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GENEVA: Zionist’s recent deadly air strikes on 
Gaza may constitute war crimes, the UN rights 
chief said yesterday, as countries discussed 
launching a broad, international investigation. 
Addressing a special session of the United 
Nations Human Rights Council, Michelle 
Bachelet voiced deep concern about the “high 
level of civilian fatalities and injuries” from the 
attacks on Gaza. “If found to be indiscriminate 
and disproportionate in their impact on civil-
ians and civilian objects, such attacks may con-
stitute war crimes,” she warned. 

She also said her office had “not seen evi-
dence” that the buildings targeted in Gaza, 
including residential homes, medical facilities 
and media offices, were “hosting armed groups 
or being used for military purposes”, as claimed 
by Zionist entity. Bachelet also stressed that 
rockets fired by Hamas were “indiscriminate 
and fail to distinguish between military and 
civilian objects,” and were thereby “a clear vio-
lation of international humanitarian law.” 

The UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights made her statement at the start of a 
special one-day council session focused on the 
recent flare-up of violence. Before a truce took 
hold last Friday, Zionist air strikes and artillery 
fire on Gaza killed 254 Palestinians, including 
66 children, and wounded more than 1,900 
people in 11 days of conflict, the health ministry 
in Gaza says.  Rocket and other fire from Gaza 
claimed 12 lives in Zionist state, including one 
child and an Arab teenager, medics say. Some 
357 people in Zionist state were wounded. 

 
‘Root causes’  

At the rights council, countries were debat-
ing a proposal to set up a broad, international 
investigation into violations surrounding the 
latest violence, but also into “systematic” abus-

es in the Palestinian territories and inside 
Zionist state. The proposal calls for an 
unprecedented level of scrutiny on abuses and 
their “root causes” in the decades-long Middle 
East conflict. 

The draft resolution presented by the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation calls for 
the council to “urgently establish an ongoing 
independent, international commission of 
inquiry... in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem and in Zionist state”. 
The investigators, the text said, should probe 
“all alleged violations and abuses” of interna-
tional law linked to the tensions that sparked 
the latest violence, but also “underlying root 
causes of recurrent tensions and instability, 
including systematic discrimination and 
repression based on group identity”. The 
investigation should focus on establishing facts 
and gather evidence that could be used in legal 
proceedings, and should try to identify perpe-
trators to ensure they are held accountable, it 
said. 

 
‘Purposely raised tensions’  

Meirav Eilon Shahar, Zionist’s ambassador 
to the UN in Geneva, slammed the session and 
the draft text, insisting they were yet another 
example of the council’s bias against Zionist 
entity. “Hamas initiated this conflict,” she said, 
insisting the “terrorist organization that glori-
fies death” had “purposely raised tensions in 
Jerusalem to justify its attack.” Pointing to the 
4,400 rockets launched on Zionist state, she 
urged the council not to “embolden and reward 
Hamas” for such behavior, and stressed that 
“Zionist state has the right to defend itself”. 

Palestinian foreign minister Riyad al-Maliki hit 
back at that claim, telling the council “we refuse 
to equate between the colonizer and the colo-

nized.” Accusing Zionist entity of instituting “an 
apartheid system based on the forced displace-
ment of our people,” he insisted that “the right to 
self-defense and the right to resist occupation is 
a right we have as the Palestinian people.” 

 
Open-ended investigation  

If the resolution passes, it would create the 
council’s first ever open-ended commission of 
inquiry (COI) — the highest-level investigation 
that can be ordered by the council. Other COIs, 
like the one on Syria, need their mandates 
renewed every year. And while the council has 
previously ordered eight investigations into 

rights violations committed in the Palestinian 
territories, this would be the first one with a 
mandate to examine “root causes” in the 
drawn-out conflict, and also to probe systemat-
ic abuses committed within Zionist state.  

It remains unclear if there will be enough 
support in the council to pass the resolution. 
Twenty council members were among the 66 
countries that backed holding the special ses-
sion. Yesterday’s session marks the 30th 
extraordinary meeting since the Human Rights 
Council’s creation 15 years ago. It will be the 
ninth focused on Zionist state, which has long 
complained it faces bias in the council.—AFP

Zionist attacks on Gaza may  
constitute ‘war crimes’: UN 

No evidence that buildings targeted in Gaza were used for military purposes

GENEVA: United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet is seen on a 
giant screen delivering her speech remotely at the opening of a UN Human Rights Council emer-
gency meeting on occupied Palestinian territory and East Jerusalem, in Geneva yesterday. —AFP 

KANO, Nigeria: More than 150 
people were feared drowned in 
northwest Nigeria on Wednesday 
after an overloaded boat ferrying 
passengers to a market sank in the 
Niger River, local officials said. The 
boat was travelling between central 
Niger state and Wara in northwest 
Kebbi state when it sank, National 
Inland Waterways Authority local 
manager Yusuf Birma told reporters. 
“The boat capacity was not up to 
the 180 passengers it  carried,” 
Birma said. 

“As we speak, only 20 people 

have been rescued alive, four dead 
confirmed while the remaining 156 
people are still missing and they are 
believed to be underwater.” 
President Muhammadu Buhari said 
the accident was “devastating” and 
offered his condolences to families, 
though his statement gave no official 
total of the number of causalities. 
Boat tragedies are common on 
Nigerian waterways mostly due to 
overcrowding, bad weather and lack 
of maintenance, but Wednesday’s toll 
would be one of the deadliest recent 
accidents. 

Birma said passengers were 
heading to a market in Malele in 
Borgu local government area of 
Niger state, when the boat sank an 
hour into the journey. “The boat 
involved was a wooden boat which 
was old and very weak but these 
people (skippers) would not listen 
when we sensitized them to reduce 
the number of passengers they carry 
in their boats,” he said. 

Local district administrator 
Abdullahi Buhari Wara earlier 
blamed the accident on overloading 
as the boat was meant to ferry no 
more than 80 passengers. The vessel 
was also loaded with bags of sand 
from a gold mine, he said. Early this 
month 30 people drowned when an 
overloaded boat capsized in Niger 

state. The boat ferrying 100 local 
traders split into two after hitting a 
stump during a storm as they were 
returning from a local market, 
according to emergency officials. 

The Niger is West Africa’s main river 
running in a crescent through Guinea 
to Nigeria’s Niger Delta and is a key 
local trade route for some of the 
countries. — AFP 

More than 150 feared drowned 
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NGASKI, Nigeria: Men carry the body of a man out of the water in Ngaski, 
Nigeria. — AFP 


