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Saudi King thanks Kuwait 
in phone call with Amir

Kordahi won’t resign • Houthis put up posters of minister • ‘Proxy wars’ in Lebanon
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yester-
day a phone call from Saudi King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud, who expressed gratitude 
for Kuwait’s measures taken in response to 
Lebanon Information Minister Georges 
Kordahi’s recent comments, and its position 
which reflects solidarity of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, the Saudi Press Agency 
reported. In response, HH the Amir reassert-
ed that the measures taken by Kuwait reaf-
firm the unity and strong relations that bind 
the GCC states and their peoples.  

“His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a 
phone call from the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz 
Al-Saud, dealing with deep-rooted bilater-
al relations,” Kuwait News Agency report-
ed. “In the call, King Salman wished His 

Highness a long life and good health. His 
Highness the Amir expressed identical sen-
timents in his reply.” 

The UAE yesterday called on its citizens 
in Lebanon to immediately return home, a 
day after recalling its diplomats from 
Beirut. “In light of current events... the for-
eign ministry calls on all its citizens in 
Lebanon to return to the UAE as soon as 
possible,” it said in a statement. “The min-
istry has taken all necessary measures to 
facilitate the return of its citizens,” it added. 

Later yesterday, Kordahi insisted he 
will not resign. “My resignation is out of 
the question,” Kordahi told Lebanese tele-
vision channel Al-Jadeed, without elabo-
rating. On Saturday, Saudi Foreign 
Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan told 
CNBC that Kordahi’s comments “are a 
symptom of a reality - a reality that the 

political scene in Lebanon continues to be 
dominated by Hezbollah”. “For us it is 
broader than just the comments of one 
minister. It is more an indication of the 
state that Lebanon is in,” he said. 

Analysts said financial ly crippled 
Lebanon finds itself in a new tug-of-war 
between regional kingpins Saudi Arabia 
and Iran after Riyadh and other wealthy 
Gulf states expelled Lebanese envoys. 
The crisis erupted Friday when Saudi 
Arabia gave Lebanon’s ambassador 48 
hours to leave the country, recalled its 
envoy from Beirut and suspended all 
imports from Lebanon. 

The Saudi foreign ministry said the 
measures were taken after “insulting” 
remarks made by Kordahi on the Yemen 
war, but also due to the influence of  
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Society for Human Rights 
(KSHR), an independent body, said in a report yes-
terday that as many as 253,000 residents left the 
country between June 2020 and June 2021 due to 
the economic situation resulting from the coron-
avirus pandemic. Citing official figures, the society 
said around 205,000 workers from the private sec-
tor and their family members, 41,200 domestic 
workers and around 7,000 employees from the 
public sector left the country. 

It also said the number of expats and Kuwait’s 
total population dropped in the first half of 2021 for 
the second year in a row, adding that in 2020, 
Kuwait’s population dropped 2.2 percent for the 
first time in 30 years. Until June 30 this year, 
Kuwait’s population declined 0.9 percent to 4.62 
million, mainly because the number of residents 
dropped by 1.8 percent, the report said. 

As a result, the percentage of expats in Kuwait 
has fallen to 68.2 percent from 70 percent of the 
population just over a year ago. The report said that 
there were 1.93 million workers in the country until 
June 30 this year, 420,000 of whom are Kuwaitis, 
or 21.7 percent of the total. In addition, there are 
639,000 domestic workers, divided evenly between 
males and females. 

Only 90,000 expats are employed in the gov-
ernment sector, making up just 20 percent of the 
total government workforce of 437,100. The rest 
are Kuwaitis, the report said. Kuwaitis working in 
the private sector reached 73,000, making up 
merely 4.8 percent of the total workforce in the pri-
vate sector of 1.51 million. 

Indians top both workers in the private sector 
and the domestic help sector. As of June 30, there 
were 302,000 Indian domestic helpers, followed by 
the Philippines with 138,000 and Sri Lanka with 
80,000. The society cited a report by the Public 
Authority for Manpower and published in the local 
press as saying that 71 percent of residents who left 
drew monthly salaries of between less than KD 60 
and KD 359. 

The society called in its report on authorities to 
find a solution for expats who lost their residence 
permits because they could not return to Kuwait 
due to restrictions. It also called for abolishing the 
kafala or sponsorship system and replacing it with 
another system that protects the rights of all par-
ties.  It also called for abolishing the so-called 
administrative deportation, under which police can 
deport expats without a court order.

More than 250,000  
residents left Kuwait  
during pandemic

A Zionist F-15 fighter (left) escorts an American B-1 heavy bomber on 
Saturday. — AFP 

ROME: Leaders and senior officials throw coins in the water during a visit to the Trevi fountain yesterday 
on the sidelines of the G20 Leaders’ Summit. — AFP 

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: A picture taken on Sept 29, 2021 shows Russian 
tourists in this Egyptian Red Sea resort. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: A US Air Force 
bomber escorted by fighter jets from 
allies including the Zionist entity has 
flown over key waterways in the 
Middle East where American and 
Iranian naval vessels have faced off. 
The B-1B Lancer passed over the 
Gulf, Bab Al-Mandeb Strait, Suez 
Canal and Gulf of Oman, the US 
Central Command, or Centcom, said in 

a statement Saturday. It also flew over 
the Strait of Hormuz, a chokepoint for 
a fifth of world oil output at the head 
of the Gulf that Iran considers a 
strategic area of influence. 

“The bomber task force mission... 
was intended to deliver a clear mes-
sage of reassurance,” Centcom said. 
Fighter jets from the Zionist entity, 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain, all US allies 
opposed to Iran, escorted the US 
bomber over their respective air-
spaces. “Military readiness for any 
contingency or mission - from crisis 
response to multilateral exercises to 
one-day presence patrols like this - 
depend on reliable partnerships,” said 
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ROME: G20 leaders yesterday committed to the key 
goal of limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius, but campaigners slammed a “lack of ambi-
tion” as make-or-break UN climate talks opened in 
Glasgow. Following a two-day meeting in Rome, the 
Group of 20 major economies agreed that keeping 
that goal - which had initially been raised in the land-
mark 2015 Paris Agreement - would require “mean-
ingful and effective actions”, according to the final 
summit statement. 

The leaders, whose nations between them emit 
nearly 80 percent of carbon emissions, also promised  

Continued on Page 2 

G20 backs key  
climate goal as  
UN talks open

SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt: Mussa 
Al-Nahas sat outside his fragrance and 
spice shop overlooking the Red Sea 
beaming at the sight of Russian tourists, 
who are beginning to flood back to 
Sharm el-Sheikh six years after a terror 
attack. “Today is much, much better than 
three or four months ago because the 
Russians are back,” he told AFP. “The 
return of Russian flights has spurred oth-
er countries to also open up,” he added. 

Nahas, 42, has spent half of his life in 

the idyllic, sun-drenched Red Sea resort 
which was badly hit economically after 
the 2015 downing of a Metrojet plane 
that killed 224 mostly Russian passen-
gers. The attack was claimed by the so-
called Islamic State group, which has a 
presence in the restive North Sinai 
region. In the wake of the crash, Russia 
instituted a blanket ban on all flights to 
the Red Sea from 2015, and even to 
Cairo for a few weeks. 

The arrival of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic in 2020 was a double blow driving 
away the remaining tourists - the coun-
try’s lifeline. Tourism represents about 10 
percent of the GDP of Egypt where a 
third of the 100 million-strong popula-
tion lives below the poverty line. “We 
used to say that Sharm el-Sheikh had  
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