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Tunisia’s prestigious Carthage Film
Festival has opened with a screen-
ing of “Lingui”-a movie from Chad

about a teenage girl who seeks an abor-
tion. The festival showcases 57 diverse
films from 45 Arab and African countries,
with screenings not only in cinemas, but
in prisons and military barracks too.
Social issues are a common thread of the
festival, with the opening film Lingui, by
Chadian director Mahamat-Saleh

Haroun, telling the story of a 15-year-old
seeking an abortion in a country where it
is condemned.

Haroun said he was honored to open
the festival Saturday with “a taboo sub-
ject”. “It is a... political choice on the part
of the festival, because it is a sub-
Saharan film, which talks about the rights
of women, in Arab countries and around
the world,” he said. Under the slogan
“Let’s dream, Let’s live”, the festival is

taking place across the capital Tunis this
week, with screenings and talks until
Saturday. The festival is “intended to be a
celebration of art, creativity, cinema and
life”, organizers say, and hopes to explore
“new cinematographic trends in Africa
and the Arab world”.

Entries from Arab nations include films
from Egypt, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and
Yemen, while from sub-Saharan Africa
they include movies from Ghana,

Madagascar, Mali, Somalia and South
Africa. Other films include Egyptian direc-
tor Ali Al-Arabi’s 2021 film “Captains of
Zaatari”, about refugees in Jordan want-
ing to become professional footballers,
and Jessica Beshir ’s 2021 film from
Ethiopia, “Faya Dayi”, of young people’s
dreams under a harsh regime.

The official selection also includes a
documentary by Syrian filmmaker Amel
Al-Zakout, “Purple Sea”, made from

images filmed when she fled Syria and
the boat on which she was travelling sank
off the Greek coast. Veteran Italian pro-
ducer Enzo Porcelli is chair of the jury,
alongside others including Angolan actor
Hoji Fortuna, Egyptian film critic Tareq Al-
Shennawy, Iranian director Ahmad
Bahrami and Haitian director Gessica
Geneus. — AFP 

Director of Tunisia’s Carthage Film Festival Ridha Behi delivers a speech during the opening ceremony of the 32nd edition
of the cinema event in the capital Tunis. — AFP photos

Senegalese director and journalist Baba Diop holds the
Golden Tanit award honoring his professional career.

Egyptian actress Nelly Karim holds her Golden Tanit honor-
ing her professional career.

Tunisian actor Fethi Haddaoui arrives for the opening ceremony. Producers arrive for the opening ceremony of the 32nd edition of the cinema event in the capital Tunis.

US actor Alec Baldwin said Saturday
in his first public comments on his
fatal shooting of cinematographer

Halyna Hutchins with a prop gun on a
movie set that the tragedy was a “one in a
trillion episode.” In footage aired by TMZ,
Baldwin and his wife Hilaria spoke to
reporters who intercepted them in
Manchester, Vermont. The Hollywood star
declined to comment on the investigation
of the shooting on the set of the 19th-cen-
tury Western “Rust” on October 21.

Baldwin has previously tweeted to
express his grief over the tragedy, and
said he is cooperating with police investi-
gating the killing. “She was my family,” he
told the reporters in the footage. “There
are incidental accidents on film sets from
time to time, but nothing like this. This is
a one in a trillion episode.” Calls have
grown since the incident for better control
of weapons on Hollywood sets, and
Baldwin said the effort was “something I
am extremely interested in.” But he could
not say whether he would ever work with
firearms on a set again.

He also said that production on “Rust,”
which was suspended immediately after
the killing, would not resume. Baldwin,
who was a producer as well as the lead
actor in the film, fired a live round from a
Colt .45 during a rehearsal on the set of
“Rust.” The round passed through
Hutchins’ body and struck director Joel
Souza in the shoulder. She died, while he

was treated in hospital for the injury and
released. Baldwin, who had been told by
the film’s assistant director that the gun
was “cold”-meaning it did not have a live
round in the chamber-said he could not
comment on the ongoing investigation.

The assistant director, Dave Halls, has
since told detectives that he did not fully
check the gun before declaring it safe.
Halls was fired as assistant director on a
previous movie for gun safety violations,
that film’s producers said this week.

‘Well-oiled crew’ 
The film’s armorer said in a statement

on Friday that she had “no idea” where
the live round came from. Hannah
Gutierrez-Reed, 24, was responsible for
supplying and keeping weapons safe on
set, ensuring that they were accounted
for at all times and locked away when not
in use. She “never witnessed anyone
shoot live rounds with these guns and nor
would she permit that,” the statement
said. “They were locked up every night
and at lunch and there’s no way a single
one of them was unaccounted for or
being shot by crew members.”

More than a dozen weapons were
being stored in a prop truck on the set,
according to law enforcement documents
seen by AFP on Friday. Gutierrez-Reed
spoke after days of reports suggesting
safety lapses on set. Authorities have
said they do not rule out pressing criminal
charges. Investigators in Santa Fe, where
“Rust” was being made, said they had
seized a cache of ammunition, some of
which they believe was live, and the sher-
iff told reporters there was “some compla-
cency” on set.

Baldwin said that the day he arrived in
Santa Fe he had taken Hutchins and
Souza to dinner. “We were a very, very ...
well-oiled crew shooting a film together
and then this horrible event happened,”
he said. And he described meeting
Hutchins’ widower and son, saying they
were “overwhelmed with grief.”—AFP   

Guns can safely be
used on film sets,
says Matthew
McConaughey

Real guns can safely be used on
movie sets so long as protocols are
followed, US actor Matthew

McConaughey has told AFP in an inter-
view, as calls mount to ban firearms from
filmmaking in the wake of the deadly
“Rust” shooting. Nearly 80,000 people
have signed a petition to permanently
remove firearms from sets after Alec
Baldwin fatally shot a cinematographer
on the New Mexico set of the low-budget
Western last week.

Baldwin fired the Colt .45 during a
rehearsal after being told it was safe, with
the man who handed him the gun later
admitting to police he had not fully
checked it for live rounds. “There’s a
safety protocol, and if it’s followed, it can
be safe on set,” McConaughey said
Thursday in the interview, conducted via

Zoom. The Oscar-winning “Dallas Buyers
Club” actor described the incident as a
“horrible accident that could easily have
not happened.” “I’ve been on many sets
where I’m dealing with firearms. There is
an understood protocol. 

“When any firearm is handed from one
person to another, when it gets on set,
there’s a means of communication. “One
of the beautiful things about how film sets
work-the organization is incredible. And
they missed protocol. Somewhere. I don’t
know if they were in a rush.”  The “Rust”

armorer responsible for weapons on the
film set said Friday she has “no idea” why
there were live rounds present.
Prosecutors have refused to rule out
criminal charges including against
Baldwin, who was a producer on “Rust”
as well as the lead actor.

Baldwin had been told by assistant
director Dave Halls that it was a “cold
gun”-industry lingo for an inert firearm.
While not criticizing Baldwin,
McConaughey said he “personally would
try to always take even more steps” as an
actor using a gun, including checking the
weapon himself. “You hear ‘cold’-now I
want a visual,” said the Texan star. “If you
and I are in a scene together, I need to
give you visual. If it’s a six shooter, do
you see light through all six holes? “Let
me look you in the eye, you confirm, and
you yell it out, ‘cold.’” He added: “You
can’t over-confirm it.”

Advocates of a ban of real firearms on
Hollywood sets say that gunshot effects
such as the loud bang and muzzle flash can
easily be added to fake rubber guns in post-
production with modern technology. “What
do I think about that? I think you should fol-
low protocol. And it should be non-nego-
tiable,” said McConaughey. —AFP

US rapper Fetty Wap was on Friday
charged in a conspiracy to sell hard
drugs including heroin across the

New York area, allegedly acting as a traf-
ficking “redistributor.” The artist also
known as William Junior Maxwell II was
one of six men indicted by prosecutors in
Brooklyn, the US justice department said
in a statement. They are accused of
transporting, distributing and selling more
than 100 kilograms of cocaine, heroin,
fentanyl, and crack cocaine across Long
Island and New Jersey.

Between June 2019 and June 2020,
the defendants allegedly obtained the
drugs on America’s west coast and used

the United States Postal Service and driv-
ers with hidden vehicle compartments to
transport the narcotics to New York. The
substances were then distributed to deal-
ers who sold them on Long Island and in
New Jersey, prosecutors allege. A correc-
tions officer in New Jersey was among
those arrested. “Maxwell was a kilogram-
level redistributor for the trafficking organ-
ization,” the justice department said.

Prosecutors said approximately $1.5

million in cash, 16 kilograms of cocaine,
two kilograms of heroin, numerous fen-
tanyl pills and several guns were discov-
ered during searches. “The fact that we
arrested a chart-topping rap artist and a
corrections officer as part of the conspira-
cy illustrates just how vile the drug trade
has become,” said Michael Driscoll of the
FBI’s New York office. FBI agents arrest-
ed 30-year-old Maxwell on Thursday
afternoon at the Citi Field baseball stadi-
um in Queens where he had been sched-
uled to perform at the Rolling Loud music
festival.

He was due to be arra igned in
court later on Friday. If convicted the
defendants face a maximum of life
imprisonment. Maxwell gained recog-
nit ion when his debut single “Trap
Queen” reached number two in the
US charts in 2015. — AFP 

In this file photo rapper Fetty Wap
arrives for the Clive Davis & The
Recording Academy’s 2016 Pre-
Grammy Gala in Beverly Hills,
California. — AFP 

In this file photo US actor Alec Baldwin attends
DreamWorks Animation’s ‘The Boss Baby:
Family Business’ premiere at SVA Theatre in
New York City. — AFP 


