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Suarez leads Atletico to La Liga title 

VALLADOLID, Spain: Atletico Madrid won La 
Liga and Luis Suarez found vindication, his goal 
securing the 2-1 victory over Real Valladolid yester-
day that clinched his team another remarkable 
Spanish title. Suarez began the season crying after 
being forced out of Barcelona but ended it with his 
21st goal of the season earning Atletico a first 
league triumph since 2014, this one at the expense 
of Real Madrid.  

Atletico knew victory would guarantee them the 
title regardless of what Real Madrid did at home to 
Villarreal but it was never comfortable, with 
Valladolid taking a shock early lead. Real Madrid 
were behind too for most of the afternoon but Karim 
Benzema equalized in the 87th minute and Luka 
Modric even scored a late winner for 2-1 at 
Valdebebas, leaving Atletico hanging on at the end, 
as they were suddenly one goal away from squan-
dering it all.  

When the final whistle blew, the players ran onto 
the pitch, Suarez underneath a pile of red and white 
shirts, with Europe’s most nerve-wracking and 

unpredictable title race finally complete. Just over a 
week ago, coach Diego Simeone said this was the 
“Suarez Zone” and so it proved, the Uruguayan 
scoring the winner against Osasuna last week to 
keep the title in Atletico’s hands and then again on 
the last day to put their name on the trophy.  

This is only the second time in 17 years that a 
team other than Barcelona or Real Madrid have won 
the title, with Atleti claiming the other one under 
Simeone in 2014. Atletico went into the game having 
been top since December and on the back of beat-
ing Osasuna with two goals in the last eight minutes, 
a victory that was so dramatic it felt like it would 
prove decisive.  

But Atletico have done nothing the easy way this 
season, with their 10-point lead in February cut to 
two in May and their position at the top of the table 
relying on numerous slip-ups from both Real Madrid 
and Barcelona. So it was apt that faced with beating 
Real Valladolid, who were 19th in the table, they still 
had to scrape over the line. 

Several hundred Atletico fans gathered in 

Valladolid’s Plaza Mayor in the hours before kick-off 
to sing songs and a similar number made it outside 
the stadium, where they were cordoned off in a 
cess-pit of nerves and anticipation.  

 
Players screamed  

Suarez had a couple of early openings but any 
hopes for a comfortable afternoon were dashed in 
the 18th minute when Valladolid took the lead. It 
came from an Atletico corner as Yannick Carrasco 
lost the ball and Valladolid broke at speed, pinging 
passes through midfield and finally through to Oscar 
Plano, the former Real Madrid youngster who pulled 
away and fired past Jan Oblak.  

There was plenty of time left and the other con-
solation for Atletico was Real Madrid fell behind too, 
Gerard Moreno’s poked pass causing confusion at 
the back, with Yeremi Pino prodding Villarreal into 
the lead. Atletico pushed as Suarez’s effort curled 
wide and Felipe headed straight at Jordi Masip but 
they also looked for calm. Players screamed at Oblak 
to give the team a moment to regroup. Simeone told 

the substitutes to quieten down.  
Both title contenders were trailing at half-time 

but Atletico came out with renewed vigor and a cru-
cial few minutes fell their way. Real Madrid struck 
first, Benzema heading in Casemiro’s cross before 
Angel Correa levelled for Atletico as well, collecting 
on the edge of the area and firing through the legs of 
Jawad El Yamiq.  

Atletico’s equalizer, though, was made all the 
more precious after Real Madrid’s was ruled out, 
Benzema’s left arm shown to be offside by VAR. 
Valladolid might have scored again but Shon 
Weissman headed over with the goal gaping and 
then Atletico took the lead, a gift of a pass-back by 
Sergi Guardiola allowing Suarez to skip clear. 
Suarez slid the ball past Masip before ending up 
under a pile of Atletico teammates.  

Real Madrid equalized in the 87th minute, 
Benzema curving a delightful finish into the top cor-
ner and it was still not over, Modric scoring again to 
leave Atletico with some nail-biting final moments. 
They got over the line.  — AFP  

Real Madrid fall short despite beating Villarreal 

VALLADOLID: Atletico Madrid’s players celebrate after winning the Spanish league football match against Real Valladolid and the Liga championship title at the Jose Zorilla stadium yesterday. — AFP 

BERLIN: Robert Lewandowski yesterday broke 
Gerd Mueller’s 49-year-old record when he bagged a 
41st Bundesliga goal of the campaign seconds before 
the final whistle on the last weekend of the season. 
Mueller, 75, is suffering from severe dementia, but 
‘The Bomber’ remains an iconic figure in German 
football as the Bundesliga’s all-time top scorer with 
365 goals, well ahead of Lewandowski’s tally of 277. 

Many thought Mueller’s record of 40 goals for 
Bayern Munich in 1971/72 would never be matched 
until Lewandowski rounded the goalkeeper to score 
in the same club’s 5-2 rout of Augsburg on Saturday 
after equaling the record last weekend. “It was tense 
until the last second, I would have liked to have 
scored earlier,” a relieved Lewandowski told Sky. 
“Sometimes you also have to stay patient, which was 
difficult. I always believed that a chance would come. 
That was a special and historic moment.” 

While Mueller scored his 40 goals over 34 league 
games in 1971/72, injury and squad rotation meant 
Lewandowski broke the record in just 29 matches. 
Bayern scored 101 goals in the league in 1971/72 and 
99 this season. Physically, the 32-year-old 
Lewandowski is very different to Mueller, who was 26 
in the 1971/72 season. 

 
Athlete, artist  

“Robert is an athlete, Gerd was an artist,” Mueller’s 
wife - Uschi Mueller - told magazine Sport Bild. At 
1.84 m and 79 kg, Lewandowski is a model athlete, 

renowned for his strict diet and training program. 
Mueller, at 1.76 m and 80 kg in his prime, was nick-
named “short fat Mueller” by former Bayern coach 
Zlatko Cajkovski. The pair share an unsatiable 
appetite for goals. 

Lewandowski has hit the net on average every 60 
minutes this season, while ‘The Bomber’ scored every 
77 minutes in 1971/72. Lightning reaction speed is 
another similarity. Mueller was a copybook penalty 
box striker, who could transfer the ball from his right 
to left foot with bewildering speed. His low center of 
gravity helped Mueller steal an edge over defenders 
in the first few meters. Given a sniff of goal, he was an 
ice-cool finisher. 

Lewandowski is just as dynamic, but in contrast to 
Mueller, he is happy to shoot from outside the box or 
use the space to outsprint defenders. They share the 
killer instinct when the ball is near goal, often being 
alert to a rebound and waiting until the last second to 
pounce, as Lewandowski demonstrated yesterday. 

Lewandowski started 2020/21 with a bang, con-
verting a penalty and providing two assists in an 8-0 
thrashing of the Schalke, a record result for the open-
ing game of a Bundesliga season. He failed to score in 
the next game, a shock 4-1 loss at Hoffenheim, but 
provided all four goals, including a late match-win-
ning penalty in a nervy 4-3 home win over Hertha 
Berlin last October. 

He was rested for one game in late October after 
scoring ten goals in his first five games, then hit a pur-
ple patch with 25 in 20 league games. A knee injury 
playing for Poland in late March left Lewandowski on 
35 goals after a hat-trick against Stuttgart. 

After three weeks out, he returned with a goal in 
the shock loss at Mainz before hitting a hat-trick in 
the 6-0 home win over Moenchengladbach which 
won Bayern the title. While Lewandowski has scored 
consistently, Mueller had sporadic purple patches, 

netting just three goals in the first nine games of the 
1971/72 season. However, he had scored 18 goals by 
the halfway point, including four in an 11-1 thrashing 
of Dortmund in November 1971. 

He then hit five goals in a 7-0 thrashing of 
Oberhausen which sparked a run of 16 goals in just 
seven games, finishing the season with six goals in 
three games. “Gerd spread fear and terror in defend-
ers”, said Bayern assistant coach Hermann Gerland, 
who faced Mueller as a Bochum defender in the 
1970s. And almost half a century later, Mueller was in 
Lewandowski’s thoughts when he scored at Freiburg 
last weekend. — AFP 

Lewandowski  
topples Mueller  
goal record

MUNICH: Bayern Munich striker Robert Lewandowski 
poses with the trophy for the leading goal scorer of 
the Bundesliga 2020-2021 season yesterday. —AFP 

TWICKENHAM, United Kingdom: Toulouse 
saw off 14-man La Rochelle to be crowned 
European club rugby union kings for a record 
fifth time following a dramatic finish to the 
Champions Cup final at Twickenham yesterday. 
La Rochelle played most of the match a man 
down after center Levani Botia was red-carded 
for a head-high tackle on opposition full-back 
Maxime Medard in the 28th minute. 

“The history is everywhere around the club, it 
hits you straight way when you get there so for us 
it was a huge motivating factor to live up to the 
standard that had already been set up for us,” 
Toulouse No. 8 Jerome Kaino told Channel 4. “To 
be able to get that fifth star is unreal,” he added. 

Yet despite La Rochelle’s disadvantage, the 
score was still level at 12-12 until the hour mark as 
Toulouse’s Argentina center Juan Cruz Mallia 
crossed for the opening try of the match. France 
fly-half Romain Ntamack, who along with La 
Rochelle counterpart Ihaia West had already 
kicked four penalties, converted to put Toulouse 
seven points in front. 

Ntamack then landed another penalty to put 
Toulouse two scores in front at 22-12 with bare-
ly 10 minutes left. Yet in the 73rd minute La 
Rochelle hit back with a try from former New 
Zealand scrum-half Tawera Kerr Barlow. But 
West’s conversion bounced off the right post 
and clear, meaning La Rochelle needed a try, 
rather than a penalty, to draw level with time 
running out. — AFP 

Toulouse win record 
fifth European 
Champions Cup 


