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KUWAIT: Ambassador of India to Kuwait Sibi George met recently with Nasser Sabeeh Al-Sabeeh,
Assistant Foreign Minister, Development and International Cooperation Affairs at Kuwait’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. They discussed bilateral ties and ways of further strengthening them, the 60th anniver-
sary of the Kuwait-India diplomatic relations, coordination on emergency medical supplies to India, and
matters of mutual interest.

DHAMAN celebrates
healthcare technology
management week
KUWAIT: Health Assurance
Hospitals Company
(DHAMAN) recently
organized a series of bio-
medical engineering events
to celebrate international
Healthcare Technology
Management Week (HTM).
DHAMAN Biomedical
Engineering Manager
Hussain Al-Sayegh said:
“Our activities during HTM
Week aim to raise aware-
ness about healthcare tech-
nology as a growing field of
interest for many engineers and technicians.”
DHAMAN’s webinars addressed major topics, such
as health technology top 10 innovations, the need
for health technology assessment organizations, as
well as HTM challenges and prospects, he noted. 

Sayegh added: “We hosted both public and
internal activities during HTM Week with the
participation of experts from Kuwait , Saudi
Arabia and Lebanon to discuss various aspects
of healthcare technology management for the
benefit of biomedical engineers at DHAMAN
and other organizations in terms of education,
careers  and  deve lopment . In  add i t ion , the
speakers shared their experience and outlook
with other biomedical engineering professionals
to establish common practices and build a net-
work to advance this vital part of the healthcare
sector.”

KUWAIT: Health workers have administered
more than two million COVID-19 vaccine doses
to people in Kuwait, according to covidvax.live.
This comes as Kuwait has lodged 16 deaths and
more than 2,500 new cases in two days while
the country has moved into easing COVID-19
restrictions.

Kuwait’s Ministry of Health on Friday reported
eight COVID-19 deaths and 1,345 infections in
the previous 24 hours, one day after it reported
eight deaths and 1,168 cases. The figures took the
country’s death toll to 1,719 and the caseload to
297,206 as of Friday. Meanwhile, the number of
COVID-19 patients receiving medical  care
reached 12,574, including 171 in ICUs as of Friday.
Total recoveries reached 282,913 after the min-
istry reported 993 and 980 recoveries on Friday
and Thursday respectively.

The Cabinet had ended the partial curfew,
imposed a few months ago to combat the spread
of the coronavirus pandemic, from the first day of
Eid Al-Fitr  on March 13, as government
spokesman Tareq Al-Mazrem said the country
was heading for reopening various sectors on
gradual basis. The government also allowed din-
ing inside restaurants and cafes from 5:00 am to

8:00 pm starting today. Cinemas and theatres
were reopened only for people who have been
vaccinated provided customers strictly observe
all health conditions like wearing face masks and
observing social distancing.

Mazrem also said that the ban on the entry of
all expatriates into Kuwait will continue indefi-
nitely, and any exemptions must be made by the
coronavirus high committee. The Cabinet also
decided to halt all commercial flights, except car-
go service, with Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka due to the widespread of the coron-
avirus pandemic in those countries. Travelers
from the four countries are banned from arriving
into Kuwait directly and must spend at least 14
days in a third country, he said. 

The Cabinet also decided to increase the per-
centage of employees in public and private
offices to a maximum of 60 percent starting
from May 17. Mazrem said authorities hope to
move gradually into further easing steps as the
health conditions in the country stabilize and
more people are vaccinated. All public and pri-
vate celebrations including weddings and gath-
erings at Diwaniyas will continue to be banned,
Mazrem said.

COVID-19 quarantine
eased for vaccinated
Kuwaitis as of yesterday
KUWAIT: People who received COVID-19 vaccine
or those who recovered from the virus will not have
to be placed in quarantine in Kuwait as of yester-
day, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation said.
DGCA said travelers exempted from quarantine
were those who took their first dose two weeks
before coming to the country, or people whose
recovery from the virus did not exceed 90 days,
DGCA Deputy Director General for Planning and
Projects Saad Al-Otaibi said. Entry of arrivals to
Kuwait is currently exclusive to Kuwaitis and their
companions who are first degree relatives (father,
mother, wife, husband and children) as well as
domestic helpers.

All travelers should provide a PCR test certificate

with a negative result, and this certificate should be
produced at least 72 hours before the flight time,
said Otaibi, also DGCA spokesman. He said travel-
ers should also pay for one PCR test through
“Kuwaitmosafer” platform before boarding the
plane. The passenger will be in quarantine but they
must carry out a PCR test within three days from
arrival date, and if proven negative, they can leave
quarantine.

Otaibi said citizens and their companions who
are first degree relatives as well as domestic helpers
were banned from traveling unless they were inocu-
lated by approved vaccines: Pfizer-BioNTech,
Oxford-AstraZeneca, Moderna and Johnson &
Johnson. He said there were exemptions of citizens
holding certificates from Ministry of Health of their
inability to be vaccinated due to health conditions,
women with an MoH pregnancy certificate, all age
categories not subjected to vaccines, students
abroad and diplomats in Kuwait. Otaibi said non-
Kuwaitis were still banned from entering the coun-
try until further notice.

IATA Travel Pass
Separately, Kuwaiti privately-owned carrier

Jazeera Airways said yesterday it will carry out a
trial of the IATA Travel Pass, a mobile app that pro-
vides verified documentation on traveller COVID-
19 tests and vaccination results. The digital pass
also informs “passengers on what tests, vaccines
and other measures they require prior to travel,
details on where they can get tested,” according to
the global airline cartel, IATA.

Passengers will be able to upload a copy of
their passport, vaccination certificate and nega-
tive PCR examination results in a safe and private
manner to prove that they meet travel require-
ments, the airline said. Several carriers around the
world have begun their own trials of the digital
pass, it added. The statement also quoted IATA
Regional VP Kamel Al-Awadhi as having con-
firmed that several airlines have found the app to
be successful, adding that Jazeera Airways will be
the first budget carrier in the region to carry out
its own test. —KUNA

Diplomatic Women’s
Committee mark
Kuwaiti Women’s Day
KUWAIT: The
Diplomatic Women’s
Committee - Kuwait pre-
pared an online program
to celebrate Kuwaiti
Women’s Day, which was
announced by the late His
Highness the Amir Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah. The event is
celebrated on May 16 to
mark the day Kuwaiti
women won their political
rights, especially rights to
elect and vote.

The honorary chair-
person of the Diplomatic
Women’s Committee, Sheikha Halah Bader
Muhammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, offered her grati-
tude and congratulations to Kuwaiti women for
their true courage, spirit, and determination in
fighting for their rights, and for their contribution
as front-liners in the war to combat COVID-19.
Sheikha Halah said, “Our program today is to hon-
or Kuwaiti women for the great efforts they have
made standing side by side with their male coun-
terparts.”

Also participating in the online program was
Secretary-General of the National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters Kamel Abdul Jalil, who
congratulated Kuwaiti women and narrated parts of
their strong role in society. Dr Ahmed Al-Shatti,
Director of the Capital Health District, reviewed the
strong role of Kuwaiti women to fight against the
COVID-19 pandemic, especially the role of doctors,

who have been working 24 hours with critical cases.
He praised the women front-liners for sacrificing
their time, health and families in order to protect
others. “Indeed, Kuwaiti women deserve to be hon-
ored,” he stated.

The Ambassador of the French Republic to
Kuwait Anne-Claire Legendre participated by in a
video message speaking about the role of Kuwaiti
women and their efforts working for the sustainable
development programs, serving their nation and
contributing to its prosperity and development.

In a video message by the Vice President of the
United Nations Office (UNDP), Hideko Hadzialic
mentioned that Kuwaiti women were distinguished
in all their social, cultural and political activities to
serve the Kuwaiti society. Members of DWC, the
lady diplomats accredited to the state of Kuwait
shared their gratitude and congratulation messages
for the remarkable achievements of Kuwaiti Women
in all aspects of life with pride.

At the end of the program, Diplomatic Women’s
Committee’s Advisor Nargis Al-Shatti spoke about
the historical role of the Kuwaiti woman for the
struggle of their rights and their sacrifices during
the brutal Iraqi invasion in 1990, when they bravely
defended their country. She said women were able
to write an illustrious chapter in the history of
Kuwait filled with many honorable stories.

Hussain Al-Sayegh

Over 2m COVID-19 vaccine
doses administered in Kuwait

Ministry reports 16 deaths, 2,500 new cases in two days

KUWAIT: People wait in line to be vaccinated at
Kuwait Vaccination Center in this file photo. 
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