-mate Eberechi 
Eze had miscued in a victory that lifted Palace to 
13th place. — AFP  

Alisson keeps Liverpool dream alive

WEST BROMWICH: Liverpool’s Brazilian goalkeeper Alisson Becker scores his team’s second goal during the English Premier League football match between West Bromwich Albion and Liverpool at The Hawthorns 
stadium yesterday. — AFP 

Suarez winner keeps 
Atletico top of La Liga 

MADRID: Atletico Madrid’s Uruguayan forward Luis Suarez is grabbed by 
Osasuna’s Spanish defender Unai Garcia during the Spanish League match at the 
Wanda Metropolitano stadium yesterday. — AFP 

MADRID: Luis Suarez scored the 
goal that could win Atletico Madrid 
La Liga as his 88th-minute winner 
snatched a remarkable 2-1 victory 
against Osasuna yesterday after 
they looked set to hand the title to 
Real Madrid.  

Atletico trailed with nine minutes 
to go at the Wanda Metropolitano 
and faced a defeat that would not 

just have postponed their bid to be 
champions but allowed Real Madrid, 
who were beating Athletic Bilbao, to 
go top with one game left. Instead, 
Atletico scored in the 82nd and 88th 
minutes to pull off a stunning turn-
around.  Renan Lodi smashed in an 
equalizer before Suarez proved the 
hero, firing in from eight yards to 
spark mass celebrations. — AFP

BERLIN: Borussia Dortmund secured their 
place in the Champions League for next 
season as Raphael Guerreiro, Marco Reus 
and Julian Brandt scored in a 3-1 win at 
Mainz yesterday. Guerreiro and captain 
Reus hit first-half goals before Germany 
winger Brandt made sure of the three points 
with a late effort. 

With one game left, Dortmund, who rout-
ed Leipzig 4-1 to win the German Cup in 
midweek, cannot finish outside of the 
Bundesliga’s top four. Mainz striker Robin 
Quaison claimed his 30th Bundesliga goal by 
netting a 90th-minute penalty. Qualifying for 
Europe caps a remarkable turnaround by 
Dortmund in the last six weeks. 

They were fifth and seven points from 
the Champions League places after losing 
2-1 to Eintracht Frankfurt in early April. 
Dortmund have since won all six league 
games to guarantee a place next season in 
the group stages of the Champions League. 
“Not many people believed in us,” 
Dortmund captain Reus told Sky when 
asked about bridging the seven-point gap. 
The team deserves an incredible compli-
ment. We have shown a really strong men-
tality in the last few weeks. When we have 
to, we are capable of great things.” 

Dortmund’s purple patch has extended to 
the German Cup, winning Thursday’s final 

after Jadon Sancho and Erling Braut Haaland 
both scored twice in Berlin. Qualifying for 
Europe also reduces the chance of star striker 
Haaland leaving at the end of the season. The 
20-year-old has made no secret of the fact he 
wants Champions League football and his 
agent Mino Raiola has recently fuelled spec-
ulation the Norwegian could leave. Haaland 
has a contract until 2024, but there is report-

edly a release clause which becomes active in 
2022. Dortmund are adamant he is staying, 
with sports director Michael Zorc insisting 
Haaland “will play for us next season” before 
kick-off yesterday. In their previous home 
game, Mainz pulled off a shock 2-1 win over 
Bayern Munich, who have since been con-
firmed Bundesliga champions, but Dortmund 
allowed no such repeat. — AFP 

Dortmund secure  
Champions League  
spot with sixth win

MAINZ: Mainz’s Luxembourgian midfielder Leandro Barreiro Martins and Dortmund’s 
German midfielder Mahmoud Dahoud vie for the ball during a Bundesliga football match 
yesterday. — AFP 

ROME: Rafael Nadal beat world number one 
Novak Djokovic to win a 10th Italian Open 
title yesterday and set down a key marker 
two weeks out from the defense of his Roland 
Garros crown. Second seed Nadal won 
through 7-5, 1-6, 6-3 in 2hr 49min against the 
defending champion in the 57th career show-
down between the pair. 

“It’s amazing I have this trophy in my 
hands for a 10th time, something impossible 
to imagine,” said the world number three who 
also equaled Djokovic’s record of 36 ATP 

Masters 1000 titles in his 12th Rome final. “I 
remember the first final I won here in Rome 
back in 2005 against (Guillermo) Coria which 
lasted five hours,” recalled the 34-year-old of 
his five-set battle past the Argentine. 

Djokovic and Nadal were facing each oth-
er for the 57th time, having last played in the 
2020 French Open final which the Spaniard 
won in straight sets. The pair have won 15 of 
the last 17 Rome titles between them, while 
Nadal leads their head-to-head in finals in 
the Italian capital 4-2. “I really wanted this 
title. This had been one of the most important 
titles in my career. I’d won 10 in Monte Carlo, 
Barcelona and Roland Garros and really 
wanted it here too,” added Nadal. 

Despite losing his opening service game 
Nadal broke back in the third game hitting 
twice as many winners as the Serb with 21 in 
the set. A dip in form in the second set 

allowed Djokovic to break twice and get back 
into the game. But Nadal got back on track in 
the third with Djokovic having played nearly 
five hours on court on Saturday between his 
rain-delayed quarter-finals and semi-final 
matches. 

The Spaniard saved two break points on 
his serve in the fifth game and broke for love 
for 4-2. Djokovic saved a first match point in 
the eighth game but Nadal made no mistake 
on his second chance in the following to seal 
his 88th career title after winning in 
Barcelona earlier this month. 

“It doesn’t get a bigger challenge than 
playing in the final against Rafa,” said five-
time Rome winner Djokovic, who leads their 
overall head-to-head 29-28. “Overall three 
hours of high quality tennis. I’m disappointed 
not to win, but pleased with my level. Going 
into Paris it’s a good sensation. — AFP 

ROME: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic (left), holding the finalist’s trophy, and Spain’s 
Rafael Nadal, holding the winner’s trophy, pose after the final of the men’s 
Italian Tennis Open at Foro Italico yesterday. — AFP  

Nadal beats  
Djokovic to win  
10th Rome title 


