
PORTO: While Manchester City had
been building towards what they thought
was their moment in the Champions
League for five years under Pep
Guardiola, Chelsea showed with their
victory in Saturday’s final in Porto what
can be achieved in just four months.

That is how long has elapsed since
Thomas Tuchel became coach, replacing
Frank Lampard with Chelsea ninth in the
Premier League. The German oversaw an
immediate transformation in their for-
tunes, dragging them into the top four,
taking them to the FA Cup final which
they lost to Leicester City, and now win-
ning the Champions League.

They have beaten Guardiola’s City
for the third time in six weeks thanks to
Kai Havertz’s goal, and they are champi-
ons of Europe for the second time.
Tuchel is set to reap the rewards with a
handsome new contract, although
whether he will be allowed to put down
roots in west London remains to be seen
given how managerial cycles tend to go
at Stamford Bridge. 

Once again a mid-season managerial
sacking has worked out perfectly for
Chelsea, whose 2012 Champions League
triumph came following the decision to
sack Andre Villas-Boas and appoint
Roberto Di Matteo. This time Chelsea

have struck gold with Tuchel, but the 47-
year-old would not have been able to
deliver such success without the huge
investment in players that came before
his arrival, as well as some of the out-
standing young talents who were already
thriving under Lampard.

Room for improvement
Five of Chelsea’s line-up at the

Estadio do Dragao were signed at the
start of the season, including match-win-
ner Havertz, the 71 million-pound
($100m) recruit from Bayer Leverkusen.
There was also Reece James and Mason
Mount, youth academy graduates who
are in England’s squad for Euro 2020.

This is a team that has already con-
quered Europe but that appears to be
just at the start of its adventure togeth-
er. “We have a strong bond, a strong
group who can really defend and play
and have answers on all questions in the
game,” Tuchel said on Saturday. “Once
the celebrations are over and once we
digest this experience, it is the moment
to grow, to evolve, to learn from it and
become better.”

There is huge room for improvement
in the Premier League after Chelsea fin-
ished 19 points behind champions City,
and a proper domestic title challenge will

be expected now. “When you play for a
club like Chelsea you are always thinking
in the future,” said veteran skipper Cesar
Azpilicueta.

Tuchel knows full well that past suc-
cess counts for little — Di Matteo was
gone within six months of that 2012 vic-
tory and Tuchel himself was sacked by
Paris Saint-Germain last December
despite leading them to their first ever
final last season.

‘I want the next one’
“When we won the Cup in Dortmund

I did not arrive at the next training with
less hunger, less desire or ambition,” he
said. “Of course now is the time to cele-
brate for some days, to enjoy and let it
sink in, for one or two weeks, to talk
about it and reflect on it, but then it does
surprisingly not a lot to you. I think it’s
good because nobody wants to rest. I
want the next one, the next title. I want
to be a part of it and I demand to be a
part of it and this is what comes next.”

He was initially handed just an 18-
month contract but has earned an
extended deal after what he has achieved
in such a short time. “I am not even 100
percent sure, but maybe I already have a
new contract now with that win. My
manager said something about that but I

didn’t know so let’s check this first,” he
told reporters with a smile. “My desire is
to go for more victories, to grow as a
coach and to push the group on the first
day of next season to the limit.” The next

Premier League campaign starts on
August 14, but Chelsea will play three
days before that against Villarreal with an
opportunity for another trophy in the
UEFA Super Cup. — AFP
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Tuchel set for new deal and hungry for more
after Chelsea Champions League triumph
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PORTO: Chelsea’s German coach Thomas Tuchel celebrates with the trophy after win-
ning the UEFA Champions League final football match at the Dragao stadium in Porto
on Saturday. — AFP

Kai’s the limit
as Chelsea fans
revel in glory
LONDON: Chelsea fans piled into the
streets surrounding the Stamford
Bridge ground of the new kings of
European football following their 1-0
defeat of Manchester City in the
Champions League final on Saturday
in Portugal.

Some lit flares as they sang and
cheered the club’s triumph earned
thanks to Kai Havertz’s first-half goal
in Porto. The goal from the club’s most
expensive ever signing gave the
Russian-owned club their second
European crown nine years after the
first in 2012.

Coronavirus restrictions meant far
fewer Chelsea supporters were able to
attend Saturday’s clash compared to
the night they beat Bayern Munich.
Many of those who could not be there
congregated in the fashionable west
London neighborhood, near the stadi-
um where the same supporters had
gathered for an angry protest against
Chelsea’s short-lived membership of
the European Super League in April.

A light show in the club’s blue

spelled out “Champions for the Fans”
as fireworks went off in the distance.
The fans’ joyous celebrations, standing
shoulder to shoulder in the streets,
showed a complete disregard for the
present social distancing advice in
England that groups of no more than
30 can congregate.   Some climbed up
to balconies of houses raising their

arms in triumph — several whipping
off their shirts to celebrate half naked
on a warm night. Other Chelsea fans
watching the game on giant screens at
the Boxpark entertainment complex in
Croydon, south of London, erupted in
cheers at the final whistle.

“I’m ecstatic. It’s amazing, this is
something I’ve felt before, a long time

ago, but to re-live it is mad. I’m really
happy, I can’t believe it,” said land-
scape gardener Aaron Cheneoy, 36.
“Why do we think we’ve won it?
Because we’re the best team in
Europe! I mean, look what’s happened
this season, this is the third time we’ve
beaten City,” said Bradley Smith, a 25-
year-old consultant.

In northwest England, many
Manchester City fans congregated in
the Townley Pub in the city and expe-
rienced a wave of emotions as their
team fell short of becoming European
champions for the first time. They
drowned their sorrows but with the
consolation that Pep Guardiola’s team
ended the season as runaway Premier
League champions and retained the
League Cup. 

The City fans’ emotions went from
despair when Havertz scored to anger
and despair at the early departure of
influential midfielder Kevin De Bruyne
after a shuddering clash with Chelsea
defender Antonio Rudiger.

At the final whistle, the sky blue-
clad fans began chanting defiantly.
“Well, I’m not impressed, but I’m not
going to slate my team because at the
end of the day, we win everything,”
one fan said, and couldn’t resist a jibe
at their city rivals Manchester United.
“Manchester’s still blue, if you don’t
like it oo...oo.” — AFP

LONDON: Chelsea supporters celebrate in streets surrounding Chelsea’s
Stamford Bridge stadium in London, after Chelsea beat Manchester City to
win the UEFA Champions League final football match at the Dragao stadium in
Porto on Saturday. —AFP

Guardiola the
fall guy as
City’s UCL
anguish goes on
PORTO: After a decade of trying,
Pep Guardiola and Manchester City’s
wait to win the Champions League
goes on after Chelsea emerged 1-0
victors from an all-English final in
Porto. City finished 19 points ahead of
Chelsea in romping to this season’s
Premier League title, but their old
demons in Europe reappeared as
Guardiola’s tinkering with a winning
team again backfired.

The Catalan won the Champions
League twice in his first three sea-
sons as a senior coach at Barcelona.
But he can now add the disappoint-
ment of losing in the final for the first
time to exits in four semi-finals and
three quarter-finals as boss of Barca,
Bayern Munich and City over the
past 10 years.

City had never even been beyond
the last eight in Guardiola’s first four
seasons in charge, but he appeared to
have learned from his mistakes as a
settled side comfortably saw off
Borussia Dortmund and Paris Saint-
Germain to reach the final for the first
time in the club’s history. However, he
dropped a bombshell by omitting
captain Fernandinho and Rodrigo
from the base of his midfield to make
way for Raheem Sterling’s return to
the starting line-up.

Chelsea seized on the space
opened up in the City midfield to
enjoy the better of the first half and,
but for some characteristic wasteful
finishing from Timo Werner, would
have been in front long before they
scored the only goal. One through
ball from Mason Mount sliced the
City defense wide open for Kai
Havertz to round Ederson and roll
the ball into an empty net.

“I tried the best selection to win
the game,” said Guardiola. “(Ilkay)
Gundogan played many years in this
position. We tried to have speed on
the ball, to find players between the
lines on the ball and this was the
decision.”

Luck was also not on City’s side
as Kevin De Bruyne was forced off
in  tears  after  a  s ickening head
knock when he col l ided with
Antonio Rudiger early in the second
hal f . Without  the Belgian,
Guardiola’s attempts to right the
wrongs of his team selection were
too little, too late.

Fernandinho was introduced just
after the hour mark, while strikers
Gabriel Jesus and Sergio Aguero
were thrown on in search of a goal.
But the vast majority of City’s success
this season has come in a fluid strik-
erless system and they never looked
comfortable as Chelsea’s defence lim-
ited them to one shot on target
despite losing the experience of
Thiago Silva to injury in the first-half.

‘We will come back’
Backed by the wealth of Abu

Dhabi’s Sheikh Mansour, City have
become the dominant force in English
football, winning five Premier League
titles in the past 10 years. But that
only makes the pain of three disap-
pointments against English sides in
Europe over the past four years all the
more acute.

After 10 seasons in the Champions
League, City remain without the one
trophy they most desire. City will lick
their wounds, invest and try again.
Guardiola extended his contract at the
Etihad earlier this season to 2023. “It
is the first time we are here, we will
learn, we will come back,” Guardiola
said. “It was a season with 62 games
and we played 61. We are sad, we
have to learn from this and we will
learn for the future, but the season
was exceptional.”

Erling Haaland and Harry Kane
have both been suggested as a
replacement for the departing Aguero

and Guardiola hinted at a “shake-up”
this summer to keep his squad hungry.
Losing their biggest game of a hither-
to glorious campaign will help main-
tain the motivation for more. In five

seasons in Manchester, Guardiola has
already won eight major trophies. But
the one he was brought to the club to
win the most remains the missing
piece. — AFP

‘I worked 15 years 
for this,’ says Havertz
PORTO: German forward Kai Havertz said
he had “worked 15 years” for the moment
when he scored the goal that won the
Champions League for Chelsea against
Manchester City on Saturday. Havertz’s 42nd
minute strike-his first goal for the club in the
Champions League-gave Chelsea their sec-
ond European crown nine years after they
beat Bayern Munich to win their first.

“I don’t know what to say, I waited a long
time. I’ve worked 15 years for this moment, I
am overwhelmed,” 21-year-old Havertz told
BT Sport. Chelsea captain Cesar Azpilicueta
hailed the young forward. “Havertz’s mentality
is top, this guy will be a superstar, he ran like
crazy, this is why he deserves this. “I came
here in 2012 after that Champions League
win. I wanted to repeat that Champions
League success. It is amazing. My family are
here. It is a special, special day.” French mid-
fielder N’Golo Kante, who was voted the man
of the match for his tireless performance for
Chelsea, said he felt “joy and pride”. “It’s
amazing, it’s the result of a lot of efforts and
difficulties during the season but in the end it
is the work of a whole group,” Kante told
French broadcaster RMC Sport. “Today we
suffered, we battled until the end and we were
rewarded with the victory.”

He credited the arrival of Thomas Tuchel to
replace the sacked Frank Lampard in January for
the European triumph, which came after Chelsea
scraped to a fourth-place finish in the Premier
League and lost the FA Cup final to Leicester. “It
was the arrival of a new coach, a change of tac-
tics and lots of effort,” he said. —AFP

PORTO: Chelsea’s German midfielder Kai
Havertz celebrates with his medal after win-
ning the UEFA Champions League final foot-
ball match between Manchester City and
Chelsea FC at the Dragao stadium in Porto
on Saturday. — AFP

PORTO: Manchester City’s Spanish coach Josep Guardiola walks past the tro-
phy after the UEFA Champions League final football match at the Dragao sta-
dium in Porto on Saturday. —AFP

De Bruyne faces race 
to make Euro after
facial fractures
PORTO: Kevin De Bruyne is a major doubt for Belgium’s Euro
2020 campaign after suffering two facial fractures in
Manchester City’s Champions League final defeat to Chelsea
on Saturday. De Bruyne was helped off the field in tears after
colliding with Antonio Rudiger on the hour mark in Porto. The
midfielder’s left eye immediately appeared swollen.

Without his creativity, Chelsea comfortably held out for a 1-
0 win to keep City waiting for Champions League glory. “Just
got back from the hospital,” De Bruyne posted on his Twitter
account yesterday. “My diagnosis is acute nose bone fracture
and left orbital fracture. I feel okay now. Still disappointed
about yesterday obviously but we will be back.”

Belgium’s first match of the Euro is in 11 days’ time against
Russia in Saint Petersburg. Roberto Martinez’s team then face
Denmark and Finland in what should be a comfortable group
for the number one ranked side in the world. — AFP

PORTO: Manchester City’s Belgian midfielder Kevin De
Bruyne receives treatment on the sidelines during the UEFA
Champions League f inal  footbal l  match between
Manchester City and Chelsea at the Dragao stadium in Porto
on Saturday. — AFP


