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KUWAIT/NEW YORK: Kuwait welcomes the cease-
fire agreement reached in Gaza, the Kuwaiti Foreign 
Ministry said on Friday. In a statement, the foreign 
ministry applauded the international and Arab’s con-
tinued efforts that helped to reach a ceasefire agree-
ment, hailing Egypt’s efforts in this regard. The min-
istry affirmed that the agreement is a step to help 
save lives and end the violence for which the Zionist 
occupation authorities bear responsibility. However, 
achieving stability in the region requires concerted 
international efforts to resume the peace process in 
the Middle East and to establish an independent 
Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital, in 
accordance with the resolutions of international legit-
imacy and the Arab Peace Initiative, it added. 

 
Zionists’ crimes  

Kuwait had condemned “with the strongest of 
terms” crimes and policies carried out by the Zionist 
occupation forces in the occupied Palestinian terri-
tories, including the city of Jerusalem. This came in a 
speech by Kuwait’s Foreign Minister and Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah in the special session of 
the 75th UN General Assembly, held in New York 
City on Thursday to discuss current events in the 
occupied Palestinian territories, and the situation in 
the Middle East. 

Moreover, Kuwait denounces all of the Zionist 
entity’s illegal settlement schemes, its bids to seize 
Palestinians’ houses and properties, particularly citi-
zens’ assets in Jerusalem, namely in Sheikh Jarrah 
neighborhood, seeking to evacuate the holy city of 
its population for sake of Judaizing it, the Kuwaiti 
top diplomat stressed. Such practices are illegal and 
illegitimate breaches and constitute flagrant viola-
tion of the relevant international resolutions and ref-

erences that affirm that unilateral measures and 
decisions aimed at altering the legal and historic sta-
tus in the occupied territories are invalid and false; 
they create neither a right nor a commitment, Sheikh 
Dr Ahmad said. 

The attacks and crimes perpetrated by the Zionist 
occupation forces are part of a chain of violations of 
Security Council resolutions 242, 478 and 2334; 
among others, stipulating that sanctity of Jerusalem 
cannot be desecrated, he indicated. He further 
renewed Kuwait’s adherence to Arab, Islamic and 
international efforts to stop the ongoing onslaught, as 
the aspired settlement is based on the two-state solu-
tion, Security Council resolutions, the land for peace 
principle, the road map and the Arab peace initiative-
all designed to enable the Palestinians establish their 
state and garner their independence.  

 
FM meets UN Chief 

As part of his official visit, Sheikh Dr Ahmad met 
on Friday with UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres in New York. During the meeting the two 
discussed cooperation and ways to bolster coordina-
tion in the future. The two sides also tackled develop-
ments in the region and international arena. The UN 
chief praised Kuwait’s role and exerted efforts to 
strengthen peace and stability around the world. 
Earlier, the Kuwaiti Foreign Minister participated in a 
joint session held between Guterres and the ministers 
of foreign affairs of Arab countries participating in 
the special session of the 75th General Assembly of 
the Nations.  

Sheikh Dr Ahmad had discussed with his 
Palestinian and Indonesian counterparts the current 
situation in the occupied Palestinian lands. The 
meetings with Palestine’s Riad Al-Malki and 
Indonesia’s Retno Marsudi came on the sideline of 

the 75th UN General Assembly, and in line with the 
State of Kuwait’s support of international efforts for 
a ceasefire in occupied Palestine. Minister Malki; 
most notably, valued the State of Kuwait’s “honor-
able” stance, as well as its leadership and people’s 
“historic and pivotal” role in championing the 
Palestinian cause.  

Furthermore, Sheikh Dr Ahmad held similar talks 
with his Jordanian counterpart Ayman Al-Safadi and 
UNGA President Volkan Bozkir, and later discussed 
the latest developments with his Turkish, Pakistani 
and Maldivian counterparts; Mevlut Cavusoglu, 
Makhdoom Shah Mehmood Qureshi and Abdulla 
Shahid respectively. —KUNA
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GAZA CITY: Palestinian children who have returned to their neighborhood, stare at the damaged from their 
home, hit by Zionist entity’s bombardment in Gaza City, after a ceasefire brokered by Egypt between 
Zionist and Hamas, on Friday. —AFP

Kuwait raises $6.5m for Palestine so far Foreign Minister 
meets US Special 
Envoy for Yemen 

 
NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah met Friday 
in New York City with US Special Envoy for Yemen 
Tim Lenderking. During the meeting, Lenderking 
briefed on latest developments in the Yemeni file, 
praising the State of Kuwait’s contributions; both on 
political and humanitarian levels, to restore safety 
and stability to Yemen. Meanwhile, the country’s top 
diplomat reaffirmed the State of Kuwait’s firm and 
principled stance regarding Yemen’s safety and sta-
bility according to the Saudi peace initiative, the 
Gulf peace initiative, outcomes of the Yemeni inclu-
sive national dialogue and the UN Security Council 
resolution 2216. Sheikh Dr Ahmad also stressed sig-
nificance of the United States’ role in the Yemeni 
file, as well as Kuwait’s support of the Special Envoy 
efforts in this regard. —KUNA

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets US 
Special Envoy for Yemen Tim Lenderking. —KUNA

KUWAIT: A state-supervised fundraiser for 
Palestine in Kuwait has already collected around 
$6.5 million as of yesterday. The campaign, which 
is supervised by Kuwait’s Ministry of Social 
Affairs and Foreign Ministry, ends on June 18. 

Kuwait continues to provide all needs for peo-
ple in the Gaza Strip through the Kuwaiti Red 
Crescent, said KRCS Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer 
Friday. In a statement to the press, Dr Sayer 
affirmed that the KRCS is keen to provide the 
Gaza Strip with all urgent relief requirements. 
Since the brutal Zionist aggression on the Gaza 
Strip, the association has taken upon itself to sup-
port and alleviate the suffering of the afflicted in 
the Strip by handing out food baskets and donat-
ing two ambulances to the Palestinian Red 
Crescent. 

He also noted that the association will send a 
team next Sunday on a relief plane loaded with 
medicines and medical supplies to Gaza, adding 
that the delegation will head to the Strip in coor-
dination and cooperation with the Egyptian Red 
Crescent. Dr Sayer said that the citizens and resi-

dents can donate to help the people in Gaza 
through the association’s website or by visiting 
their headquarters. —KUNA

GAZA CITY: A Palestinian woman who has returned to 
her neighborhood, cooks a meal in what remains of 
her home, hit by Zionist entity’s bombardment in Gaza 
City on Friday. —AFP
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The latest round of bombardment killed 248 

people in Gaza, including 66 children, and wounded 
more than 1,900 since May 10, the Hamas-run 
health ministry says. The United Nations says more 
than half of those killed, the overwhelming majority 
in Zionist air strikes, were civilians. The Zionist enti-
ty claims it has killed “more than 200 terrorists”, 
including 25 commanders. 

In front of a flattened tower block where she 
used to rent out apartments, Aisha Mousallem was 
wearing black. “Even if I lost no one in my family, 
I’m in mourning,” she said. Sarah Muscroft, the 
head of the UN humanitarian agency (OCHA) in 
the occupied Palestinian territories, said the inten-
sity of the bombardment had led to “extensive 
damage in across Gaza”. “Over 6,000 people have 
been rendered homeless as a result of the hostili-
ties,” she said. 

More than 1,042 housing or commercial units 
were estimated to have been completely destroyed, 
and 800,000 people have no regular access to 
water. “The building effort is going to be really 
quite profound,” she told AFP. Earlier yesterday, 
shopkeepers assessed the damage, finding many 
supplies coated in thick layers of dust. 

Shopkeeper Wael Amin Al-Sharafa said he had 
stocked up his shop with new clothes to sell during 
the usually busy season of Eid Al-Fitr at the end of 
the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan. “But now it’s 
all lost,” he said. “Who will pay for all this? I have 
no idea.”  

Rami Abu Amira and a dozen other fishermen 
prepared their nets before heading out to sea for 
the first time in two weeks. “We need to eat,” he 
said after the Gaza coastguard allowed fishing 
again. Abu Amira said, however, he would stick 
close to the coastline, adding: “We, fishermen are 
scared the (Zionist) navy will shoot at us. It’s up to 
everyone to decide whether to go or not.” 

Convoys of lorries carrying aid began passing 
into Gaza Friday through the Kerem Shalom cross-
ing after it was reopened by the Zionist entity, 
bringing much-needed medicine, food and fuel. The 
UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund said it had 
released $18.5 million for humanitarian efforts. The 
latest round of Zionist bombardment forced 91,000 
people to flee their homes in Gaza, according to 
OCHA. Thousands returned to their homes on 
Friday to examine the damage. 

Both the Zionist entity and Hamas were fast to 
claim victory, as two Egyptian security delegations 
arrived to monitor the deal. Zionist Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said the Zionist entity’s bomb-
ing campaign had been an “exceptional success”. 
Hamas’ Haniya said they had “dealt a painful and 
severe blow that will leave its deep marks” on the 
Zionist entity, and thanked Iran for “providing funds 
and weapons”. — Agencies                 

Amir reaffirms 
Kuwait’s firm...

Continued from Page 1 
 
HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 

 commended cooperation and coordination under-
taken by numerous public bodies, which helped facili-
tate the voting process in the fifth constituency. The 
supreme judicial committee tasked with overseeing 
the matter, ministry of interior, ministry of information, 
ministry of health, ministry of education and Kuwait 
Fire Force were singled out for praise.  

Wasmi, a professor of law at Kuwait University, 
decided to contest the seat after a group of veteran 
opposition politicians pressed him in a bid to compen-

sate for the loss of Dahoum’s seat and maintain the 
opposition’s strength in the National Assembly. Wasmi 
contested the seat in the fifth constituency, the largest 
in the country with 166,000 voters. According to 
unofficial figures, fewer than 50,000 voters cast their 
ballots. 

With Wasmi leading from the very beginning with a 
huge margin, his supporters staged noisy celebrations. 
Wasmi was elected to the Assembly for the first time 
in the Feb 2012 Assembly elections, which were 
declared null and void four months later by the consti-
tutional court over a procedural flaw. 

An outspoken politician, Wasmi is expected to 
embolden the opposition, which has around 31 MPs in 
the 50-member house. The country has seen ongoing 
political disputes between the opposition and the 
government, in addition to government-backed 
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, since the Dec 5 elec-
tion. Since then, the Assembly has held only a few ses-
sions, which were dominated by heated exchanges 
and boycotts. 

Wasmi romps  
to victory in...
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“We lost him in a week. We did whatever was possi-

ble with available resources,” the relative said. 
India normally deals with fewer than 20 black fungus 

cases a year but now there are several thousand across the 
country including more than 2,000 in Maharashtra state, 
home to India’s financial capital Mumbai. At least nine Indian 
states have declared the problem an epidemic. The cities of 
New Delhi, Mumbai, Ahmedabad and Bangalore have 
opened special wards. 

Indian media reports suggest hundreds have died in 
the past few days. Authorities have not said how many 
have perished nationally but a government alert to state 
authorities has called for teams of surgeons and specialists 
to be ready for a rise in cases. Before the coronavirus pan-
demic, only those with severely compromised immunity, 
such as HIV or organ transplant patients, were at risk. 

The current rapid rise in fungus cases is largely being 
attributed to the uncontrolled use of steroids to treat 
patients for coronavirus. “People have started using 
(steroids) liberally, excessively and inappropriately,” 
Professor K Srinath Reddy, from the Public Health 
Foundation of India, told AFP. He said contaminated 
water in oxygen cylinders or air humidifiers also provid-

ed an opportunity for the fungus to spread rapidly. 
Bhartiben Shah complained of severe headaches after 

receiving steroids for 12 days and then she developed a 
swollen eye, her son said. “An MRI scan showed a spot, 
but it was not clear whether it was black fungus. But we 
admitted her to the hospital soon after,” Smit Shah, 25, 
told AFP. A biopsy confirmed the infection and it has 
now been 10 days since Bhartiben was admitted. “I’m 
helpless but just hoping that she gets better,” he said. 

When coronavirus case numbers started exploding 
across India in March and April, social media was awash 
with desperate pleas for medical oxygen, hospital beds 
and drugs from families with sick relatives. Now Indians 
including Shah are turning to social media again in the 
hunt for drugs to treat black fungus. Most of the 
requests are for amphotericin B liposomal injections. 
India’s health minister on Thursday said production of 
the shots was being increased. 

“There should have been a more prompt response - 
both at the state and central level - in terms of recogni-
tion of the problem, the potential for it to grow into a 
serious problem and for giving proper advice not only on 
prevention but also treatment,” Professor Reddy said.  

Amulya Nidhi, a health activist in Madhya Pradesh, 
said the government had earlier failed to prepare an ade-
quate supply of coronavirus medicines such as remde-
sivir and plasma, and then failed to learn its lesson by 
doing the same with fungus medications. “The govern-
ment should have acted when it found out about the very 
first (fungus) case... People are not supposed to be beg-
ging for life-saving medicines.” — AFP  
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stalks India’s...

Continued from 1 
 
Gaunt, an assistant professor in the Department of 

Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at the University 
of Pittsburgh, told AFP. What’s unique about Copeland 
is an additional set of electrodes that are connected to 
his somatosensory cortex, which receives and 
processes sensations. “When we’re grabbing objects, 
we use this sense of touch very naturally to improve 
our ability to control,” explained Gaunt.  

The team developed an interface that is “bi-direc-
tional” - meaning not only can it “read” instructions 
from the brain and send them to the artificial limb, it 
can also “write” sensations from the device and trans-
mit them back. The idea of sending tactile feedback to 
the somatosensory cortex goes back decades, but 
doing so in a way that is controlled and is understand-
able by the circuitry of the brain was a challenge. 

After operating on Copeland to install the elec-
trodes, the team held their breath. “No one knew what 
to expect because this had only been done in monkeys 
and you can’t ask a monkey what something feels like,” 
said Copeland. Then came the moment of truth, when 
they tried sending their first touch signal. “It was really 
faint,” he recalled. He asked them to try again, to be 
sure it was real. “Oh yeah, that’s what that feels like, 
and it was just super cool,” he said. 

Before the interface could be put to work with the 
robotic arm, the scientists had to perform a series of 
tests with Copeland. First, they needed to learn which 
electrodes caused what sensation when activated, and 
which fingers they were associated with, to set up the 
robotic hand correctly. They also made him watch 
videos of the robotic arm moving left or right and 
recorded the electrodes that lit up when he was asked 
to “think” it was him controlling it. 

Finally it was time to try it out. Copeland sat next to 
the metallic black robotic arm and was asked to pick 
up a series of small objects like rocks, spheres, and 
place them on a box - with either the tactile sensors 
switched on, or off. — AFP 

Mind-controlled  
arm restores...


