
ROME: US President Joe Biden has vowed a major
push to promote democracy worldwide. But since he
took office, democracy has faced repeated setbacks.
Among three nations whose democratic transitions
had inspired the most hope, Myanmar and Sudan
have seen generals roar back, sacking civilian leaders
and suppressing street protests, while in Tunisia, the
birthplace of the Arab Spring a decade ago, the
president seized wide-ranging powers.

Military juntas have also grabbed power in the
West African nations of Guinea, Mali and Chad, while
in Afghanistan, Taleban insurgents seized power after
a US troop withdrawal brought the quick collapse of
the Western-backed government. While local factors

are at play in each country, experts see common
trends including economic insecurities exacerbated by
COVID-19 and climate change, ruling elites who failed
to meet aspirations and the growing role of China,
which can support nations shunned by the West.

“There is an increase in attacks on democracy
around the world-and not in the demand for democ-
racy,” said Derek Mitchell, the first US ambassador
to Myanmar after its transition a decade ago. “It’s a
matter of old mindsets dying hard, particularly in mil-
itaries where people don’t give up power and privi-
lege easily,” said Mitchell, now president of the
National Democratic Institute, which promotes
democracy worldwide.

‘No magic bullet’ 
Fulfill ing a campaign promise, Biden has

announced a two-part summit of democracies
starting in December. He is drawing a sharp con-
trast with his predecessor Donald Trump, who
openly embraced authoritarian leaders seen as
useful and who inspired a violent mob that on
January 6 attacked the US Capitol as it certified
Biden’s victory.

With the possible exception of Afghanistan,
where Biden’s decision to end the two-decade US
war has been hotly debated, few link democracy’s
woes to the current occupant of the White House.
“Democracy takes literally decades to consolidate
and it takes years to erode. So I think there’s very

little that any administration could do in the first
nine months tangibly moving the needle on global
democracy,” said Frances Z Brown, who worked
on supporting democracies in Barack Obama’s
White House.

Crucially, Biden responded quickly to the coups in
Myanmar and Sudan including suspending aid, said
Brown, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace. “It shows the United States is
watching and it cares. There’s no one magic bullet
but I think it all matters,” she said. Biden has also tak-
en a distance with Trump allies, halting some military
support for Saudi Arabia and leveraging part of its
aid to Egypt on human rights progress, although
activists say he should go further. — AFP 
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News in brief

Gunman kills reporter 

MANILA: A Philippine news reporter has
died after being shot multiple times in his
home, police said yesterday, becoming the lat-
est in a long line of journalists slain in the
country. The archipelago nation is one of the
most dangerous places in the world for jour-
nalists, and most of their killers go unpunished.
Orlando Dinoy, a reporter for online outfit
Newsline Philippines and anchor for Energy
FM, was shot six times by a gunman who
barged into his apartment in Bansalan town,
Mindanao island, local police chief Major Peter
Glenn Ipong said. Dinoy died immediately, he
added. Officers were still investigating possible
motives, the force added. “One of the angles
we are looking at is his work as a media man...
but no one can give us a concrete lead so far,”
Ipong said. Dinoy was the 21st journalist killed
since President Rodrigo Duterte took power in
2016, the National Union of Journalists of the
Philippines said. — AFP 

Man arrested after attack 

TOKYO: A man was arrested for attempted
murder after a knife and fire attack on a train in
Tokyo yesterday, Japanese media said, with at
least 10 people reportedly injured and one in a
serious condition. A video clip published by
public broadcaster NHK showed panicked
passengers running down the train as smoke
filled the carriage, with flames also visible.
Another video posted on Twitter showed peo-
ple climbing through windows to escape the
Keio Line train at a station. The line operator
said services had been partially suspended
after “an incident involving injuries” took place
just before 8 pm near Kokuryo in the Japanese
capital’s western suburbs. Media outlets
including NHK said the alleged perpetrator in
his 20s attacked people with a knife and start-
ed a fire on the train. The method was unclear
but reports also said the man had spread a liq-
uid around the train carriage. — AFP 

French climbers missing 

KATHMANDU: At least  three French
climbers were missing after an avalanche hit
the area they were in near Nepal’s Mount
Everest, a media report said yesterday. The
unnamed climbers were attempting to scale
an approximately 6,000-metre peak near
Everest, The Himalayan Times reported. Their
tents and climbing material were spotted
near the Minbo La glacier below Mount
Amadablam by a rescue team yesterday, the
newspaper added, cit ing sources. A
Department of Tourism official  told the
Himalayan Times that the climbers had not
obtained permission from authorities to sum-
mit the mountain. All climbers in Nepal are
required to apply for a permit from the gov-
ernment or the Nepal  Mountaineering
Association to scale the country’s peaks.
Authorities were alerted to their situation
after a plea from their families for a search
mission to be launched, the publication
added. — AFP 

Rockets hit near Green Zone

BAGHDAD: Three rockets yesterday hit a
Baghdad neighborhood near the high-security
Green Zone where the US embassy is located
without causing any casualties, an Iraqi securi-
ty official said. “Three Katyusha rockets fell in
the Mansur district of Baghdad,” the source,
who spoke on condition of anonymity said. The
rockets struck near a Red Crescent hospital, a
bank and the district’s water management
department, the source added. The so far
unclaimed attack, the first to target the Green
Zone since two rockets fired on July 29, comes
as authorities conduct a recount of votes cast
in an October 10 parliamentary election.
Preliminary results show the Conquest
Alliance, the political arm of the Hashed Al-
Shaabi network of pro-Iranian militias, lost
ground in the election. — AFP 

Five pro-Iran fighters killed 

DAMASCUS: An Israeli missile strike killed
five pro-Iran militiamen near Damascus on
Saturday, a war monitor said, while state media
said two Syrian soldiers were wounded in the
attack. The Britain-based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said the strike “destroyed a
Hezbollah and Iranian weapons and ammuni-
tion” convoy heading towards Lebanon. At
least five pro-Iranian fighters were killed and
several wounded, said the war monitor. The
report could not be independently verified.
Earlier state news agency SANA, quoting a
military source, said two Syrian soldiers were
wounded after explosions were heard in the
Syrian capital. “The Israeli enemy fired a salvo
of surface-to-surface missiles from northern
occupied Palestine targeting positions near
Damascus,” SANA said. — AFP 

ROME: This image grabbed from a video handout shows police officers monitoring on screens the arrival of US
President Joe Biden’s motorcade arriving yesterday at the convention center ‘La Nuvola’ in the EUR district of
Rome for the second day of the G20 world leaders summit. — AFP  

Texas governor 
pursues agenda
despite diversity
TEXAS: Building on his state’s passage of the most
restrictive abortion law in the US, Governor Greg
Abbott has made Texas a test lab for deeply conser-
vative ideas in a divided America still manifestly
marked by the presidency of Donald Trump. A chal-
lenge to the law, which bans abortions after six
weeks, is to be taken up by the US Supreme Court
today, and some observers fear the conservative-
leaning court might overturn long-established abor-
tion rights.

But the Texas abortion law is just the latest polit-
ically provocative step taken by Abbott, a Catholic
who turns 64 in November. In only a few months, he
has shepherded into existence a wide-ranging set
of laws that seem linked only by an intent to appeal
to the far right. One of them requires transgender
students to play only on sports teams that align with
their birth gender.

Yet Texas’s 29 million inhabitants - 40 percent of
them Latino - are far from a solidly Republican
bloc. Trump won the state in both 2016 and 2020
by just over 52 percent of the vote. Elections to the
US Senate are usually close, and Democratic may-
ors preside in several large cities, including capital
Austin and the state’s largest city, Houston. So
some observers see Abbott’s conservative zeal as
the clear sign of someone with ambitions reaching
far beyond the borders of his big southern state.

Lofty aspirations 
“Based on the actions I’ve seen him take, I would

not be surprised if he seeks a presidential nomina-
tion” in the Republican primaries of 2024, said Juan
Carlos Huerta, a political science professor at Texas
A&M University’s Corpus Christi campus. For now,
Trump would be a “shoo-in” for the nomination if he
wants it, Huerta said, while adding, “but politics
change.” Among other things, the former
Republican president faces a slew of legal chal-
lenges on several fronts.

Trump has yet to formally declare his intentions
for 2024, but his words and actions point clearly
toward a new run for the nation’s top office. Still,
given the many uncertainties, several Republicans
have been quietly positioning themselves to step up
should he bow out. Given the large field of potential

Republican candidates, “Abbott might be position-
ing himself for a role in a second Trump administra-
tion-perhaps in the cabinet, perhaps in the courts,
perhaps even as vice president,” said Erica Grieder,
a Houston Chronicle columnist.

In Texas, as across the country, the Republican
party leans clearly to the right, still under the influ-
ence and control of the former president. So politi-
cally ambitious Republicans must prove their con-
servative bona fides. Abbott’s Texas is a prime
example. Laws passed just since September 1 allow
anyone 21 or older to carry a handgun without a
license or special training; permit the state to penal-
ize any city that reduces its police budget; require
sports teams receiving state financing to play the
national anthem before their games; criminalize
homeless encampments, and more. — AFP 

HOUSTON: Texas Governor Greg Abbott speaks during the Houston Region Business Coalition’s monthly meeting in
Houston, Texas. — AFP 

Vegan ex-cop set 
to become NY 2nd 
Black mayor
NEW YORK: Eric Adams, a Black ex-cop who
fought racial discrimination within the police, is
poised to be elected New York’s next mayor tomor-
row, tasked with leading the city’s post-pandemic
recovery. The 61-year-old centrist Democrat and
passionate vegan will become just the second
African American to lead the Big Apple, a job often
described as the most difficult in the United States
after president. It caps a remarkable rise for Adams,
who was born in poverty in Brooklyn and ran
errands for a gang as a teenager before joining the
NYPD and then pursuing a political career.

He is all but certain to defeat Republican rival
Curtis Sliwa in the vote in overwhelmingly liberal-
voting NYC and succeed unpopular progressive
Bill de Blasio, whose two-term limit ends December
31. Adams considers himself a strong leader: a
champion of the working class and a fighter against
racial injustice, but also someone who is tough on
crime and friendly towards big business.

As mayor for more than eight million people, he
will oversee America’s largest municipal budget,
crippled by the pandemic, and its biggest police
force and public school system. “This is a city
where the mayor is the dominant political force. You
need someone who knows how to use authority,”
said New York University urban planning and poli-
cy professor Mitchell Moss, describing de Blasio as
at times “indecisive.”

“Adams has the personality New Yorkers want in
the office, which is someone who’s going to be visi-
ble, who’s going to be in the communities, who’s
going to come to work at the start of the day,”

Moss added. He will face myriad challenges in
office, primarily rebounding New York City’s econ-
omy following the COVID-19 crisis which has killed
more than 34,000 residents and shuttered hundreds
of thousands of businesses.

He will also have to grapple with keeping schools
open, wealth inequality, a severe lack of affordable
housing, fears about the impact of extreme weather
events on crumbling infrastructure, and violent
chaos at the notorious Rikers Island prison. One of
his trickiest balancing acts will be trying to reform
police practices while keeping onside a heavily
unionized force that feels it has been underappreci-
ated and under-supported during the de Blasio era.
Born in Bushwick, Brooklyn in 1960, Adams was
raised in a large family in a working-class neighbor-
hood of Queens. His mother was a cleaner and his
father was a butcher. When he was 15 years old,
two NYPD officers repeatedly kicked him in the
groin after arresting him for criminal trespassing.
That was the moment he decided he wanted to
become a police officer. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Democratic NYC Mayoral candidate Eric
Adams raises hands with Jumaane Williams, New
York City Public Advocate, and NYC Comptroller can-
didate Brad Lander during a Get Out the Vote (GOTV)
rally in front of Brooklyn Borough Hall. — AFP 

50 years after Roe v 
Wade, abortion case 
returns to US court
WASHINGTON: Abortion has been legal in the
United States for nearly 50 years but remains an
emotional and bitterly contentious issue and access
to the procedure varies from state to state. The
Supreme Court is to hear arguments today challeng-
ing a Texas law that prohibits abortion after six
weeks, before many women even know they are
pregnant. Here is a synopsis of the state of affairs:

Roe v Wade
The US Supreme Court ruled in its landmark 1973

decision in Roe v Wade that access to abortion is a
woman’s constitutional right, striking down state
laws that restricted the procedure. In a 1992 ruling in
the case of Planned Parenthood v Casey, the court
guaranteed a woman’s right to an abortion until the
fetus is viable outside the womb, which is typically
around 22 to 24 weeks. That is longer than in many
other countries, where the cutoff is the end of the
first trimester, or around 12 weeks. Individual states
retained the right to enact laws protecting a woman’s
health so long as they did not impose an “undue bur-
den” on access to abortion of a non-viable fetus.

With “undue burden” being subject to interpreta-
tion, a number of conservative US states have
imposed a patchwork of restrictions on abortion,
forcing many facilities to close their doors. West
Virginia and Mississippi, for example, each have only
one abortion clinic while in California there are more
than 150. Among the restrictions are parental con-
sent for minors to undergo an abortion, a 24-hour
waiting period, and a requirement to listen to the
beating heart of an embryo. — AFP 


