
Monday, November 1, 2021

2
L o c a l

Established 1961 

Amir receives Crown Prince, top officials

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at Dar Al-
Yamama His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 

Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir 
also received Acting Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, Deputy 

Prime Minister, Minister of Justice and Minister of State 
for Nazaha Enhancement Abdullah Youssef Al-Roumi 
and Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Al-Sabah. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince also received 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali, Roumi and Sheikh Thamer 
Ali Sabah Al-Salem at Dar Al-Yamama. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. —  Amiri Diwan photos
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His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Justice and 
Minister of State for Nazaha Enhancement Abdullah Youssef Al-Roumi and Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: The new grant system is an aspect of the 
basic development process of the International 
Islamic Charity Organization (IICO) strategic plan, 
stated IICO’s Chairman Dr Abdullah Al-Maatouq yes-
terday. This came in Maatouq’s speech during a cere-
mony to launch the electronic grant mechanism, which 
formulates and governs the process of providing sup-
port and assistance to beneficiaries worldwide. 

In the past few years, IICO launched a strategic 
institutional development program aiming to raise 
the efficiency of its operations and investment of its 
resources, said Maatouq. The organization relies 
upon its fresh donation approach to achieve its 
strategic vision, in cooperation with its field part-
ners in accordance with the best practices that can 
enable it to implement the strategic plan goals with-
in the scope of its geographical work field that 

includes 89 countries 
worldwide. 

Maatouq noted that 
the system is consistent 
with the application of 
governance standards 
regarding disclosure, 
transparency and compli-
ance to all the laws and 
regulating work legisla-
tion, especially those 
related to fighting against 
money laundering and financing terrorism. He 
explained that about a year and a half ago, work 
began on the project to develop grant procedures 
in the IICO, through a working team formed for this 
noble purpose, under the supervision of a counsel-
lor who has extensive experience in the field of 
developing grant models, especially international 
ones. 

The IICO chief added that despite the challenges 
of the epidemiological situation resulting from the 
coronavirus pandemic and relevant measures, the 
project continued and the team efficiently succeed-
ed in investing modern technology applications in 
communication and file management. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (KCCI) said yesterday Kuwaiti-UK eco-
nomic and trade relations, which were forged over 
120 years back, are firm and deep-rooted. The 
remark was made by KCCI Member and Member 
of the Arab-British Chamber of Commerce 
(ABCC) Diraar Al-Ghanim while meeting British 
Secretary of State for International Trade Ranil 
Jayawardena, with Vice-Chairman of the Kuwait 
Banking Association Sheikh Ahmad Duaij Al-
Sabah attending. The meeting, which came at the 
invitation of the British Embassy in Kuwait, 
touched upon ways of promoting bilateral eco-
nomic relations, with the UK secretary underlin-
ing the significance of periodical meetings with 
the Kuwaiti private sector, represented by the 
KCCI, according to a chamber release. It quoted 

the secretary as saying that his country’s govern-
ment attaches much significance to relations with 
the GCC countries, particularly following Brexit, 
and looks forward to launching free trade agree-
ment negotiations with them. 

He reassured that the British economy is 
recovering from the negative economic impacts 
of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, 
hoping that these effects would be totally over-
come very soon. Meanwhile, the KCCI member 
thanked the British side for interest in Kuwaiti 
economic activities and listening to the private 
sector’s visions for promoting economic rela-
tions with the UK. He underscored that the 
KCCI is willing to capitalize on all its potential 
to develop these relations, according to the 
release. — KUNA
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Lebanon’s Iran-backed movement Hezbollah. 

The group, it said, controls Lebanese ports and 
“hijacks” the government’s decision-making in 
Beirut. The United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and 
Kuwait were quick to follow suit. 

However, the minister has won plaudits in rebel-
held Sanaa, where the Houthi rebels yesterday put 
up posters in support of Kordahi. “Yes Georges, 
the Yemen war is absurd,” said posters bearing his 
image that the Houthis pasted onto billboards and 
lampposts yesterday. The Houthis also plan to 
rename a street in Sanaa after Kordahi, according 
to shopkeepers and media reports in the city. 

The crisis is a fresh blow to Lebanon, a country 
in financial and political turmoil where a fragile 
government is struggling to secure international 
aid, namely from wealthy Arab neighbors. But 
remarks by Kordahi, in an interview recorded back 
in August aired on Monday, slamming the Saudi-led 
military intervention against Iran-backed Houthi 
rebels in Yemen, undermined these efforts. Kordahi 
said the Houthis were “defending themselves... 
against an external aggression”, sparking angry 
rebukes from Saudi Arabia and its allies and calls in 

Lebanon for his resignation. 
Analyst Karim Bitar said Kordahi’s remarks were 

just a trigger for a looming geopolitical showdown. 
The escalation “has very little to do with what this 
mediocre minister of information said... (and) 
everything to do with the Saudi-Iranian tug-of-war 
that has been ongoing for the past few years”. 
“Kordahi was only a pretext for something that was 
long in the making,” he said. 

Lebanon is “one of the battlefields between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia” along with Syria, Yemen 
and Iraq, where the two regional rivals support 
opposing sides, Bitar added. Riyadh’s move also 
reflects the kingdom’s determination to push 
Lebanon “to take a harsher line on Hezbollah”, he 
said. Hezbollah wields considerable influence in 
Lebanon, where it holds seats in parliament, and 
has been designated as a terrorist group by Saudi 
Arabia and much of the West. 

Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati has said 
he “regrets” the Saudi decision, and urged Riyadh 
to reconsider its move. He did not explicitly call 
for Kordahi’s resignation, but said he did not 
speak in the name of the government. He urged 
the minister to “take into consideration Lebanon’s 
national interest... in order to appease ties with 
Gulf countries”. 

Kordahi was nominated by the Marada 
Movement, a Christian party allied to Hezbollah 
and led by Suleiman Franjieh. The minister has 
refused to apologize - as both Hezbollah and 
Franjieh rejected calls for his dismissal. — AFP 
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 Centcom commander General Frank McKenzie, 

the head of US forces in the Middle East. 
Egyptian fighter jets also accompanied the B-

1B, a supersonic bomber that can carry the heavi-
est conventional payload of all the US military’s 
planes. In January, a US B-52 bomber, also capa-
ble of carrying nuclear weapons, flew over the 
Middle East. Since February, Iran and the Zionist 

entity have been accused of engaging in what 
analysts have called a “shadow war”, in which ves-
sels linked to each nation have come under attack 
in waters around the Gulf in tit-for-tat exchanges. 

The regional patrol, Centcom’s f ifth such 
operation this year, comes as talks aimed at 
reviving the 2015 deal to limit Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram have stalled. US President Joe Biden has 
repeatedly offered to return to the nuclear 
accord, but his administration has voiced grow-
ing frustration over delays after a hardline gov-
ernment took office in Iran. Then-president 
Donald Trump withdrew the United States from 
the deal in 2018 and imposed sweeping sanc-
tions, leading Iran to step up contested nuclear 
work in retaliation.  — AFP 
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action on coal, but failed to set a clear target on 

another key goal, to reach “net zero” emissions. “We’re 
proud of these results but we must remember that it’s 
only the start,” said Italian Prime Minister Mario 
Draghi, host of the talks. 

Earlier, the COP26 climate talks opened in Scotland 
with a warning by summit president Alok Sharma that 
they were the “last, best hope” to keep the goal of lim-
iting global warming to 1.5 Celsius above pre-industri-
al levels. As an accelerating onslaught of extreme 
weather events underscores the devastating impacts of 
burning fossil fuels, he said: “If we act now and we act 
together we can protect our precious planet.” 

In the statement, G20 leaders reaffirmed their sup-
port for the Paris agreement goals of keeping “the 
global average temperature increase well below 2 
degrees and to pursue efforts to limit it to 1.5 degrees 
above pre-industrial levels”. They added that “keeping 
1.5 degrees within reach will require meaningful and 
effective actions and commitment by all countries, tak-
ing into account different approaches”, through the 
development of national plans that “align long-term 
ambition with short- and medium-term goals”. 

But experts say meeting the 1.5-degree target 

means slashing global emissions nearly in half by 2030 
and to “net-zero” by 2050 - and the G20 set no firm 
date, speaking only of reaching the goal of net zero 
“by or around mid century”. The leaders did agree to 
end funding for new unabated coal plants abroad - 
those whose emissions have not gone through any fil-
tering process - by the end of 2021. 

Environmental campaign group Greenpeace 
slammed the final statement as “weak, lacking both 
ambition and vision”, saying G20 leaders “failed to 
meet the moment”. “If the G20 was a dress rehearsal 
for COP26, then world leaders fluffed their lines,” said 
Executive Director Jennifer Morgan. Friederike Roder, 
senior director at anti-poverty group Global Citizen, 
told AFP the summit had produced “half-measures 
rather than concrete actions”. 

However, French President Emmanuel Macron had 
earlier said it was too early to write off the success of 
the talks in Glasgow. More than 120 heads of state and 
government, including US President Joe Biden, India’s 
Narendra Modi and Australia’s Scott Morrison, are 
heading to the Scottish city. “Let’s not forget that in 
Paris, in 2015, nothing was decided in advance,” 
Macron told the weekly Journal du Dimanche. 

China - by far the world’s biggest carbon polluter - 
plans to make its economy carbon neutral before 2060, 
but has resisted pressure to offer nearer-term goals. 
India, meanwhile, argues that if net-zero by 2050 is 
the global goal, then rich countries should be carbon 
neutral ten years earlier to allow poorer, emerging 
nations a larger carbon allowance and more time to 
develop. — AFP 

G20 backs key  
climate goal as...

Continued from Page 1 
 
become a ghost town,” said Nahas. But in August, the 

fortunes of Sharm - as it is affectionately known - started 
to look up when the first plane from Moscow touched 
back down at the local airport. After years of diplomacy, 
the long-running ban was finally lifted. 

Tour guide Abdelqader Abdel-Rahman, 30, who was 
preparing to take a group of Hungarian adventurers on a 
desert safari on quad bikes, was delighted to see the 
tourists milling around town. “Before 2015, there were 

about 120-150 flights coming from Russia weekly... We 
hope that things go back to what they used to be,” he 
told AFP. Currently, there are about 20 flights from Russia 
landing in Sharm every week. 

Capitalizing on the appetite for tourism after months 
of global lockdowns, Egypt’s tourism ministry has waived 
visa fees for 28 countries including many from eastern 
Europe. In April, the country welcomed half a million 
tourists alone, twice as many as January, according to 
official figures. “Since Russian planes have started coming 
back, the town has begun moving. Lots of people have 
gone back to their old jobs and have opened up their 
bazaars and restaurants again,” Abdel-Rahman said. 

Tourists are also happy to be back in the largest Arab 
country with plenty to explore from the pyramids in the 
north to the beauty of the Red Sea corals. — AFP 
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