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PARIS: Rafael Nadal said “no-one is invincible”
in an interview yesterday as he targets a 14th
French Open title and record-setting 21st Grand
Slam crown. “No-one is invincible, anywhere,”
said Nadal whose career record at Roland Gar-
ros stands at 100 victories against just two
losses since his title-winning Paris debut in
2005. “This year I lost (early) in Monte Carlo
and Madrid. I hope not to lose here at Roland
Garros. What I can do is fight.”

Victory in the final in Paris on June 13 will
take Nadal past the record of 20 majors he cur-
rently shares with Roger Federer. Despite his
remarkable history in Paris, Nadal, who turns 35
on June 3, admits he remains stunned at his
longevity in a sport where he has been an ever-
present in the world top 10 since 2005. When
asked if he could have imagined still playing in
his mid-30s, Nadal said: “Ten years ago, no. But
if you had asked me the question two years ago,
maybe I would have answered yes.

“Ten years ago, I had so many physical prob-
lems that it was difficult for me to imagine that
my career would last so long,” added the
Spaniard, whose career has been plagued by a
series of knee injuries. Nadal will start this year’s
French Open as the overwhelming favorite once
again, boosted by his recent win over world
number one Novak Djokovic in the Rome Mas-
ters final.

62 clay court titles
Of Nadal’s 88 career titles, 62 have come

on clay. He has won at least 10 times each at
Roland Garros, Monte Carlo, Rome and
Barcelona. Between 2005 and 2007, he went
on an 81-win streak on clay. In his great ri-

valry with Djokovic, which stands at 29-28 in
the Serb’s favour, Nadal holds the upper
hand on clay. He has a 19-7 record on the
surface against the world number one and is
9-4 in finals.

Three of those championship match wins
came at Roland Garros in 2012, 2014 and then
last year where Nadal swept to victory 6-0, 6-
2, 7-5. However, he will still be wary of
Djokovic, the 2016 champion in Paris. The Serb
handed Nadal one of his two losses at the
French Open, in 2015, six years after Robin
Soderling had been the first man to achieve the
feat. Apart from Djokovic and Soderling, only
injury has defeated Nadal in Paris when a wrist
problem forced him to withdraw after the sec-
ond round in 2016.

‘Cathedral of clay’
That helped pave the way for Djokovic’s

lone title at the tournament. “Roland Garros is
a very special place for me,” said Nadal. “But
favorite or not, that is not the question. What
matters is to play well, and the one who plays
the best will be whoever has the most chances
of winning the tournament. My goal is to be the
one who plays the best.”

Nadal describes Roland Garros as “the
cathedral of clay” but he admitted to AFP that
other clay court events were a more natural fit
at the start of his career. “At the beginning, I
think I played better in Monte Carlo or in Rome,
to be honest,” he said. “It is more difficult to
have a good feeling at Roland Garros, the court
is very big and there are different sensations. I
never had bad feelings here, but it is also true
that I had very good feelings in other tourna-

ments on this surface.”
Nadal said it is impossible to pick out which

of his 13 titles in Paris is the most memorable as
“each one has had a particular resonance in my
career”. However, he has no hesitation in pin-
pointing the low points. “My worst memories
are without a doubt 2009 and the loss to
Soderling, but also 2016, when I had to give up
due to a wrist injury.” This year at the “cathe-
dral” of clay court tennis in Paris’ leafy western

suburbs, a statue of Nadal has been erected in
the grounds. While thankful for the gesture of
the French Tennis Federation, such very public
recognition is hard to square with the decidedly
unstarry Nadal. 

“It’s true that what I accomplished in Paris,
even if I don’t like to say it, it’s something very,
very special. I am grateful and I understand the
gesture: I accomplished something that was
very difficult to imagine,” he said. —AFP
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KUWAIT: As part of its commitment to its so-
cial responsibilities and its endeavors to achieve
sustainable development, National Bank of
Kuwait (NBK) is keen to promote public health
and the practice of sports activities. In this con-
text, the bank signed a partnership and sponsor-
ship agreement with Rafa Nadal Academy
Kuwait (RNAK), the leading sports institution
specializing in tennis and fitness, to sponsor all
their exquisite sports activities and events.

The signing ceremony was attended by Mo-
hammed Al-Othman, General Manager of Con-
sumer Banking Group at National Bank of
Kuwait, Mohammed Mustafa Al-Marzouq, CEO
of Tamdeen Sports, Hisham Al-Nusif, Deputy
General Manager of Consumer Banking Group
at National Bank of Kuwait, and Martijn Bel-
graver, General Manager, Rafa Nadal Academy
Kuwait.

The Academy provides members with a wide
range of activities including professional training
for those wishing to play tennis, fitness classes
under the supervision of a specialized interna-

tional team of professional athletes.
On this occasion, Othman said: “At NBK, we

are committed to offer our customers a holistic
banking experience, including top-notch bank-
ing services, advanced technological solutions,
and exceptional benefits and offers allowing a
unique lifestyle for all their segments.”

NBK seeks to establish partnerships with
leading institutions in all fields, in a way that con-
tributes to support its efforts to meet all its cus-
tomers’ needs and expectations, he pointed out.
Othman emphasized that NBK encourages its
customers to do sports and follow a healthy
lifestyle in line with its leading strategy to
achieve sustainability.

Meanwhile, Marzouq said: “Rafa Nadal
Academy Kuwait is delighted and proud to be
partnering with NBK Group and to be sharing
this journey together in creating an impact for
the future generation in Kuwait.”

“The Academy’s vision is to lead the way for
tennis in the Middle East, and develop a unique,
high-end sports facility with the highest level of

service and care. Our greatest asset in achieving
this is our partners, and we are thrilled that NBK
leadership is playing an important role in helping
us become the leading tennis Academy in the
Middle East and redefine sport, fitness, health
and leisure across the region,” he added.

Rafa Nadal Academy hosts a variety of
world-class sports facilities, including 15 tennis

courts, a swimming pool, a 1500 sqm Gym, 2
squash courts, a boxing ring, a padel court, in
addition to a members’ lounge. NBK strives to
provide customers with an array of offers, re-
wards and prizes all year round which are de-
signed to suit their interests, as well as to offer
them top-notch, highly advanced and secure
banking services.
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