
KUWAIT: For the first time in the MENA region, 
Netflix has partnered up with a regional produc-
tion studio to train and develop TV writers. 
Kuwait-based NCIG (National Creative Industries 
Group KSCC) and Netflix have partnered to deliv-
er the NCIG TV Writers’ Lab 6x6, a program 
designed to incubate six writers from Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia and turn their ideas into market-ready 
pitch decks in six weeks with the ultimate goal of 
having each of the selected creators present their 
final projects to Netflix.   

Sheikha Al-Zain Al-Sabah, Chairperson and CEO 
of NCIG said: “I am thrilled to announce the official 
launch of NCIG’s TV Writers’ Lab 6x6 in partner-
ship with Netflix. This opportunity is a major step-
ping stone for our talented creators to nurture their 
craft in line with global industry standards, with the 
added potential of having their projects chosen for 
further development and production by the world’s 
largest SVOD.”  

She also added, “The fact that Netflix has green-
lit our Kuwait-based writers’ program, the first of 
its kind by the streamer in the Middle East, is both a 

nod to the country’s pioneering history in the TV 
production field, as well as a testament to Netflix’s 
commitment to talent development and to the cre-
ative potential of our regional storytellers.”  

Christopher Mack, Grow Creative Director, 
EMEA, LATAM and APAC said: “At Netflix, we 
believe great stories can come from anywhere and 
be loved everywhere. Even the best storytellers 
need to finetune their pitch so it appeals to the 
industry and ultimately, audiences. Through our 
partnership with NGIC, we will bring our global 
expertise in creating world class content, to hone 
regional creators’ craft and provide the tools to tell 
the best version of their stories. Netflix is commit-
ted to investing in Arab stories and talent long-term. 
The Arab world has a pool of incredible talent that 
has been underrepresent-
ed on the global stage, 
and through the NGIC 
TV Writers’ Lab 6x6, we 
hope to give new voices a 
chance to tell their sto-
ries.” 

Sheikha Shaikha Al-
Sabah, Chief Business 
Development Officer at 
NCIG said: “With Lab 
6x6, although our pro-
gram is based in Kuwait, 
it will also target the tal-

ented Saudi creative community. By bringing Saudi-
based creators together with their Kuwait counter-
parts, this unique program aims to build the long-
awaited creative bridges and lay the essential 
groundwork for the collaborations needed to invig-
orate our shared content-driven industry and allow 
our regional stories to inspire and entertain audi-
ences the world over.” 

The six participants will receive mentoring and 
virtual master classes by several of the entertain-
ment industry’s leading writers, showrunners, and 
script consultants. They will also be part of a spe-
cially curated intensive curriculum, including train-
ing sessions led by the world-renowned New York 
Film Academy. Participants will be granted NYFA 
endorsed completion certificates as a result of this 
collaboration with NCIG. By the end of the pro-
gram, the six writers will have the chance to pitch 
their final scripts to the Netflix team. Submissions 
for Lab 6x6 open November 1, 2021. For more 
information, please visit www.ncig.com.kw. 

KUWAIT: The heads of the three authorities held a meeting at Bayan Palace 
yesterday, upon His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s directives. The meeting included Speaker of the National Assembly 

Marzouq Al-Ghanem, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and President of the Supreme Judicial Council 
and Chairman of the Court of Cassation Justice Ahmad Al-Ajeel. — KUNA 
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Woman sentenced to death  
for husband’s killing 
 
KUWAIT: The appeals court struck down the life 
sentence issued by the court of first instance 
against a woman convicted of killing her husband 
in their house in Masayel area, and instead sen-
tenced her to death. The criminal court had sen-
tenced the woman to life in prison, and exonerated 
a person who was accused of hiding her. 
Detectives had arrested the suspect in a Kabd 
ranch that belongs to a person with whom she had 
a close relation. She confessed of hitting the victim 
with a vase and then with a hammer following a 
fight, then wrapped his body in a carpet before 
escaping in the crime that happened last April.  
 
 

Subsidized food 
smuggling foiled 
 
KUWAIT: Land customs officers confiscated 
large quantities of subsidized foodstuff that is 
banned from being exporting abroad, the 
General Administration of Customs announced 
yesterday. Inspection supervisor Jassem Al-
Ghanem said land customs officers searched 
cargo bound for export and found a huge quan-
tity of subsidized food. The confiscated items 
will be stored at the customs warehouse, and the 
supplies department of the commerce ministry 
will be asked to collect the foodstuff, he added. 
 
 

Kuwait condemns 
Yemeni airport bombing 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait condemned as “cowardly” 
the terrorist bombing at the entrance of Aden 
airport in Yemen, which killed and injured dozens 
of civilians on Saturday. Kuwait underlined its 
unwavering position in opposition to violence 
and all forms of terrorism, according to a foreign 
ministry statement, saying it stood firmly behind 
the legitimate Yemeni government. It also reiter-
ated its call for the international community to 
intensify efforts aimed at reaching a political 
solution which puts a stop to Yemen’s crisis in 
accordance with previously agreed references. 

KUWAIT: Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and President of the Supreme 
Judicial Council and Chairman of the Court of Cassation Justice Ahmad Al-Ajeel meet at Bayan Palace yesterday. — Amiri Diwan photo

Three authorities’ heads meet at 
Bayan Palace upon Amiri directives 

New work permits 
through Ashal app 
tomorrow: Report 

 
KUWAIT: New work permits will be issued 
through the Ashal app of the Public Authority 
for Manpower, which is linked to the health min-
istry app for vaccination certificates that can be 
uploaded electronically, a local daily reported 
yesterday. The mechanism of receiving new 
work permit applications will be announced 
tomorrow, based on the Cabinet’s earlier deci-
sion to resume issuance of new visas and work 
permits, according to informed sources quoted 
in Al-Qabas Arabic newspaper’s report. 

The Cabinet asked PAM to coordinate with 
the health and interior ministries, making sure 
that the vaccination certificates are authentic 
and registered via a link with the health min-
istry. PAM meanwhile said employers desiring 
to bring workers on government contracts 
must attach airline tickets with contract forms 
mentioning working hours, work permit dura-
tion, job designation and academic qualifica-
tion, along with housing allowance. PAM has 
activated the mechanism linking all profes-
sions with their academic degrees. The elec-
tronic platform will provide 28 services for 
residents, mainly for transferring to work per-
mits, self-sponsorship, partners and families. 

Sheikha Al-Zain 
 Al-Sabah Chris Mack 

Thailand opens 
borders to tourists 
from Kuwait 

 
KUALA LUMPUR: Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs announced late Saturday that it will open its 
borders to foreign tourists from 17 countries, 
amongst which is Kuwait, starting today. In a state-
ment, the ministry indicated that tourists would be 
permitted to enter the country without having to self-
quarantine in case they were vaccinated or have sub-
mitted a negative PCR test. The statement added that 
the 17 countries are Kuwait, India, Taiwan, Laos, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Croatia, Indonesia, 
Maldives, Mongolia, Nepal, Oman, Romania, Slovakia, 
Sri Lanka, Vietnam and Luxemburg. Thai authorities 
announced last week that entry would be permitted 
to fully vaccinated tourists from 46 countries without 
the need to quarantine starting today, thus the num-
ber of countries sets at 63. These decisions come as 
the country’s COVID-19 infections are dwindling, and 
in an effort to boost the tourism-dependent economy. 
The pandemic has left the Thai economy in a strained 
condition as only 73,000 tourists visited the country 
in the first eight months of 2021, compared to the 40 
million visitors of 2019. — KUNA 

Six griffon vultures spotted in northern Kuwait reserve  

KUWAIT: Six Eurasian griffon vultures were spotted in the Liyah northern reserve, Kuwait Environment Public Society announced yesterday. The birds 
were documented while making their stop in Kuwait during their annual migratory route from Europe to Africa, society member Dr Mahdi Ghloum said. 

Netflix and Kuwait-based NCIG launch 
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