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LONDON: Chelsea are on course to qualify for the
Champions League after a crucial 2-1 win against top-
four rivals Leicester, while Brighton staged a superb
fightback to beat champions Manchester City as fans
returned to the Premier League on Tuesday.

Supporters have been allowed back into Premier
League matches this week for the first time since
December following the UK’s easing of coronavirus
restrictions. Around 8,000 fans were at Stamford
Bridge as Chelsea moved into the third place at
Leicester’s expense, while 7,900 saw Brighton’s dra-
matic 3-2 victory against City.

There were 10,000 United fans at Old Trafford for
their 1-1 draw with relegated Fulham and 8,000 at
Southampton for their 2-0 defeat against Leeds.
Chelsea avenged Saturday’s 1-0 FA Cup final defeat
against Leicester to steal a march on the Foxes in the
race for the top four.

Thomas Tuchel’s side broke the deadlock in the 47th
minute when Antonio Rudiger bundled home after a
corner was unwittingly flicked on by Leicester’s Luke
Thomas. Jorginho doubled Chelsea’s lead with a 66th-
minute penalty after VAR ruled Wesley Fofana fouled
Timo Werner.

Kelechi Iheanacho set up a tense finale when the
Leicester striker slotted home in the 76th minute. But
Chelsea held on and emotions ran high in stoppage-
time after a brawl erupted featuring virtually every
player and members of both teams’ coaching staffs.

Chelsea will be guaranteed to finish third if they win
at Aston Villa in their last game of the season on
Sunday. “The fans made a huge difference. The speed
in our game, the hunger, the ambition. It was a very
strong performance,” Tuchel said. “The job is not done
but it’s still in our hands. We need another huge per-
formance at Aston Villa.”

Having won the FA Cup for the first time, fourth-
placed Leicester could be denied a top-four finish on
the last day for the second successive season. Brendan
Rodgers’ team are three points ahead of fifth-placed
Liverpool. Leicester’s final match is at home to
Tottenham, while Liverpool host Crystal Palace.

“We’re obviously disappointed with the goals. We

conceded a needless corner and didn’t pick up well
enough. The penalty is very harsh,” Rodgers said.
“We’re still in that top four and we’ve got one more
game to go. If we win it and it’s still not enough for us
we have to accept that. It’s still been a great season.”

With the title wrapped up, Manchester City are
fine-tuning their preparations ahead of the Champions

League final against Chelsea in Porto on May 29. But
Pep Guardiola’s side were beaten for the second time in
their last three games after a second-half collapse at
the Amex Stadium. Ilkay Gundogan headed City into
the lead from Riyad Mahrez’s second-minute cross.

City stunned
Joao Cancelo was sent off in the 10th minute after

the City defender hauled down Danny Welbeck. Phil
Foden increased City’s lead in the 48th minute with a
fine solo effort, only for Leandro Trossard to get one
back moments later.

Adam Webster equalized with a thumping header in
the 72nd minute before Dan Burn grabbed the winner
from close range four minutes later. “Congratulations to
Brighton and their fans. I didn’t see the red card. The
nicest thing is we have won the Premier League on the
pitch already,” Guardiola said.

The return of fans to Old Trafford was peaceful
despite fears of more angry protests against United’s
owners the Glazer family. Many fans wore green and
yellow scarves in the colours of United’s predecessors
Newton Heath, which became a symbol of protests
against the Glazers when they bought the club in 2005.

Some held up signs reading “Glazers Out” and
chanted against the Americans, but the discontent was
drowned out by songs of praise for Edinson Cavani in
the 15th minute. Bruno Fernandes flicked David De
Gea’s long ball into Cavani’s path and the Uruguay
striker, spotting Alphonse Areola off his line, lofted a
gorgeous 40-yard chip over the Fulham keeper. Joe
Bryan headed the equalizer from Bobby Decordova-
Reid’s cross in the 76th minute. “The buzz, the energy,
the atmosphere was magic, really. We’ve really missed
it. It was fantastic to have them back,” United manager
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer said of the fans. — AFP

Chelsea beat Leicester to boost top
four bid, Man City rocked by Brighton

LONDON: Football supporters watch the game during the English Premier League football match between Chelsea and
Leicester City at Stamford Bridge in London on Tuesday. — AFP 

SANTIAGO: Members of the Palestinian community in Chile take part in a protest against Israel’s military operations in
Gaza and in support of the Palestinian people, in Santiago on Tuesday. — AFP

Solskjaer defends
Pogba and Diallo
over displaying
Palestinian flag
LONDON: Manchester United manager Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer defended Paul Pogba and Amad Diallo for
holding up a Palestine flag after Tuesday’s match with
Fulham, saying they have a “right to have a different
view.” United midfielder Pogba appeared to be given
the flag by a fan as the players made their way around
the pitch during the traditional lap of honor after the 1-
1 draw in the club’s last home game of the Premier
League season.

French World Cup winner Pogba and Ivorian
winger Diallo, who are both Muslim, displayed the flag
in support of Palestine, with around 10,000 fans at Old
Trafford watching on after coronavirus restrictions
were lifted. “We have players from different back-
grounds, different cultures, different countries and we
need to respect their views if they differ from someone
else’s,” said Solskjaer. “If my players think about other
things than football, that’s a positive thing. We have
seen that with some of my players before, that they do
care. You see Marcus Rashford, for example, the dif-
ference he has made. So, no, we respect their right to
have a different view.”

The Zionist bombing campaign on Gaza has killed
at least 219 Palestinians, including 63 children, in over a

week of fighting against Islamist group Hamas,
according to the territory’s health ministry in Gaza.
Palestinian rocket fire has killed 12 people in the
Zionist entity, according to police there. 

Pogba and Diallo are the latest footballers to show
their support for the Palestinians. English midfielder
Hamza Choudhury and French defender Wesley Fofana
held a Palestinian flag on the pitch at Wembley after
Leicester’s 1-0 win over Chelsea in the FA Cup final at
Wembley on Saturday.—AFP

SANTIAGO: Chile’s Palestinian community — the
largest outside the Middle East with more than
300,000 people — protested Tuesday in Santiago
against the bloodshed caused by Zionist airstrikes.
More than a thousand people met at the Club Palestino
football headquarters in eastern Santiago to demon-
strate against the Zionist entity’s near-relentless
bombing campaign, with Hamas having launched near-
ly 3,500 rockets at the Zionist entity since the crisis
began on May 10.

“We are the biggest Palestinian community outside
of the Middle East and we are adding to the demon-
strations that have taken place around the world... and
also to support the hundreds of Palestinian civilian vic-
tims who have died in these Zionist attacks and bomb-
ings,” said Maurice Kahmis, president of the
Palestinian Community of Chile.

Since the latest round of violence between the
Zionist entity and Islamist militants Hamas began,
217 Palestinians — including dozens of children —
have been killed in the Gaza Strip, according to
Palestinian authorities. The Zionist entity has said
that 12 people have died in rocket fire from Gaza,
including a young boy. The protesters in Chile
began their demonstration outside Club Palestino

with dancing, waving of Palestinian flags and signs
that read “Justice does not exist with occupation”
and “No more genocide.”

They then piled into 700 cars, organizers estimat-
ed, causing a traffic jam at least three kilometers (two
miles) long. “We are sad that our families are dying, my
grandparents, my cousins, my aunts and uncles are
dying under Zionist occupation,” 18-year-old Catalina
Garib told AFP.  “I came here today to support all
Palestinians who are suffering, there are a lot of chil-
dren who are dying,” designer Pamela Jarabran said.
“We want those who are far from us to know that they
are not alone.”

Chile recognized Palestine as a state in 2011, sup-
porting its entrance to UNESCO. The country’s large
Palestinian diaspora lives alongside an also influential
Jewish community of about 30,000 members.
Palestinians began immigrating to Chile in large num-
bers during the 20th century, when the area was still
part of the Ottoman Empire. The community is espe-
cially involved in Chile’s textiles industry as well as in
the South American country’s politics. Chile’s Club
Palestino was founded by Arab immigrants in 1920. The
team’s matches are watched by thousands of fans in
the Palestinian territories. — AFP

Mueller, Hummels
recalled by Germany
for Euro 2020 finals
BERLIN: Germany head coach Joachim Loew yester-
day named Thomas Mueller and Mats Hummels in the
26-man provisional German squad for the Euro 2020
finals, ending the pair’s two-year exile. Dortmund
defender Hummels, 32, and Bayern Munich forward
Mueller, 31, were both axed by Loew in March 2019,
but the 2014 World Cup winners have been recalled on
the back of strong performances for their clubs.

“Back again,” Mueller posted on Twitter under-
neath a picture giving the thumbs up. Hummels also
reacted on Instagram “I am glad to be back - I’m really

up for the new chapter”. Loew said he did not regret
axing Mueller and Hummels two years ago to give
younger players a chance in the wake of the disastrous
2018 World Cup campaign when Germany crashed out
in the group stages. However, Loew admitted recent
poor results - including a thrashing by Spain and
shock home loss to North Macedonia, meant “we had
to rethink everything”. Mueller and Hummels have
been recalled because “in terms of leadership, they can
also give the team a lot,” Loew added.

Three names will be trimmed before the final 23-
man squad for the European Championship from June
11 until July 11. Eight Bayern Munich players have been
named, including captain Manuel Neuer as well as 18-
year-old Jamal Musiala, who opted for Germany over
England this year.  Two high-profile names missing are
injured Barcelona goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter Stegen
and Borussia Dortmund midfielder Marco Reus, who
made himself unavailable on Tuesday after an injury-
hit season. — AFP

Chile’s Palestinian community, largest 
outside Mideast, protests airstrikes

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s French midfielder Paul
Pogba (right) and Manchester United’s Ivorian midfielder Amad
Diallo walk around the pitch while carrying a Palestinian flag at
the end of the game during the English Premier League football
match between Manchester United and Fulham at Old Trafford
in Manchester, north west England, on Tuesday. — AFP


