
NHL Playoffs:
Lightning, 
Islanders 
both advance
LOS ANGELES: Steven Stamkos
had a goal and an assist and Andrei
Vasilevskiy recorded his second ca-
reer playoff shutout as the defending
Stanley Cup champion Tampa Bay
Lightning ousted Florida with a 4-0
win on Wednesday.

Vasilevskiy stopped 29 shots for
the Lightning, who wrapped up the
East playoff series in six games. It
marked the second shutout for
Vasilevskiy in 59 playoff games. Pat
Maroon, Brayden Point and Alex Kil-
lorn also scored for the Lightning,
who are trying to become the first
team since the Pittsburgh Penguins in
2017 to defend their Stanley Cup title.

Maroon is trying to win a Stanley
Cup title for the third straight season,
having won with the Lightning last
season and with the St Louis Blues
in 2019. Panther goaltender Spencer
Knight made 20 saves in his second
consecutive start.

Elsewhere, Ryan Pulock and
Brock Nelson scored just 13 seconds
apart in the second period as the
New York Islanders beat top seeded
Pittsburgh 5-3 to close out their
playoff series in six games. Nelson
finished with two goals and an assist,
and Anthony Beauvillier and Kyle
Palmieri also scored in front of a
pandemic-limited crowd of 9,000 as
the Islanders wrapped up a playoff
series at the Coliseum arena for the
first time since 1993.

The Islanders, seeded fourth in
the East Division, advance to face
the third-seeded Boston Bruins in
the semi-finals. Ilya Sorokin made 34
saves for the Isles and Penguins
goaltender Tristan Jarry stopped 19
shots. Jeff Carter, Jake Guentzel and
Jason Zucker scored for the Pen-
guins, who have won just one playoff
series since winning their back-to-
back Stanley Cups. The Islanders
have not made the Stanley Cup finals
since 1984. — AFP

Friday, May 28, 2021S p o r t s

Friday 35

LOS ANGELES: Ben Simmons silenced the
critics with a 22 point, nine rebound, eight assist
performance as the Philadelphia 76ers routed
the Washington Wizards 120-95 to grab a 2-0
playoff series lead on Wednesday.

Joel Embiid also scored 22 points and
grabbed seven rebounds as the heavily-favored
Sixers got contributions from a number of play-
ers including starting power forward Tobias Har-
ris, who had 19 points and nine rebounds.

Simmons scored 12 of his 22 in the first quar-
ter, delivering a breakout playoff performance
after being criticized for scoring just six points
in Sunday’s game one of the series. “I’m here to
win and I’m doing what I need to do to help my
team win, whatever it is. I’m not trying to prove
anybody wrong or anything like that. I’m trying
to do my job to win,” Simmons said.

The top-seeded 76ers now have a firm lead in
the best-of-seven East series with game three
scheduled for Saturday in Washington. “I told him,
‘You’ve got all the space and all the time in the
world. Just attack,’” said Embiid of Simmons. “He’s
physical and he’s athletic and he can make plays.”

The Wizards weaved their way into the post-
season by grabbing the eighth and final seed, but
it hasn’t been an easy road. Their frustrations
mounted on Wednesday when Russell West-
brook left the game with an injury and then had
a run-in with a Philadelphia fan as he was walk-
ing down the tunnel.

Less than two minutes into the fourth, West-
brook appeared to injure his right ankle and
headed to the locker room. A Philadelphia fan
dropped popcorn on Westbrook, who then had
to be restrained. “It is very disrespectful,” said
Wizards coach Scott Brooks of the fan who, was
escorted out by security. “Philadelphia is better
than that ... hopefully that fan is banned from
games. They wouldn’t do that down the street.”

Bradley Beal scored a team-high 33 points
and Rui Hachimura chipped in 11 points for the
Wizards, who have been unable to slow down
the 76ers’ high-powered offence that boasts
plenty of playoff experience.

Westbrook scored 10 points and handed out
11 assists. But the all-star point guard struggled
Wednesday, shooting just two-of-10 from the
floor and missing all three of his attempts from
beyond the arc. “They were attacking in high ef-
ficiency shots and we couldn’t make a bucket,”
said Brooks.

Elsewhere, Donovan Mitchell returned from
an injury to score 25 points as the Utah Jazz
withstood a 47-point performance from Ja
Morant to beat the Memphis Grizzlies 141-129
and level their series at one game apiece.

Mitchell made his much-anticipated return
from a sprained ankle to drain five threes in 26
minutes of playing time. Rudy Gobert had 21
points, 13 rebounds and four blocks for the top-
seeded Jazz, which rebounded after losing game

one to eighth-seeded Memphis. Mike Conley had
20 points and a career-high 15 assists, and Bojan
Bogdanovic added 18 points in the win. Morant
broke the Grizzlies’ franchise playoff scoring

record which was held by Conley. He now has 71
points in his first two career playoff games. Dillon
Brooks ran into foul trouble but still managed to
score 23 points in the loss. —AFP

76ers rout Wizards to seize control,
Jazz bounce back against Grizzlies

PHILADELPHIA: Ben Simmons #25 of the Philadelphia 76ers, Joel Embiid #21 of the Philadelphia 76ers, and Tobias Harris
#12 of the Philadelphia 76ers high-five during a game against the Washington Wizards during Round One Game Two of
the Eastern Conference Playoffs on Wednesday at Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. — AFP

TAMPA: Andrei Vasilevskiy #88 of the Tampa Bay Lightning stops a shot from Carter Ver-
haeghe #23 of the Florida Panthers during Game Six of the First Round of the 2021 Stanley
Cup Playoffs at Amalie Arena on Wednesday in Tampa, Florida. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles An-
gels pitching coach Mickey Callaway
was fired by the team and suspended
for the next two seasons on Wednes-
day after a Major League Baseball
investigation into allegations of sex-
ual harassment.

Callaway, who has been sus-
pended by the Angels since the alle-
gations first emerged in February, has
been placed on the MLB’s ineligible
list until the end of the 2022 season.
“Having reviewed all of the available
evidence, I have concluded that Mr
Callaway violated MLB’s policies,
and that placement on the ineligible
list is warranted,” MLB commissioner
Rob Manfred said in a statement.
“Harassment has no place within
Major League Baseball, and we are
committed to providing an appropri-
ate work environment for all those in-
volved in our game.”

The Angels swiftly announced
Callaway’s dismissal following the
MLB announcement. “Effective im-
mediately, we are ending Mickey

Callaway’s employment with the An-
gels,” the team said. “We appreciate
Major League Baseball’s diligent in-
vestigation and support their deci-
sion.” The Athletic website had first
reported allegations against Call-
away in February, with the coach ac-
cused of sexually harassing multiple
female journalists over a period
spanning several years.  —AFP
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