
2
L o c a l

Established 1961 

Monday, May 31, 2021

KUWAIT: His  H ighness  the  Crown Pr ince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
heads to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia today with his 
accompanying delegation for an official visit. 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah had received His Highness 
the Crown Prince at Seif Palace yesterday. His 
Highness Sheikh Nawaf also received Speaker 

of the National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem, 
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad 
Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, as well as Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of Justice, Minister of State 
for Integrity Enhancement Abdullah Al-Roumi. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince 

received at Seif Palace Ghanem, His Highness 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, Sheikh Hamad Jaber 
Al-Ali, Roumi, in addition to Foreign Minister 
and  Min i s te r  o f  S ta te  for  Cab ine t  Af fa i r s 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah as  wel l  as  Inter ior  Min is ter  She ikh 
Thamer  A l i  Sabah  A l-Sa lem A l-Sabah . 
Separately, His Highness the Amir addressed 

yesterday a congratulatory cable to President 
Gu i l l e rmo Lasso  for  tak ing  oa th  as  the 
Pres ident  o f  Ecuador. In  the  cab le , H i s 
Highness the Amir wished the President good 
health and to his country further prosperity 
and glory. His Highness the Crown Prince and 
His Highness the Prime Minister sent President 
Lasso similar cables. — KUNA

Crown Prince heads to Riyadh on official visit today

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.
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all necessary equipment and staffed by a 200-

strong team of medics, technicians and administra-
tors.  Sanad noted there are 22 vaccination centers 

in all the country’s governorates, in addition to the 
immunization center at the fairgrounds in Mishref. 
Vaccines are also being administered to military 
personnel at the Military Hospital and oil sector 
employees at Ahmadi Hospital, affiliated to Kuwait 
Oil Company.  

The newly-opened inoculation center at Jaber 
Causeway is one of the largest centers in the coun-
try, with 10 lanes and 20 vaccination cabins. The 
center, situated on the 30,000-sq-m island, 
includes clinics and emergency chambers. 

Panel reduces fine 
for not wearing...
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the US with regard to the Palestinian cause seek-

ing a sovereign homeland, said Alahmad. “We just 
want the world to recognize that we are human 
beings. We are not terrorists,” said Alahmad, a 43-

year-old stay at home mother who grew up in the 
United Arab Emirates before moving to the US 
around 20 years ago. 

Silmi insisted there was now broad opposition in 
the US to how (the Zionist entity) treats the 
Palestinians, which he likened to apartheid in South 
Africa. “People have now woken up, and we’re 
resisting. Whether young Jews, young Muslims, 
young blacks, young whites, there is a generational 
shift. And people are working across ethnic groups, 
racial groups, to work for change and freedom and 
liberation for Palestinian people,” Silmi said. — AFP  

Rally calls for 
end to US aid...
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inoculation rates globally. Despite a surge in 

coronavirus cases in the new year after holidaymak-
ers descended en masse, life has continued largely 
as normal with restaurants and hotels open, and few 
of the restrictions that have blighted life elsewhere. 

“The lockdown dodgers from other countries? I 
think we’re seeing a lot of that there,” Zochinke 
said, adding that other draws were more relaxed 
residency rules and a decision to allow full foreign 
ownership of firms. The flood of arrivals has 
regenerated the tourism industry, long an econom-
ic mainstay of Dubai which has little of the oil 
wealth that powers its neighbors, and helped busi-
ness activity recover to pre-COVID levels in April, 
according to IHS Markit. 

“Travel and tourism firms recorded the most 
notable bounce in performance, amid increasing 
hopes of a rise in tourism activity later in the year, 
boosted by the rapid vaccine roll-out,” said the 

research firm’s economist David Owen. After years 
of torpor when homeowners watched their equity 
drain away, the surge in luxury properties above 10 
million dirhams ($2.7 million) has been striking, with 
90 transactions in April compared to around 350-
400 on a regular yearly basis, according to 
Property Monitor. 

A mansion on the Palm has sold for 111.25 million 
dirhams, the highest price reached in years in the 
precinct which features 16 “fronds” lined with 
show-stopping houses and supercars parked in the 
driveways. The highest-priced property now avail-
able on the block is a vast Italian-inspired modern 
villa positioned at the end of one of the fronds, 
complete with 180-degree beach frontage, which is 
being offered for 100 million dirhams. 

After it languished on the market during the 
gloomy days at the height of the pandemic, the 
developers are hoping that one of the new breed of 
cashed-up Europeans will be tempted by the infini-
ty pool, private cinema, and acres of marble and 
glass. “I think people have started to realize that 
Dubai is not just a construction site anymore, which 
it was maybe 10 years ago when we had the most 
amount of cranes in the world,” said Matthew Bate, 
CEO of BlackBrick, one of the agencies represent-
ing the property. — AFP 

Dubai property  
booms as rich...
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2018, and is focused on public-private partner-

ships, especially in developing countries. Advanced 
nations have laid out ambitious emissions-cutting 
goals in recent months, as well as plans to ultimately 
go carbon neutral by 2050. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel called on the 
countries to phase out their dependence on fossil 
fuels, warning climate change is threatening peo-
ple’s lives and the economy as much as the COVID-
19 pandemic. Earlier this month Germany tightened 
its targets to reduce CO2 emissions - including a 65 
percent cut in emissions by 2030 - after a landmark 
ruling by the country’s top court declared a flagship 
climate protection law “insufficient”. 

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson said coun-
tries must now deliver on their green pledges. “It’s a 
great start, but let’s not pat ourselves on the back 
just yet because our planet and our people need 
more,” he said. “We need governments that will not 
just make promises on climate and nature but match 
those words with deeds.” 

World leaders committed under the 2015 Paris 
accord to keeping the global temperature increase 
to under two degrees Celsius - and ideally closer to 
1.5C - by 2050. Yet many of the largest emitters 
have so far failed to keep up their commitments and 
countries have not even agreed on a unified rule-
book governing how the Paris agreement works in 
practice. The UN says that emissions must fall near-
ly eight percent annually to keep 1.5C in play - 
equivalent to the emissions saved during the pan-
demic every single year through 2030. 

World leaders also stressed the importance of 
making sure that poorer countries are not left out in 
the global initiative to go green. African countries 
should not be “locked up” in fossil fuels and be able 
to advance with the rest of the world, said French 
President Emmanuel Macron, calling for ways to 
draw large-scale investments in renewable energy. 

“It is not a global partnership if some are left 
struggling to survive,” added UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres. “Tackling climate 
change head-on will help protect the most vulner-
able people from the next crisis while sustaining a 
job-rich recovery from the pandemic,” he said. The 
World Bank estimates that between 32 million and 
132 mil l ion additional people could fal l  into 
extreme poverty by 2030 due to the effects of cli-
mate change. — AFP  

Call for action,  
inclusion at...

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait and Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia are tied with distinguished deep-rooted 
relations, especially in the economic field. The 
upcoming visit of His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah today to 
Saudi Arabia comes to boost bilateral ties to wider 
domains and levels of cooperation, which would pos-
itively reflect on the bilateral relations and Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries’ common 
interests.  

Kuwaiti exports to Saudi Arabia climbed during 
the COVID-19 pandemic by 11.3 percent, and Saudi 
ranked first as a commercial partner for Kuwaiti 
exports during the last quarter of 2020, at a time of 
closure of international economies. Local exports to 
Saudi Arabia climbed by 11.3 percent to reach KD 59 
million (around $194.7 million) compared to the same 
period of 2019 out of total Kuwaiti non-oil exports of 
a value of KD 358.8 million (around $1.1 billion), 
according to the Kuwait’s Central Statistical Bureau.  

Kuwait’s total exports to Saudi in 2020 reached 
KD 205 million (around $676.5) compared to KD 
197 million (around $650 million) during 2019, 

whereas Saudi exports to Kuwait reached KD 504.5 
million (around $1.6 billion) compared to KD 629.6 
million in 2019. Cooperation between the two nations 
is not only restricted to governmental bodies, but 
also between the private sectors, as this type of 
cooperation was set after signing a memorandum of 
understanding in 2005.  

It was signed between the Council for Saudi 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry and the Kuwait 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, aiming at 
boosting both economies and increasing business 
exchange between Kuwait and Saudi.  

In the oil sector, bilateral relations witnessed a 
new dimension when Saudi Minister of Energy 
Prince Abdulaziz Bin Salman and Kuwait’s Minister of 
Oil, Minister of Electricity and Water Khaled Al-
Fadhel on Dec 25, 2019 allowed the resumption of oil 
production operations in Al-Khafji joint area. They 
signed an agreement affiliated to the two agreements 
of dividing the divided zone and the submerged area 
adjacent to the divided zone between the two coun-
tries. The agreement came upon the instructions of 
the two wise political leaderships to end this file in 
order to come out with a stable, sustainable future 
vision.  

Kuwaiti-Saudi coordination played a great role in 
the stability of international oil prices and markets 
through the joint work in the so-called OPEC+. In 
OPEC+, both nations contributed to maintaining sta-
ble supplies of energy in a way that protects produc-
ers’ and consumers’ rights equally during the tough 
circumstances the international economy suffered 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, taking into consid-
eration that a large quantity of energy is available in 
the international markets.  

Kuwait, under the leadership of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is working on the devel-
opment of economic process in the country and 
boosting commercial relations between Kuwait and 
the kingdom. The ties between Kuwait and the king-

dom reached high level of cooperation; boosted on 
various levels to serve the interests of GCC coun-
tries.  

Kuwait and Saudi possess a developmental vision 
for their economies reflected by the New Kuwait 
2035 and 2030 Saudi vision, which would positively 
affect the prosperity of the whole region. Since the 
establishment of GCC in 1981, Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia are tied by several cooperation agreements 
and projects in various sectors. — KUNA  

Kuwait, Saudi Arabia  
cherish deep-rooted  
economic ties 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah received the visiting Pakistani Interior Minister 
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad, accompanied by a delegation of senior secu-
rity officials, at Seif Palace yesterday. The Pakistani Minister of 
Interior, during the meeting attended by the Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah and Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah 
Al-Salem Al-Sabah, handed a written message from the Prime 
Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan Imran Khan to His 
Highness the Prime Minister. 

The message deals with means of cementing the bilateral relations 
between Kuwait and Pakistan. Chairperson of the Prime Minister’s 
Diwan Abdulaziz Al-Dekheel attended the meeting. The Pakistani 
Interior Minister, accompanied by a delegation of ranking officials, has 
arrived in the country earlier on a two-day official visit. Kuwait 
Interior Ministry said in a statement earlier yesterday that the visit 
came as part of bilateral consultations between the two countries on 
issues of common interest namely in the security sector. In other news, 
His Highness the Prime Minister received yesterday the outgoing 
South Korean Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Hong Young-ki. — KUNA 

Prime Minister hosts 
Pakistan’s Interior Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah receives a letter from his Pakistani counterpart Imran 
Khan, handed over by the visiting Pakistani Interior Minister Sheikh 
Rasheed Ahmad. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah meets the outgoing South Korean Ambassador to Kuwait Dr 
Hong Young-ki.


