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Amir receives Crown Prince, Prime Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received, at Bayan Palace yesterday, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir also received 
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. — KUNA photos

KUWAIT: Minister of Finance and 
Minister of State for Economic Affairs 
and Investment Khalifa Hamadah dis-
cussed yesterday with the US and 
Tunisian ambassadors means of boost-
ing cooperation at the economic level. 
The Ministry of Finance said in a state-
ment the minister also examined with 
the two envoys impact of the coron-
avirus crisis on economic conditions in 
the country and measures that have 

been taken to alleviate such effects. 
The talks with the US Ambassador 
Alina Romanowski, addressed mat-
ters in the energy and technological 
sectors. As to the discussions with the 
Tunisian Ambassador Hashemi Ajeeli, 
the statement said they touched on 
planned meetings of the supreme 
joint commission, as part of the 
approach to cement cooperation in 
various fields. — KUNA

Kuwait Finance Minister 
discusses cooperation 
with US, Tunisian envoys

KUWAIT: Minister of Finance and Minister of State for Economic Affairs and 
Investment Khalifa Hamadah meets US Ambassador to Kuwait Alina 
Romanowski. — KUNA photos

Minister of Finance and Minister of State for Economic Affairs and Investment 
Khalifa Hamadah meets Tunisian Ambassador to Kuwait Hashemi Ajeeli.

KUWAIT: The Foreign Ministry expressed 
strong condemnation and denunciation of 
the gravely abusive remarks of the now for-
mer Lebanese caretaker Foreign Minister 
Charbel Wehbe against the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) member states 
and their peoples. In a statement, the min-
istry said that Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Ambassador Majdi Al-Thufairi 
summoned on Tuesday the charge d’affairs 
of the Lebanese embassy in Kuwait Hadi 
Hashim and handed him an official protest 
note including Kuwait’s condemnation and 
denunciation of Wehbe’s offenses which 

contradict the sisterly relations between 
Lebanon and the GCC states. The meeting 

was attended by Assistant Foreign Minister 
Ambassador Ayham Al-Omar. — KUNA

Kuwait condemns 
‘gross slanders’ 
against GCC

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassador Majdi Al-Thufairi meets the charge d’af-
fairs of the Lebanese embassy in Kuwait Hadi Hashim.— KUNA

KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer 
Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah and the 
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bhutan to 
Kuwait Tshering Penjor, and his accompany-
ing delegation discussed ways of enhancing 
security cooperation between the two 
friendly countries. This came during a meet-
ing between the Interior minister and the 
ambassador yesterday, said a statement 
issued by the General Administration of 
Security Relations and Media at the Ministry 

of Interior. Ambassador Penjor expressed his 
country’s appreciation for the vital role 

played by Kuwait in enhancing security and 
peace in the region. — KUNA

Interior Minister 
discusses 
cooperation with 
Bhutan envoy

KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah meets the 
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bhutan to Kuwait Tshering Penjor. — KUNA
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The Assembly wi l l  a lso debate 

grillings against Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah and Finance 
Minister Khalifa Hamada for failing to 
answer quest ions sent by MPs. The 
opposition has enough numbers to vote 
the three ministers out of office if law-
makers decide to submit no-confidence 
motions against them. 

Opposition MP Marzouq Al-Khalifa 

yesterday asked the finance minister 
about a media report  c laiming that 
Kuwait deposited $20 billion in Qatari 
banks to support the banking sector in 
the Gulf state following sanctions by 
neighboring states in June 2017. The 
lawmaker asked the minister if the report 
is true. He also asked if Kuwait has with-
drawn the deposit, and if not, why? 

Zionist raids 
damage Kuwait...
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you can deter them, and we are engaged right now 

in forceful deterrence,” he told foreign ambassadors. 
“But I have to say we don’t rule out anything.” But a 
Zionist military official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said in a separate briefing that the Zionist 
entity was assessing at what stage it may stop its mili-
tary campaign. “We are looking at when is the right 
moment for a ceasefire,” said the source. 

The Zionist entity was evaluating whether its 
objective of degrading Hamas’ capabilities had been 
achieved, the military source said, and “whether Hamas 
understands the message” that its rocket barrages 
towards the Zionist entity cannot recur. Warplanes hit 
Gaza City again in the predawn hours, as the Zionist 
military kept targeting militant leaders and infrastruc-
ture in the crowded enclave which has been under 
Zionist blockade for nearly 15 years. 

Gaza mother-of-seven Randa Abu Sultan, 45, 
recounted how her family crowded into one room to 
sit out another night of fear. “We’re all terrified by the 
sound of explosions, missiles and fighter jets,” she said. 
“My four-year-old son tells me he’s scared that if he 
falls asleep, he’ll wake up to find us dead.” 

The United States, a key Zionist ally, has repeatedly 
blocked adoption of a joint UN Security Council 
statement calling for a halt to hostilities. A UN 
Security Council meeting broke up without issuing a 
statement late Tuesday, but France then said it had 
proposed a resolution calling for a ceasefire, in coor-
dination with Egypt and Jordan. Beijing’s ambassador 
to the UN, Zhang Jun, told reporters his team had 
heard the French ceasefire proposal and China was 
“supportive”. 

But the United States said yesterday it would not 

support the proposed resolution, saying it could 
undermine efforts to de-escalate the crisis. “We’ve 
been clear and consistent that we are focused on 
intensive diplomatic efforts underway to bring an end 
to the violence and that we will not support actions 
that we believe undermine efforts to de-escalate,” a 
US spokesperson at the UN told AFP. German Foreign 
Minister Heiko Maas was to meet the Zionist entity’s 
foreign and defense ministers today and travel to 
Ramallah to hold talks with the Palestinian premier, his 
office said. 

Zionist air strikes have killed at least 219 people in 
Gaza, including 63 children, and wounded 1,530, 
according to health ministry figures. In the enclave’s 
north, a journalist working for Hamas-linked Al-Aqsa 
radio was killed when a Zionist strike hit his home, 
authorities said. The Zionist entity bombing campaign 
has also left Gaza’s two million population desperate 
for relief. 

Hospitals have been overwhelmed by patients, 
there are frequent blackouts and sewage from bro-
ken pipes has flooded some areas. Some 72,000 
civilians have fled their homes, seeking refuge in UN-
run schools and other public buildings, the United 
Nations says. 

The latest escalation was sparked after clashes 
broke out at east Jerusalem’s flashpoint Al-Aqsa 
mosque compound, one of Islam’s holiest sites. This 
followed violence over the planned evictions of 
Palestinian families from homes in Jerusalem’s Sheikh 
Jarrah district. The conflict has since sparked mob vio-
lence between Jews and Arabs, and sharply height-
ened tensions in the occupied West Bank. 

Palestinians clashed with police in multiple towns 
and in annexed east Jerusalem Tuesday after 
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas’s Fatah move-
ment had called for a “day of anger”. The Palestinian 
health ministry said a Palestinian woman was shot 
dead yesterday near Hebron, as the army said she 
had tried to attack Zionist forces. The death brought 
to 25 the Palestinians killed in the West Bank since 
May 10. — AFP 

Biden expects  
‘significant...
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In Paris, demand for tickets to a Renaissance sculp-

ture show was brisk at the world’s most visited muse-
um, the Louvre. Austria also relaxed measures yester-
day, reopening restaurants and bars after six months - 
but only for those who have tested negative, have 
received at least one vaccine shot or have recovered 
from coronavirus. 

“It feels strange after so many months,” 46-year-
old Christoph Neubauer said over coffee in Vienna 
with a colleague. “But I really look forward to tonight, 
because I have a reservation for a restaurant.” And in 
New York, rules requiring masks and social distancing 
are also set to ease, although some residents remained 
cautious. “I think it is too early,” said Manhattan 
restaurant manager Juan Rosas, who plans to still 
require masks, even for vaccinated patrons. “I think 
they rushed the decision.” 

The slow rebirth of communal life in Europe and 
the US is being fueled by now quickening vaccination 
programs, after more than a year of battling a pan-
demic that is known to have claimed nearly 3.4 million 
deaths worldwide. According to an AFP tally, more 
than 1.5 billion vaccine doses have now been adminis-

tered in 210 countries and territories. 
Nearly three-fifths of the total has been given in 

three countries: China (421.9 million), the United States 
(274.4 million) and India (184.4 million). Thirty-two 
percent of Europeans have received a dose. Only 
eleven countries have yet to roll out vaccines. The 
Serum Institute of India - the world’s largest vaccine 
maker - said on Tuesday it hopes to resume exports 
by the end of the year, reopening a vital supply line to 
many poorer countries. 

In a grim reminder of the persistent devastation of 
the virus, India’s fragile healthcare system is struggling 
with a coronavirus surge that has killed 283,248 peo-
ple, including a record 4,529 in the last 24 hours. 
Experts say the true toll is likely much higher. The lat-
est wave has ravaged India for six weeks, feeding on 
shortages of hospital beds, oxygen and critical drugs. 

The country was battling dual crises yesterday, as 
at least 55 people were killed and dozens still missing 
after a monster cyclone slammed into its west coast. In 
the city of Mumbai, authorities were forced to move 
about 600 COVID-19 patients from field hospitals “to 
safer locations” and vaccinations were briefly sus-
pended. 

The pandemic has also triggered an orphan crisis in 
the country, with thousands of children having lost one 
or both parents in the pandemic. In New Delhi, six-
year-old twins Tripti and Pari, whose names have been 
changed, lost both their parents to the disease. “I keep 
telling the girls their parents will come home soon,” 
said an uncle who is now taking care of them. — AFP 

French cafes reopen  
as EU says will...
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poverty and cannot guarantee power supply past 

the month of June. 

After his altercation with a Saudi guest on Al-
Hurra TV on Monday, Wehbe stormed off the set 
saying he would not be “insulted by a Bedouin”. His 
exit will likely go down as the most remarkable 
point of a tenure during which he was Lebanon’s 
active foreign minister only for seven days. Wehbe 
served for the last 282 days as part of a caretaker 
government that resigned en masse following a dev-
astating explosion in Beirut port last August. — AFP  

Lebanon FM  
quits over...


