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KHARTOUM: Sudanese anti-coup protesters wave the national flag as they gather in a street in the capital Khartoum to express their support for the country’s democratic transition which a military takeover and deadly 
crackdown derailed. — AFP 

KHARTOUM: Sudanese anti-coup protesters 
yesterday manned barricades in Khartoum a day 
after a deadly crackdown on mass rallies, as a defi-
ant civil disobedience campaign against the mili-
tary takeover entered its seventh day. Tens of thou-
sands turned out across the country for Saturday’s 
demonstrations, marching against the army’s 
October 25 power grab, when top General Abdel 
Fattah Al-Burhan dissolved the government, 
declared a state of emergency and detained 
Sudan’s civilian leadership. 

The move sparked a chorus of international 
condemnation, with world powers demanding a 
swift return to civilian rule and calls for the military 
to show “restraint” against protesters. At least 
three people were shot dead and more than 100 
people wounded during Saturday’s demonstra-
tions, according to medics, who reported those 
killed had bullet wounds in their head, chest or 
stomach. It takes the death toll since protests 
began to at least 11. Police forces denied the 
killings, or using live bullets. 

“No, no, to military rule,” protesters carrying 
Sudanese flags chanted as they marched around 
the capital and other cities, as forces fired tear gas 
to break them up. More than 100 people were also 
wounded on Saturday, 
some suffering breathing 
difficulties from tear gas, 
the independent Central 
Committee of Sudan’s 
Doctors said. Sudan had 
been ruled since August 
2019 by a joint civilian-
military council, along-
side Prime Minister 
Abdalla Hamdok’s gov-
ernment, as part of the 
now derailed transition to full civilian rule. 

 
Soldiers on the streets 

Hamdok and other top leaders have been under 
military guard since then, either in detention or 
effective house arrest. US President Joe Biden has 

called the coup a “grave setback”, while the African 
Union has suspended Sudan’s membership for the 
“unconstitutional” takeover. The World Bank and 
the United States froze aid, a move that will hit 

hard in a country already 
mired in a dire economic 
crisis. But Burhan-who 
became de facto leader 
after hardline ex-presi-
dent Omar Al-Bashir was 
ousted in 2019 following 
huge youth-led protests-
has insisted the military 
takeover was “not a 
coup”. 

Instead, Burhan says 
he wants to “rectify the course of the Sudanese 
transition”. Demonstrations on Saturday rocked 
many cities across Sudan, including in the eastern 
states of Gedaref and Kassala, as well as in North 
Kordofan and White Nile, witnesses and AFP cor-
respondents said. 

As night fell  Saturday, many protests in 
Khartoum and the capital’s twin city of Omdurman 
thinned out. But yesterday morning protesters were 
back on the streets, again using rocks and tyres to 
block roads. Shops remain largely shut in 
Khartoum, where many government employees are 
refusing to work as part of a nationwide protest 
campaign. Soldiers from the army and the much-
feared paramilitary Rapid Support Forces were 
seen on many streets in Khartoum and Omdurman. 

Security forces have set up random checkpoints 
on the streets, frisking passers-by and randomly 
searching cars. Phone lines, which were largely 
down on Saturday, were back apart from intermit-
tent disruptions. But internet access has remained 
cut off since the army’s takeover. Sudan has 
enjoyed only rare democratic interludes since inde-
pendence in 1956 and spent decades riven by civil 
war. Burhan was a general under Bashir’s three 
decades of iron-fisted rule, and analysts said the 
coup aimed to maintain the army’s traditional con-
trol over the northeast African country. _ AFP  
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TEHRAN: An Iranian general has 
said Zionists and the United States 
were likely to have been behind a 
cyber attack that interrupted the dis-
tribution of fuel at service stations. 
Tuesday’s attack “technically” resem-
bles two previous incidents whose 
perpetrators “were unquestionably 
our enemies, namely the United States 
and the Zionist regime”, the 
Revolutionary Guards’ Gholamreza 
Jalali said. 

“We have analysed two incidents, 
the railway accident and the Shahid 
Rajaei port accident, and we found 
that they were similar,” Jalali, who 
heads a civil defense unit responsible 
for cyber activity, told state television 
late Saturday. In July, Iran’s trans-
portation ministry said a “cyber dis-
ruption” had affected its computer 
systems and website, according to 
Fars news agency. 

And in May last year, the 
Washington Post reported that 
Zionists carried out a cyber attack on 
the Iranian port of Shahid Rajaei in 
the Strait of Hormuz, a strategic route 
for global oil shipments. Tuesday’s 
cyber attack caused traffic jams on 
major arteries in Tehran, where long 
queues at petrol stations disrupted 
the flow of traffic. The oil ministry lat-
er took service stations offline so that 
petrol could be distributed manually, 
according to the authorities. 

President Ebrahim Raisi on 
Wednesday accused the perpetrators 
of trying to turn Iran’s people against 
the leadership of the Islamic republic. 

Around 3,200 of the country’s 4,300 
service stations have since been 
reconnected to the central distribution 
system, the National Oil Products 
Distribution Company said, quoted 
Saturday by state news agency IRNA. 
Other stations also provide fuel for 
motorists, but at unsubsidized rates 
that make it twice as expensive at 
around five Euro cents (5-6 US cents) 
per liter, the news agency reported. 

In a country where petrol flows 
freely at what are some of the lowest 
prices in the world, motorists need 
digital cards issued by the authorities. 
The cards entitle holders to a monthly 
amount of petrol at a subsidized rate 
and, once the quota has been used up, 
to buy more expensive at the market 
rate. Since 2010, when Iran’s nuclear 
program was hit by the Stuxnet com-
puter virus, Iran and its arch-foes 
Zionists and the United States have 
regularly accused each other of cyber 
attacks. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The first woman and first 
person of color to become US vice president, 
Kamala Harris made history on November 3, 
2020. But a year later, she is still trying to figure 
out what part to play in a role that is by defini-
tion thankless. President Joe Biden, by teaming 
up with the 57-year-old former California sena-
tor, sent a clear message to an electoral base 
eager for more diverse representation in power. 

But with his choice, the 78-year-old Biden - 
who had served as second-in-command to 
Barack Obama during the first Black president’s 
two terms - has also turned the spotlight full-
force onto Harris. A serial trailblazer, she was the 
first woman and first Black person to become 
California’s attorney general. She was also the 
first senator of South Asian descent. 

But Harris, the daughter of Jamaican and 
Indian immigrants, has yet to break another 
mold - one into which political customs and 
the US Constitution have locked her. “There is 
no such thing as vice presidential success,” 
said Elaine Kamarck, a senior research fellow 
at the Brookings Institution. “Vice presidents 
rise or fall on the record of the president that 
they serve.” Kamarck, who has written a book 
on the role of the vice president, pointed out, 
however, that the job has evolved from being 
merely ceremonial. 

 
Lunches with Biden 

For a long time, “that used to be the joke, that 
the vice president went to funerals around the 
world on behalf of the president,” Kamarck 
explained. But then Al Gore changed the model 
by taking on “substantive assignments” that 
would typically have been the priority of 
President Bill Clinton, she said. 

After that came Dick Cheney, whose influ-

ence on George W Bush was so clear that he 
even got his own movie, the 2018 film “Vice.” As 
for Obama, he made his “bromance” with Biden 
clear. And Biden has put his respect for his own 
deputy on full public display. He has lunch with 
Harris once a week, and his staff makes a point 
of always mentioning the “Biden-Harris adminis-
tration” in their communiques - although this 
inevitably becomes just the “Biden administra-
tion” in news media. 

Biden also entrusted Harris - who holds the 
Democratic Party’s majority vote in the Senate 
- with an extremely politically sensitive issue: 
tackling the roots of illegal immigration, in the 
face of a surge in arrivals at the southern US 
border. In June, as part of this mission, Harris 
traveled to Guatemala and Mexico. But far 
from winning her accolades, this first-ever 
international mission earned her a barrage of 
criticism. The progressive wing of her party 
slammed her as being too harsh after she told 
potential undocumented immigrants, “Don’t 
come.” But the Republican Party said she 
hadn’t been hard enough. 

There was also buzz about a television inter-
view she gave on immigration issues in which 
she appeared nervous and unprepared. The 

conservative-leaning Washington Examiner had 
a field day, mocking her short-lived presidential 
campaign in the Democratic primary. “As a can-
didate, she is a paper tiger. As a politician, she is 
an out-of-touch weather-vane,” the paper 
wrote. “She has failed upward to this point, and 
it’s clear that she has hit her ceiling.” But since 
the fall of Kabul to the Taleban and the hasty US 
withdrawal from Afghanistan in  August, all eyes 
have returned to Biden. 

 
‘More hostility’  

“Because she’s the first woman of color... I 
think she’ll get more hostility and more scrutiny,” 
said Kamarck, the vice presidential researcher. “I 
don’t think that she made any serious missteps. 
And I think they will be forgotten relatively 
quickly.” For now, it is Harris herself - like many 
vice presidents before her - who seems to be 
forgotten. 

She travels frequently on official business: in 
November, she will go to Paris to continue 
Biden’s reconciliation efforts after France 
became outraged when Australia signed a deal 
for US nuclear submarine technology, throwing 
out a mega-deal for French conventional sub-
marines.  — AFP 

Iran suspects US,  Zionists 
behind fuel cyber attack

TEHRAN: Photo shows off-line 
petrol pumps at a service station in 
Iran’s capital Tehran, amid a nation-
wide disruption of the petrol distri-
bution system. — AFP 

US vice president 
still searching 
for her role

WASHINGTON: US Vice President Kamala Harris receives a booster of the Moderna COVID-
19 vaccine in the South Court Auditorium of the White House in Washington, DC. — AFP 


