
ROME: The French and British leaders agreed yester-
day to defuse days of sniping over post-Brexit fishing
rights, according to Paris, potentially averting a full-
blown trade war that would embroil the entire EU.
President Emmanuel Macron and Prime Minister Boris
Johnson met for about 25 minutes on the margins of a
G20 summit in Rome, aides said, a day after Johnson
complained to EU chief Ursula von der Leyen that
French threats to trigger reprisals over the row were
“completely unjustified”. They agreed to work on “prac-
tical and operational measures” to resolve the dispute in
the coming days, Macron’s office said. They were united
on the need for a “de-escalation” with concrete action
to come “as soon as possible”, it said.

There was no immediate comment from Downing
Street. Johnson has been stressing at the G20 that all
sides must focus on the bigger picture of climate
change as he prepares to host more than 120 world
leaders at the COP26 summit from today.

But both the UK and French governments had been
intensifying their angry rhetoric, and France last week
detained a British trawler that was allegedly fishing ille-
gally in its waters. The two sides have also been at log-
gerheads over a nuclear submarine alliance involving
Australia, Britain and the United States, dubbed
AUKUS, that left France in the cold.

France is incensed that Britain and the Channel
Islands of Jersey and Guernsey have not issued some
French boats licenses to fish in their waters since Brexit
took full effect at the start of 2021.

‘Credibility’ 
Paris had vowed that unless more licenses are

approved, it would ban UK boats from unloading their
catches at French ports from tomorrow, and even
impose checks on all products brought to France from
Britain. On Friday, French Prime Minister Jean Castex
said in a leaked letter to von der Leyen that Britain
should be shown “it causes more damage to leave the
EU than to stay in”.

The letter drew a withering response from British
officials, and Johnson warned that London could acti-
vate a Brexit dispute tool for the first time, exposing all
of the EU to potential UK trade measures.

For his part, Macron warned Friday that Britain’s
“credibility” was on the line, accusing London of ignor-
ing the Brexit trade deal agreed with Brussels after
years of tortuous negotiations. “When you spend years
negotiating a treaty and then a few months later you do
the opposite of what was decided on the aspects that
suit you the least, it is not a big sign of your credibility,”
he told the Financial Times. — AFP 
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LE HAVRE, France: The trawler ‘Cornelis-Gert Jan Dumfries’, which is docked in the northern French port of Le Havre as it
waits to be given permission to leave Saturday. — AFP

Burgan Bank receives 
PCI-DSS compliance 
certification for 2nd 
consecutive year 
KUWAIT: Burgan Bank has received the Payment
Card Information Security Standards certification
(PCI-DSS 3.2.1) for the second consecutive year, con-
firming its commitment to comply with the application
of the best global standards to protect its credit cards. 

The PCI-DSS is the highest level of protection
provided to customers, developed by reputed inter-
national organizations such as Visa, MasterCard and
American Express. This certificate, granted by
ControlCase, is awarded to banks that adhere to the
highest international standards ensuring data security
on credit cards and bank payments. ControlCase is
an international company accredited by the Payment
Card Information Security Standards Council and

authorized by Visa International to award PCI-DSS
certification. Burgan Bank’s information security sys-
tems and networks have successfully passed
ControlCase’s extensive testing and the Bank was
certified by merit of adhering to all international
requirements. 

Burgan Bank’s PCI-DSS 3.2.1 second consecutive
certification confirms the Bank’s strong strategic com-

mitment to guarantee the security of its customers’
cards and banking information, in addition to its firm
resilience facing the recent global economic difficulties
and the increasing security threats affecting the digital
financial services industry. This is a testament to the
success of the Bank’s efforts to establish a reliable,
secure and sustainable digital infrastructure. It also
reflects the management’s engagement to adhere to
the highest global standards of cards information
security in order to guarantee the best banking expe-
rience through service quality and security. 

Speaking about this latest certification, Raed
Abdullah Al-Haqhaq, Deputy Group Chief Executive
Officer and Chief Executive Officer - Kuwait, said “As
the banking world is moving towards greater digitiza-
tion and technology adoption, safeguarding cus-
tomers’ data and ensuring utmost privacy of their
information is a top priority. It has become crucial for
financial institutions to ensure the integration of a solid
and reliable cybersecurity infrastructure, as well as its
regular update and enhancement to keep pace with
the industry’s development. At Burgan Bank, we have
firmly embedded this into our business strategy, simul-
taneously uplifting our security framework as we con-
tinue to elevate our customer experience.”

On his part, Andrew Singh, the Group Chief Risk
Officer at Burgan Bank said “At Burgan Bank, we are
always keen to provide our customers with the best
banking experience and to put their needs first.
Therefore, we pay special attention to the protection
and safety of their personal and banking data. The
PCI-DSS 3.2.1 certificate is a testament to our firm
commitment to the internationally recognized stan-
dards that are crucial to the success of our mission of
customer service excellence.”

“Burgan continues to apply a strategic approach
towards adopting the highest international standards
in all its operating procedures. It also keeps integrat-
ing the latest cybersecurity technologies to guarantee
effective and safe systems that deliver seamless and
secure electronic payment services to its customers
locally, regionally, and internationally,” added Singh. 

Burgan Bank has also demonstrated its commitment
to the highest standards of excellence by receiving
three ISO certificates in recognition of its ongoing
efforts, namely, the Information Security Management
System standard certificate (ISO  27001:2013), the IT
Services Management Certificate (ISO  20000:2018)
and the Excellence in Quality Management System
Certificate ISO  9001:2015.  


