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LOS ANGELES: Jayson Tatum erupted for 50 points as 
the Boston Celtics booked their place in the playoffs on 
Tuesday with a 118-100 win over the Washington 
Wizards as the NBA’s play-in tournament got under way. 
Tatum produced a virtuoso performance to outshine 
Wizards triple-double king Russell Westbrook as the 
Celtics advanced to a first round playoff series against 
the second seeded Brooklyn Nets. 

The Wizards will now host the Indiana Pacers tonight, 
with the winner of that game facing a first round playoff 
series against the Philadelphia 76ers, the top seeds from 
the Eastern Conference. “This is big,” Tatum said after-
wards. “We wanted to come out and compete. 
Everybody played well and contributed. We’re feeling 
good about ourselves.” 

An even first half at Boston’s TD Garden on Tuesday 
saw Washington edge into 54-52 half-time lead before 
the Celtics and Tatum exploded in the third quarter to 
break the game open. The Celtics outscored the Wizards 
38-26 in the third period, with Tatum combining 
superbly with Kemba Walker to rapidly erase their half-
time deficit and open up a 16-point lead. 

That burst of scoring proved decisive with the Celtics 
keeping the Wizards at arm’s length thereafter as they 
closed out the win. The win marked a startling turn-
around in form for the Celtics, who lost five of their six 
final regular season games. 

Tatum finished with 50 points, eight rebounds and 
four assists — a tally that included a perfect 17 of 17 
from the free throw line — while Walker had 29 points. 
Tristan Thompson added 12 points and 12 rebounds. 
Bradley Beal led the Wizards scoring with 22 points 
while Westbrook finished with 20 points. Westbrook 
had a rare off night, making only six of 18 attempts 
from the field. 

 
Hornets stung 

The Wizards must now rally themselves for today’s 
clash with Indiana, who looked red hot in a 144-117 
blowout to eliminate the Charlotte Hornets in Tuesday’s 
early play-in game. Oshae Brissett scored 23 points and 
Doug McDermott added 21 as the Pacers got off to a 

fast start and never eased up in a comprehensive wire-
to-wire victory in Indianapolis. 

Domantas Sabonis added 14 points and hauled down 
21 rebounds with nine assists in a dominant display. “I 
feel like everybody’s confidence is the highest it’s been 
all year,” Sabonis said. “This is the perfect timing for us,” 
added Sabonis, one of eight Pacers players who finished 
with double-digit points tallies. Miles Bridges scored 23 
points to lead the scoring for the Hornets, whose season 
was brought to an emphatic end with the loss. 

Only one win had separated the ninth-placed Pacers 
from the 10th-ranked Hornets during the regular season 
which wrapped up on Sunday. However a gulf in class 
soon became apparent on Tuesday as the Pacers sprint-
ed into a 40-24 lead by the end of the first quarter. 

By halftime the Pacers had opened up a 24-point 
cushion to effectively kill the contest against a strange-
ly subdued Hornets line-up. The Pacers continued to 
keep the scoreboard ticking over and led by as much as 
32 points in the fourth quarter as Charlotte struggled 
to make any sort of impression against an iron Indiana 
defense. 

The NBA used a play-in tournament for the playoffs 
this season after deploying the format last year when the 
pandemic-disrupted campaign was completed in the 
Orlando bubble in Florida. Under the new format, teams 
in each conference ranked from 7th to 10th place play a 
mini-tournament to determine the final two playoff 
places to go alongside the top six from each conference 
who have qualified automatically. —AFP

Fifty for Tatum as Celtics stun 
Wizards, Pacers sting Hornets
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Tim Sivignon performing at the Red Bull Infinite Lines in France. —Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Suns’ Williams earns 
coaches honor after 
Phoenix revival 

 

LOS ANGELES: Phoenix Suns head coach Monty 
Williams was named coach of the year by the 
National Basketball Coaches Association on Tuesday 
after leading the team back to the playoffs after an 
11-year absence. Williams, who took over at Phoenix 
two years ago after the franchise slumped to a 19-63 
record in 2018-2019, has overseen a renaissance dur-
ing his tenure, guiding the Suns to a 51-21 record this 
year. That left the Suns in second place in the 
Western Conference regular season standings. They 
will face either the Golden State Warriors or the Los 
Angeles Lakers in the first round of the playoffs. 

Williams said in a statement he was “overjoyed” to 
have been named coach of the year by his peers. “I 
hold the utmost respect and admiration for the coach-
es in this league, so to be recognized by my peers is 
an incredible honor,” Williams said. “Every coach in 
our league sacrifices a ton to make their teams and 
organizations better, so this is unbelievably humbling. 
This award is far bigger than myself and is a result of 
the work put in everyday by our players, coaching 
staff, and the entire Suns organization.” 

The National Basketball Coaches Association 
launched its coach of the year award, named in honor 
of late former executive director Michael H 
Goldberg, in 2017. Milwaukee Bucks coach Mike 
Budenholzer and Chicago Bulls coach Billy Donovan 
were joint winners of the award in 2020. The NBA 
will announce its own Coach of the Year award — 
the Red Auerbach Trophy — during the 2021 NBA 
Playoffs. —AFP

BOSTON: Russell Westbrook #4 of the Washington Wizards plays defense on Jayson Tatum #0 of the 
Boston Celtics during the 2021 NBA Play-In Tournament on Tuesday. —AFP

Monty Williams

Most at Tokyo Olympic 
village to be vaccinated 
by Games: IOC chief 

 
TOKYO: Most athletes and team members staying 
at Tokyo’s Olympic village will be vaccinated by the 
Games, IOC chief Thomas Bach said yesterday, as 
organizers try to calm fears about staging the event 
as coronavirus cases surge in Japan. With less than 
10 weeks until the pandemic-postponed Games 
open on July 23, parts of Japan are under a virus 
state of emergency and a majority of Japanese want 
the event delayed further or cancelled. 

International Olympic Committee chief Bach was 
forced to scrap a visit to Tokyo this week given virus 
restrictions, but he sounded a confident note speak-
ing with organizers and Japanese officials. “The most 
important principle is very clear, the Olympic village 
is a safe place and the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games of Tokyo 2020 will be organized in a safe 
way,” he said, appearing by video call. 

“At this moment, already as many as 75 percent 
of the residents of the Olympic village are already 
vaccinated or have secured vaccination in time 
before the Olympic Games,” Bach added. And he 
said IOC officials “have good reasons to believe that 
this figure will be well above 80 percent” by the time 
the Games begin. 

Organizers have outlined extensive virus counter-
measures to keep the Games safe, including barring 
overseas fans for the first time ever. But with Japan 
battling a fourth wave of infections, two doctors’ 
associations have warned in recent days that the 
healthcare system is already overstretched and the 
Games would add further stress. 

In an apparent bid to address that, Bach said 
the IOC was willing to bring extra medical person-
nel. “The IOC has offered to the organizing com-
mittee to have additional medical personnel as part 
of the NOC (National Olympic Committee) dele-
gations,” Bach said, without detailing how many 
people could come. 

The additional personnel would “support the 
medical operations and the strict implementation of 
the COVID-19 countermeasures in the Olympic 
Village and the Olympic venues,” he added. Tokyo 
2020 chief Seiko Hashimoto said organizers would 
accept the offer, adding that vaccination of partici-
pants “would be a great help towards delivering a 
safe and secure Games”. 

 
‘Safety is coming first’ 

Japan’s own vaccine rollout has been criticized 
domestically for being comparatively slow, with only 
the Pfizer formula so far approved and no date set 
for jabs to expand beyond health workers and the 
elderly. 

Games organizers say strict countermeasures will 
ensure the event is safe, with Bach noting sport 
competitions have been held around the world with-
out incident. He also referenced recent test events 
held in Japan, including with international athletes, 
that did not cause any virus clusters. 

“The athletes at the test events faced many 
restrictions — quarantine, daily testing, no public 
transportation, practically no contact with the 
Japanese people — to protect the Japanese peo-
ple,” he said. “The athletes are ready to make these 
sacrifices because they understand that safety is 
coming first.” 

Bach said the agenda of the meeting, which wraps 
up on Friday, would be “very much focused on the 
delivery.” “We must concentrate on the delivery of 
this safe and secure Olympic Games, because the 
opening ceremony is only 65 days away.” —AFP

stc participates in 
crowning Al-Arabi 
as Kuwait champions  

 
KUWAIT: stc, the official sponsor of the Premier 
League, the Kuwait Crown Prince Cup, and the initia-
tives carried out by the Kuwait Football Association 
(KFA), celebrated the final match of the Kuwait Premier 
League where Al-Arabi Sporting Club took home the 
title after a draw in their final match. 

In the presence of Mr Issam Al Asousi, chief corpo-
rate affairs officer, on behalf of Mr Maziad Bin Nasser 
Alharbi, CEO of stc, and Sheikh Ahmad Al-Youssef Al-
Sabah, President of KFA, Al-Arabi team emerged as 
champions after a thrill-seeking and challenging season, 
which ended with an intense match between Al-Arabi 
and Khaitan Sporting Club. 

The unforgettable football event ended with Al-Arabi 
taking home the stc Premier League title at Sabah Al-
Salem Stadium, located in Mansouriya, after scoring the 
game-tying goal in favor of the team, ending the match 
against Khaitan SC 1-1 to clinch a historic and long-
awaited league title; its first since the 2001-2002 sea-
son, without any losses. 

Representatives from the Kuwait 
Telecommunications Company - stc, a world-class digi-
tal leader providing innovative services and platforms to 
customers, enabling the digital transformation in Kuwait, 
honored the teams participating in the final match by 
distributing medals and trophies. The initiative was car-
ried out with the support of Yousef Al-Maqroum, a 
member of stc’s public relations team. 

stc released a statement where it expressed its sense 
of joy and fulfillment in the solid partnership it has built 
over the years with the KFA. Through its role as an 
ongoing supporter, the Company stated that the 
Premier League is an event that holds a high caliber in 
the local sports scene.  

The company also took this opportunity to recog-
nize the extensive efforts made by KFA president, 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Youssef Al-Sabah, and the members 

of the association, during the season. Their hard work 
and dedication led to another successful outcome com-
memorated by the closing ceremony of the widely pop-
ular league. Commenting on its sponsorship of the 
sport, stc indicated that its drive stems from the basic 
values the Company stands by. These values include 
promoting fair competition, supporting the sports com-
munity, and encouraging good sportsmanship, values 
that apply to all aspects of life, especially when working 
in teams.  

stc is proud of the role it plays in supporting local 
football leagues, especially in a sport that is not only one 
of the most popular in Kuwait, but all over the world. 
This has in return aided stc in strengthening it social 
responsibility and community-based footprint by back-
ing the sport, as well as all the football fans and athletes 
in the country.  

In its stride to support various sporting initiatives, stc 
affirmed that it will continue to sponsor and back such 
events, including leagues and tournaments, firmly 
believing in the added value and benefits these could 
pass on to the younger generation. Promoting a healthi-
er and active lifestyle is a quality that should not only be 
adopted by the younger generation, but also work 
teams within the Company. 

stc concluded, “In line with our digital transformation 
strategy, we aim to continue developing our innovative 

solutions and provide platforms that complement the 
strength of our 5G networks, serving the entertainment 
needs of our individual and corporate customers. stc is 
proud to support and continue supporting various pio-
neering and unique initiatives across various sectors, 
and the sports industry is no exception.” 

It is worth noting that stc is one of the prominent 
players in the local sports scene, as the Company always 
seeks to participate in various sporting events that 
encourage individuals of all ages to adopt a healthier 
lifestyle. This falls in line with one of stc’s social respon-
sibility pillars, which aims to promote health awareness 


