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HIALEAH, UNITED STATES: Miami-Dade police investigate near shell case evidence markers on the ground where a mass shooting took place outside of a banquet hall yesterday in Hialeah, Florida.  —AFP

UK’s Johnson weds
in ‘secret ceremony’ 
LONDON: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson mar-
ried his fiancée Carrie Symonds in a “secret ceremo-
ny” on Saturday, UK media reports said. Known for
his colorful love life, 56-year-old Johnson wed
Symonds, 33, in Catholic Westminster Cathedral in
front of close friends and family, the Mail yesterday
and The Sun newspapers reported. He is only the
second British prime minister to marry while in office,
and the first in nearly two centuries with Robert
Jenkinson the last in 1822.

The nuptials are a surprise development, after
reports earlier this week said the couple had sent out
“save the date” cards for a wedding on July 30 next
year. However, they have been waiting months to tie
the knot after their original plans to marry last year
were delayed by the pandemic. The pair got engaged
in December, 2019, and have a one-year-old baby
son, Wilfred.

Around 30 guests attended Saturday’s service-the
maximum currently allowed under coronavirus rules-
in central London, after being invited at the last
minute, according to the Mail yesterday. A small num-
ber of church officials were involved and Downing
Street aides were not informed, sources told the
paper. However, The Sun tabloid said the couple had
been planning the “cloak and danger operation” for a
secret ceremony for up to six months.

Symonds arrived at the lunchtime nuptials in a lim-
ousine and wore “a stunning long and flowing white
dress” but chose not to wear a veil, it added. There
were no descriptions of Johnson’s attire, with the
mop-haired British leader infamous for his often
disheveled appearance. The same priest who bap-
tized the couple’s son officiated the wedding, and
Wilfred was also in attendance, according to The Sun.
Johnson, who has faced several bruising days of
scrutiny after his former top aide Dominic Cummings
lambasted his government’s handling of the coron-
avirus pandemic in front of a parliamentary commit-
tee Wednesday, has been married twice before.

He had four children with his previous wife,
lawyer Marina Wheeler, before they split in 2018.
The couple only finalized their divorce last
November. Johnson also reportedly has a daughter
born as the result of an affair. When elected in 2019,
he became the first prime minister to live at
Downing Street as part of an unmarried couple.
Symonds, a former head of communications for the
Conservative Party, gave birth to their son just
weeks after Johnson left intensive care as he recov-
ered from a severe case of coronavirus. —AFP

MIAMI: Two people were killed and at
least 20 injured yesterday when three
shooters fired indiscriminately into a
crowd outside a concert in Miami,
Florida, local police said. Gunfire erupt-
ed during the early hours outside a bil-
liards hall in a row of businesses near
Miami Gardens, northwest of the coastal
city’s downtown. People crowded the
venue, which was “hosting a scheduled
event and several patrons were standing
outside,” Miami-Dade Police
Department said in a statement.

When a Nissan Pathfinder SUV
approached the scene, it added, “three
subjects exited the vehicle and began
shooting indiscriminately into the
crowd.” The trio then got back in the car
and fled the scene. When authorities

arrived, they found two people dead,
according to the statement. At least 20
people were hospitalized, with at least
one in critical condition. In a tweet, the
department’s director, Alfredo “Freddy”
Ramirez III, condemned the “targeted
and cowardly act of gun violence.”
“These are cold-blooded murderers that
shot indiscriminately into a crowd, and
we will seek justice,” he said. Police
were seeking help from the community
to identify and arrest the shooters.

43,000 gun-related deaths 
Florida remains marked by the 2016

shooting at the Pulse nightclub in
Orlando, in which a gunman killed 49
people and wounded at least 68 others.
Gun-related homicides have surged

across the United States over the past
year. On Wednesday, a public transit
worker shot dead nine people at a
California rail yard before turning his
gun on himself as police arrived. A
search this week of the shooter’s home-
which was set ablaze shortly before the
attack-turned up 12 guns, some 22,000
rounds of ammunition and suspected
Molotov cocktails.

The coronavirus pandemic provided
a pause in this deadly workplace vio-
lence, but the reopening of many com-
panies has brought a return of shoot-
ings. Mass shootings have occurred in
recent months at a FedEx facility in
Indianapolis, an office building in
California, a grocery store in Colorado
and at several spas in Atlanta. The

United States has a long and painful his-
tory of deadly gun violence, with a
steady daily toll of shootings as well as
high-profile mass killings that have tar-
geted schools, workplaces and shopping
centers.

President Joe Biden last month
branded US gun violence an “epidemic”
and an “international embarrassment.”
There were more than 43,000 gun-
related deaths in the United States last
year, including suicides, according to
the Gun Violence Archive. In 2017, 458
people died in workplace shootings,
according to the latest official statistics,
but only 77 of these fatalities were com-
mitted by workers. The others were
done by burglars, relatives of employees
or disgruntled customers. —AFP

Florida shooting kills two, wounds 20
Biden brands US gun violence epidemic, an international embarrassment

Horses starve to
death as virus hits 
Bangladesh tourism
COX’S BAZAR, Bangladesh: More than 20 horses have
died of starvation in just one month at Bangladesh’s
most popular resort district, the animals’ owners said
yesterday as the country’s tourism industry reels from
the pandemic’s economic fallout. The South Asian
nation of 168 million people is battling a fresh wave of
coronavirus infections that has stretched its healthcare
system and triggered a nationwide lockdown. The
horses’ owners said they were struggling to afford fod-
der for their animals, which are used for tourist rides at
Cox’s Bazar beach-one of the world’s longest. “Once
coronavirus hit, tourist numbers... sharply dropped to a
trickle,” Farida Begum, spokesperson of the Cox’s Bazar
Horse Owners Association, told AFP.

“We are struggling to make ends meet. How can we
feed the horses?” Tourists had briefly returned to the
district from December to February when infections
slowed, but visits dried up under the fresh lockdown
imposed from April 14. At least 21 horses out of up to 90
used for tourists at the beach died over the past month
while others were emaciated, Begum said. During last
year’s lockdown, 41 horses-including eight of Begum’s
own-died, she added. Some owners have set their hors-
es free, hoping they can survive by eating grass or for-
aging for food. The horse owners say they have been
struggling to feed their own families, with many taking
out loans from microlenders just to make ends meet.

“Officials from the microlender come to my home
every week and badger me to pay back the loan in
instalments. But unless the tourists start arriving in
Cox’s Bazar, I can’t pay back the money,” Begum said,
adding that she had borrowed 100,000 taka ($1,200).
Dozens of horse handlers usually hired by the owners

to help tourists with the rides have switched to driving
rickshaws or construction work.

‘No tourists means no income’ 
The resort town usually attracts more than two million

mostly domestic tourists every year. But under the nation-
wide lockdown, offices and markets are shut and public
transport has been halted. Horse owner Sarwar Azam told
AFP that one of his animals died last week and the second
was also going hungry. The head of a local horse owners’
organization, Nishan Ahsan-whose four animals died during
last year’s lockdown-said his members had received limited
aid from the government. “During the peak tourism time, a
horse can earn up to 2,000 taka ($23) a day. We would set

aside a slice of that income for the horses’ food, which is
expensive,” Ahsan told AFP. “But no tourists means no
income for us.” The government administrator for Cox’s
Bazar, Sumaiya Akter, said she had only heard of four to
five horses dying in the past eight months. She added that
the government had given the owners 146 sacks of husks
and 20 cans of molasses since May 9. Bangladesh has
recorded nearly 800,000 coronavirus infections and
more than 12,300 deaths since the start of the pandemic,
but experts say the actual numbers are likely to be much
higher. Just over six percent of the population has
received the first vaccine dose, while the government has
said it is running out of jabs as it tries to combat the latest
devastating virus wave. —AFP

COX’S BAZAR, BANGLADESH:  In this picture youths wait for customers to ride on their horses after some 21 horses
have starved to death in the last month as COVID-19 coronavirus lockdown brought the country’s most visited
tourism spot to knee, at a beach in Cox’s Bazar. —AFP

LONDON:  A handout picture shows Britain’s Prime
Minister Boris Johnson and his wife Carrie Johnson in
the garden of 10 Downing Street, London after their
wedding on Saturday. —AFP

French detainee 
awaiting trial in 
Iran for spying
TEHRAN: Iranian prosecutors have confirmed a
French national held in the Islamic republic will be
tried for espionage, his lawyer said yesterday, days
after the detainee’s sister appealed to France’s
president to intervene. Benjamin Briere, born in
1985, was arrested in Iran in May 2020, allegedly

while flying a drone and taking photographs in a
prohibited area.

A conviction of espionage is punishable by death
in Iran. Briere has also been charged with “propa-
ganda against the system”, which can incur a prison
sentence of three months to one year. Lawyer Said
Dehghan, who also represents another French
national held in the country, told AFP the investiga-
tion had been completed and the prosecution had
confirmed the charges. 

“The prosecutor is preparing the indictment
and sending it to the revolutionary court for the
continuation of the judicial process,” Dehghan
said. Briere, who is being held in the city of

Mashhad in northeastern Iran, also faced accusa-
tions of “corruption on earth”-one of the most
severe charges under Iranian law-and drinking
alcohol, punishable by flogging, but they were dis-
missed after the investigation. 

The announcement came days after an open let-
ter from Briere’s sister, Blandine Briere, was pub-
lished by French weekly Le Point, in which she
appealed to French President Emmanuel Macron to
push for her brother’s release.  She said the charges
were “baseless” and that Briere had become a
“negotiating tool”. Briere’s lawyer in France said in a
statement there has yet to be a response from
Macron or the foreign ministry. —AFP


