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LONDON: Tottenham forward Harry Kane has hinted
at a move to Manchester City as speculation mounts
over his future, calling the champions’ star midfielder
Kevin De Bruyne a “striker’s dream”. Kane has reported-
ly told Spurs he wants to leave at the end of the season
and the England captain has been linked with City,
Manchester United and Chelsea.

Kane has now raised the prospect of a move to Pep
Guardiola’s title winners, naming City’s De Bruyne as a
perfect team-mate. City are reported to be interested in
signing the 27-year-old, but Spurs will not let their talis-
man go without a fight, especially as he is under contract
for the next three years.

Kane is determined to stay in the Premier League
and when asked by former Manchester United defender
Gary Neville which player would help him score more
goals he said: “De Bruyne for sure. When I watch De
Bruyne play he’s a special, special player and some of
the balls I see him put in for City are just a striker’s
dream if I’m honest.” Kane this week told Neville that he
doesn’t “want to come to the end of my career and have
any regrets”.

Tottenham caretaker boss Ryan Mason, who
replaced the sacked Jose Mourinho in April, is a close
friend of Kane after playing with him in the club’s
youth academy. Asked if he could understand Kane’s
desire to win silverware while in the prime of his
career, Mason said: “Of course no player wants to end
their career with regrets. It’s normal. If you speak to
any player in the world we say the same. I can’t speak
on transfer value and people’s stock and all that. In
football things change so quickly. At the moment
Harry is a Tottenham player and he’s going to be

involved at the weekend and hopefully he can win the
Golden Boot.”

‘Missed opportunity’
Kane has scored 165 Premier League goals, 95

behind all-time top scorer Alan Shearer, and he wants to
topple the former Blackburn and Newcastle striker. The
forward, who has 22 top-flight goals this season, told
Neville’s YouTube channel The Overlap that injuries
were the main threat to his ambition to break the record.

“Of course there’s always the option of maybe mov-
ing abroad one day but I don’t think that really interests
me in the near future,” he added. Kane has been involved
in two Premier League title races with Spurs, has lost
two League Cup finals, and was on the defeated side in
the 2019 Champions League final.

The forward admits the club missed opportunities to
win silverware under former boss Mauricio Pochettino,
who is now in charge at Paris Saint-Germain, and chal-
lenged Spurs chairman Daniel Levy to deliver quality
additions to help rebuild.

Tottenham, who have missed out on the Premier
League’s top four for a second successive season, look
unlikely even to qualify for the Europa League ahead of
their final league match against Leicester today.

“For one reason or another we didn’t quite do what
we needed to do and kind of where we’re at now I feel
like we’re kind of at a rebuild stage again if I’m honest,”
Kane said. “I’m not going to say it’s not there anymore of
course — one or two good players can take the team
over the line with Liverpool and City and teams like that.
But for sure I feel like it was an opportunity missed for
the club to do something special.” — AFP

Kane hints at Man City move,
praising ‘striker’s dream’ De Bruyne

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane controls the ball during the English Premier League football
match between Tottenham Hotspur and Aston Villa at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London, on May 19, 2021. — AFP

DECINES-CHARPIEU: In this file photo taken on April 25,
2021 Lille’s Turkish forward Burak Yilmaz reacts after
scoring during the French Ligue 1 football match between
Olympique Lyonnais and LOSC Lille at the Groupama
Stadium in Decines-Charpieu near Lyon, south-central
France.— AFP

LAUSANNE: FIFA on Friday launched an overhaul of
the international football calendar beyond 2024, saying
it is open to “everything” including the organization of
a World Cup every two years, despite opposition from
wilting players and fears over a devalued product. The
71st FIFA Congress voted by a large majority to carry
out “a feasibility study on the consequences of the
organization” of World Cups for men and women
“every two years”. 

No deadline has been set for such a controversial
reform to the sport’s crown jewel, the main income
generator for FIFA since its creation in 1928, and
which has been contested every four years since 1930
for men and 1991 for women. 

FIFA’s football development chief Arsene Wenger
suggested in March that the World Cup, the European
Championship and other international tournaments be
held every two years. It was an idea dubbed “unrealis-
tic” by European Leagues, a body which groups 37
leagues and club associations in Europe, but still fea-
tured in a report carried out by Wenger and released
last week.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino said at the end of
March that he was open to any ideas for the post-
2024 football calendar and earlier this month promis-
ing “interesting discussions” on Wenger’s proposals. A
biennial World Cup is tempting for broadcasters but
would be fiercely opposed be federations, leagues and
clubs who fear player burnout. 

“Maybe we should ask UEFA and FIFA to extend
the year. Maybe we could have 400 days a year,” said
Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola last month. A
World Cup every two years would also spell the end of
friendly matches, lead to a reorganization of qualifying
structures and require clubs to release their interna-
tionals every summer.

‘Blank sheet of paper’
The year of 2024 also coincides with the introduc-

tion of a new format for the UEFA Champions League,
providing for 100 additional matches. Clubs risk their
players picking up more injuries with such a dense cal-
endar, while the economic benefits are also uncertain,
according to Raffaele Poli, head of the CIES Football
Observatory. “One should be aware of the risk of mak-
ing a product less prestigious by making it less rare,”
Poli told AFP.

Poli also warned that a proliferation of international
tournaments would eat away at the value of broadcast
rights for both domestic championships and continen-
tal club competitions. “Let me be very clear: the start-
ing point is not ‘the calendar is full and so nothing
changes’,” Infantino told the Congress. “The starting
point is the exact opposite of that. We have a blank
sheet, we are open to take on board all views and
opinions about how we can make the international cal-
endar better.” 

Infantino reiterated his intention to “find a date” for
a Club World Cup which he wants to see extended to
24 teams, despite widespread opposition to the plan.
However, he argued at length Friday for FIFA to play a
key role in rewriting the calendar.

He said the organization is the “only body” that
“generates” and “redistributes” its revenues “around
the world” unlike continental confederations and
leagues. “Let me explain,” he added Friday. “Today, big
leagues generate billions in revenues from all over the
world - and these revenues are distributed where? To
the 18-20 clubs in their leagues, with a small percent-
age going in solidarity.”  He added: “The only body
which is generating revenues from all over the world
and redistributing and investing all over the world in
solidarity is FIFA.” — AFP

Lille ready to knock
PSG off perch in
tense French finale
PARIS: A tight French title race culminates tonight
with table toppers Lille a win away from dethroning
Neymar and Kylian Mbappe’s Paris Saint-Germain as
champions. Christophe Galtier’s outfit have no major
stars but are unbeaten away since November and
travel to mid-table Angers, a team who have lost five
of their last six league games.

On 80 points, Lille hold a slender one-point lead
over PSG who won the French Cup in midweek.
Galtier has been a tower of strength at the head of
three-time former champions Lille, and is confident
his charges will complete the job. “Our campaign has
been built on away performances, we just have to
stick to our guns,” he said.

Turkish veteran striker Burak Yilmaz, 35, is Lille’s
top scorer with 15 goals, compared to the league-
leading 26 of Mbappe, but there is a palpable sense
of unity at the club. Lille, bidding to win the title for
the first time in a decade, have a budget which is
smaller than that of Lyon, Marseille and Monaco as
well as PSG.

PSG coach Mauricio Pochettino insisted his side
will hold their nerve at Brest who are desperate to
avoid being dragged into the relegation play-off spot.
“We have to believe it’s possible, do our job by win-
ning our match at Brest and see if Lille run into trou-
ble,” said Pochettino, whose charges will take the title
with a win if Lille draw or lose. If they are successful,
PSG will be crowned French champions for a record-
equaling 10th time.

‘Something wonderful’
On what could be an enthralling last day, Niko

Kovac’s Monaco, on 77 points, will hope to qualify
for the Champions League for the first time since
2018. Monaco were beaten 2-0 midweek by PSG in
the French Cup final but former Bayern coach Kovac
said his side had already moved on. “If we win at
Lens on Sunday we will have transformed our season
into something wonderful,” said Kovac.

The south coast side will however be looking anx-
iously over their shoulders at Lyon who can still
snatch third place. Dutch striker Memphis Depay, in
his last game before he becomes a free agent, vowed
he’d help Lyon get three points at home to Nice.

“The only thing that counts right now is qualifying
Lyon for the Champions League,” said Depay, who
arrived from Manchester United and is tipped to join
Barcelona. “I want to leave here a mature player who
assumed his responsibilities.” At the bottom, Nimes
and Dijon are already relegated, but there are six
sides fighting to avoid a relegation play-off. — AFP

Enyimba believe
they can wipe out
Pyramids’ three
goal advantage
JOHANNESBURG: Enyimba coach Fatai
Osho insists the Nigerian club can reach the
CAF Confederation Cup semi-finals despite
needing to overcome a three-goal deficit
when they host Egyptian outfit Pyramids
today. “This tie is not over,” he told reporters.
“Some shocking defending, tiredness and a
lack of concentration cost us dearly in Cairo.
We were not three goals worse than our
opponents.”

Goals by Ramadan Sobhy and Ibrahim Adel
came gift-wrapped from hesitant and careless
defenders as 2020 runners-up Pyramids
established a 4-1 quarter-final first-leg advan-
tage. Here is a look ahead to the return match-
es with Pyramids, Raja Casablanca of
Morocco and JS Kabylie of Algeria expected
to secure last-four places with Jaraaf of
Senegal or Coton Sport of Cameroon.

Enyimba v Pyramids
Enyimba have won all four home matches in

the Confederation Cup, but each victory has
been by a one-goal margin with the team from
southeastern city Aba averaging only 1.5 goals
per match. Captain Augustine Oladapo, Victor
Mbaoma and Cyril Olisema have claimed sev-
en of the eight goals Enyimba notched in the
African equivalent of the UEFA Europa
League, so much will hinge on their perform-
ances. Pyramids have their sights on the semi-
finals and a probable meeting with Raja, who
beat the expensively assembled Cairo club
twice in the group stage. 

Raja v Pirates
Raja take a perfect four-victory home

record this season into a clash of former CAF
Champions League winners against famed
Soweto club Orlando Pirates. Although the
odds have tilted toward a Moroccan victory
after they forced a 1-1 draw in South Africa,
Pirates’ coach Josef Zinnbauer is upbeat
despite his side failing to score in their last
three away games. “We respect Raja because
they are one of the most successful clubs in
Africa, but we travelled to Casablanca without
fear. Ben Malango is a dangerous forward and
needs to be constantly policed.” 

Jaraaf v Coton
Jaraaf and Coton, who take a 1-0 lead to

Thies near Dakar, represent countries desper-
ate for African club glory. No Senegalese club
has lifted a African trophy with Jeanne d’Arc
coming closest by reaching the 1998 final of
the now-defunct CAF Cup. Cameroon last cel-
ebrated success 40 years ago when Union
Douala lifted the African Cup Winners Cup,
another competition that was discontinued
after the 2003 final. 

Kabylie v Sfaxien
This north African showdown has taken a

surprise turn with Kabylie building a 1-0
advantage in Tunisia over record three-time
Confederation Cup title-holders Sfaxien. The
first meeting was a tale of two penalties with
leading Sfaxien scorer Firas Chaouat missing
and Kabylie captain Redha Bensayah convert-
ing. Kabylie boast an unbeaten home record in
Africa this season, winning four matches and
drawing one, and are expected to progress
given they need only draw to do so. — AFP 

Mickelson, Oosthuizen
share PGA lead at
windy Kiawah
KIAWAH ISLAND: Phil Mickelson, chasing a historic
sixth major title at age 50, shared the lead with South
Africa’s Louis Oosthuizen after Friday’s second round of
the PGA Championship at windy Kiawah Island.
American left-hander Mickelson, who could become
golf’s oldest major champion, and Oosthuizen, the 2010
British Open winner, were deadlocked atop the leader-
board on five-under 139 after 36 holes on the formidable
Ocean Course. “I’m heading into the weekend with an
opportunity and I’m really excited about it,” Mickelson
said. “If you told me (I was leading) Sunday night, I’d
really enjoy it. Right now, there’s a lot to do.”

Oosthuizen, who birdied five of the first 12 holes,
nearly fired the first bogey-free round of the week but
missed a nine-foot par putt at the 18th to shoot a four-
under 68. “It has got to be up there as one of my best,”
Oosthuizen said of his round. “It was tough. I’m just glad
I was striking it really good.”

With a victory, Mickelson would erase the age mark
set by American Julius Boros when he won the 1968
PGA Championship at 48. Mickelson birdied five of his
last eight holes, closing with a 23-foot birdie putt at the
ninth to shoot 69 as a COVID-19 limited crowd of about
10,000 roared in delight. “It’s really fun to make a putt
on the last hole and have a round like that,” Mickelson.
“The support here has been really special.”

Four-time major winner Brooks Koepka, playing with
pain after right knee surgery in March, eagled the par-5
seventh and 11th holes but made two bogeys in the last
four holes to shoot 71 and stand third on 140. “It was
definitely a difficult day. It was tough to make putts,”
Koepka said. “(Knee) feels fine. I’m four-under. It’s all
there.”

Masters champion Hideki Matsuyama, trying to com-
plete the first half of a calendar Grand Slam, made six
birdies but closed with a bogey to shoot 68 and stand on
141, sharing fourth with South Africans Christiaan
Bezuidenhout and Branden Grace. “I really hit my driver

and second shots very well and that gave me a lot of
birdie opportunities, which I was able to capitalize on,”
Matsuyama said. “Hopefully my play will carry over to
the weekend.”

Grace, who holed out from 70 feet to birdie the 10th,
plunked a tee shot into the water at the par-3 17th on the
way to a double bogey-bogey finish to shoot 71. “Just
trying to stay alive out there,” Grace said. “It was such a
grind.” Only 18 players were under par after 36 holes.

Mickelson was the first 50-and-over player in the top
five of a major after 36 holes since American Fred
Couples at the 2012 Masters and the first at a PGA since
Hale Irwin in 1999. Since the PGA Championship adopt-
ed a stroke-play format in 1958, the only prior 50-and-
over player to lead or share the lead after 36 holes was
Sam Snead in 1966 at age 54.

Oosthuizen, 38, has had a runner-up finish in all four
majors since his lone victory at St. Andrews 11 years ago.
He went 25 consecutive holes without a bogey, high-
lighted by a 33-foot birdie putt at the fourth, before
stumbling in the brisk breezes. “I played really well, hit
the golf ball well, putted nicely,” Oosthuizen said. “I got a
lot of opportunities. I just played really solid.” It was the
first time since 2008 at Oakland Hills that there were no
bogey-free rounds at a PGA through 36 holes.—AFP

KIAWAH ISLAND: Phil Mickelson of the United States
chips to the second green during the second round of
the 2021 PGA Championship at Kiawah Island Resort’s
Ocean Course on Friday in Kiawah Island, South
Carolina.—  AFP
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World Cup every two years


