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Boult stars as Kiwis thrash India
Afghanistan bid farewell to Asghar with victory over Namibia

DUBAI: New Zealand’s Daryl Mitchell watches the ball after playing a shot during the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup cricket match between India and New Zealand at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium yesterday. — AFP 

DUBAI: Trent Boult led an inspired bowling attack 
as New Zealand thrashed Twenty20 World Cup 
favorites India by eight wickets yesterday to leave 
Virat Kohli’s men facing a desperate struggle to 
reach the semi-finals. Boult and leg-spinner Ish 
Sodhi shared five wickets between them to restrict 
India to 110 for seven after being invited to bat first 
in the Super 12 clash in Dubai.  

Skipper Kane Williamson and Daryl Mitchell, 
who made 49, put 72 runs for the second wicket as 
the Kiwis romped home in 14.3 overs and hand 
India their second straight loss of the tournament. 
Jasprit Bumrah denied Mitchell his maiden fifty but 
the wicket proved a minor blemish for the Kiwis, 
who bounced back from their opening loss to group 
toppers Pakistan. 

India, who lost their first Super 12 match to 
Pakistan by 10 wickets, remain in danger of slipping 
out of the race for the semi-finals. Boult dismissed 
Ishan Kishan for four and nearly had Rohit Sharma 
on the next ball but Adam Milne dropped an easy 
catch at fine leg. Milne, who replaced Tim Seifert as 
the only change in the New Zealand team from their 
opening loss to Pakistan, then gave away 15 runs 
from his first over with Sharma hitting the fast 
bowler for a four and a six.  

But the New Zealand pace bowlers kept coming 
at the Indian batsmen as Tim Southee got KL Rahul 
walking back for 18 with another pull shot that found 

the fielder. Sharma fell to Sodhi for 14, this time giv-
ing away a catch to long-on where Guptill made no 
mistake. Sodhi dismissed Kohli for nine after the 
captain mistimed a shot to be caught at long on and 
walked back to stunned silence at a stadium packed 
with Indian fans. Hardik Pandya, who made 23, and 
Ravindra Jadeja, 26 not out, put up some resistance 
with a partnership of 24 that was broken by Boult 
who struck twice in his final over. 

Mohammed Shami, the only Muslim player in the 
India team, walked in to loud cheers after being 
mercilessly trolled following the 10-wicket defeat to 
Pakistan. Jadeja hit two fours and one six in his 19-
ball stay. In reply, Martin Guptill started on an 
attacking note to smash three boundaries before 
falling to Bumrah who returned figures of 2-19. 
Mitchell took on the Indian bowlers as he hit left-
arm spinner Jadeja for a six and then got another 
shot over the fence to bring up New Zealand’s fifty 
in the seventh over. He departed with New Zealand 
needing 15 and Devon Conway joined Williamson to 
complete the formalities. 

 
Afghanistan beat Namibia  

Earlier, Afghanistan bid an emotional farewell to 
former captain Asghar Afghan by beating Namibia 
by 62 runs in the T20 World Cup in Abu Dhabi yes-
terday. Asghar scored 31 as Afghanistan batted first 
and made 160-5. Afghanistan’s seamers then took 

eight wickets as they restricted Namibia to 98-9. 
Hamid Hassan, making his first T20 international 
appearance in five years, and Naveen-ul-Haq both 
took three wickets. 

Naveen was named player of the match but pre-
sented his award to Asghar. “He was the best cap-
tain Afghanistan has produced,” he said. “I want to 
dedicate this man of the match in his last match. We 
will miss him a lot.” Speaking after the first innings, 
an emotional Asghar discussed his decision to retire 
mid-tournament in an on-field interview saying he 
had made the choice after Friday’s loss to regional 
rivals Pakistan. 

“From the last match we were hurt too much and 
that is why I decided to leave the stage,” he said. 
“It’s very difficult to explain, but I had to retire. I 
wanted to give a chance to the youngsters,” he said. 
Asghar skippered Afghanistan over all three formats 
of cricket. He played six Tests, 114 one-day interna-
tionals and this was his 75th Twenty20 international 
in a career spread over 12 years. The current cap-
tain Mohammad Nabi said after the game that he 
had not been able to change Asghar’s mind. 

Nabi won the toss and again bucked the trend at 
the World Cup by opting to bat first. Mohammad 
Shahzad gave Afghanistan a fast start with 45 off 33 
balls including two sixes. After he holed out at deep 
square leg off JJ Smit, opening partner Hazratullah 
Zazai accelerated, smashing a pair of sixes in his 33. 

Leg-spinner Jan Nicol Loftie-Eaton dismissed 
Rahmanullah Gurbaz and Najibullah Zadran cheaply 
to briefly slow batting momentum. Play briefly halt-
ed when Asghar came in to bat and Namibia greet-
ed him by lining up and applauding. Asghar hit a 
brisk 31 off 23 balls with three fours and a six. 

 
‘Good seamers’  

After Ruben Trumpelmann dismissed the 33-
year-old with the last ball of the 19th over, there 
was another pause as Namibian players ran across 
the field to shake hands as he walked off. Nabi 
bashed an unbeaten 32 off 17 balls with one six and 
five fours, the last off the final ball to take his team 
to 160. Trumpelmann took two wickets for 34 runs 
in his four overs while Loftie-Eaton gave up just 21 
runs as he took two wickets. 

Afghanistan had made one change to the team 
that lost to Pakistan, recalling Hamid Hassan for a 
first appearance in five years in place of injured 
spinner Mujeeb Ur Rahman. The change paid off 
as, for once, Afghanistan’s seamers did the dam-
age. Naveen removed both openers, Craig 
Will iams and Michael van Lingen to reduce 
Namibia to 16-2. He later removed Jan Frylinck to 
finish with 3-26. As Namibia struggled to recover 
from their poor start, Hamid dismissed captain 
Gerhard Erasmus with a yorker, JJ Smit and top 
scorer David Wiese, who made 26. — AFP 

MILAN: Joaquin Correa’s slick second-half 
double earned Inter Milan a 2-0 win over 
Udinese in Serie A yesterday to consolidate 
the defending champions’ hold on third place. 
The Argentina international joined Inter on 
loan from Lazio in August and made an imme-
diate impact, scoring twice on his debut 
against Verona. He repeated the feat, after 
missing three games this season through 
injury, against Udinese, who reached the inter-
val having survived a seven-shot onslaught 
from Inter midfielder Nicolo Barella, and a 
goalmouth scramble. 

“Things weren’t going well for me in the 
first half today, but I never stop trying,” 
Correa told Sky Sport Italia. “Now we have 
to continue along this path, because every-
one in the team wants the same thing,” he 
added. Correa finally got the breakthrough 
goal on the hour, running through afer Ivan 
Perisic’s dummy to sidestep Udinese centre 
back Bram Nuytinck and shoot inside the 
near post. 

The visitors should have been further 
behind when Eden Dzeko was allowed a free 
run with Udinese assuming, mistakenly, he was 

offside only for goalkeeper Marco Silvestri to 
save the point-blank shot. Correa doubled up 
on the 68th minute, blasting the ball into the 
roof of the net with Denzel Dumfries provid-
ing a neat assist from the right. 

Inter held on but only after their keeper 
and captain Samir Handanovic tipped a shot 
from Gerard Deulofeu over the bar, with the 
Spanish forward then having a goal disallowed 
for offside eight minutes from time. Simone 
Inzaghi’s side moved to within four points of 

leaders Napoli, who are at Salernitana, and 
AC Milan, who face Roma, later in the day. 

Udinese extended their winless run to 
eight matches. Elsewhere yesterday, Serbia 
attacker Dusan Vlahovic scored a hat-trick to 
take his goal tally for the season to 10 in 12 
games as Fiorentina beat Spezia 3-0. Genoa 
and Venezia drew 0-0 while Polish midfielder 
Szymon Zurkowski opened his account for the 
campaign with a 92nd minute winner to help 
Empoli edge Sassuolo 2-1. — AFP  

Correa at the  
double as Inter  
down Udinese 

MILAN: Udinese’s Danish defender Jens Stryger Larsen clears a ball under pressure from 
Inter Milan’s Bosnian forward Edin Dzeko during an Italian Serie A match at the San Siro 
stadium yesterday. — AFP 

MADRID: Yannick Carrasco’s 
bl istering str ike set  Atlet ico 
Madrid on the way to a 3-0 victo-
ry over Real Betis in La Liga yes-
terday, keeping the reigning cham-
pions within two points of  the 
leaders. Belgium’s Carrasco ham-
mered in the opening goal at the 
Wanda Metropolitano on 26 min-
utes before Betis defender German 
Pezzella bizarrely headed a corner 
into his own net in the second half. 

Joao Felix came off the bench to 
wrap up just a second win in five 
outings for Atletico, who moved 
above Betis and stayed in touch 
with Real Madrid, Sevilla and Real 
Sociedad, all level on 24 points. 
Real Sociedad, who have lost only 
one of their opening 11 games, host 
Basque rivals Athletic Bilbao later 
yesterday. 

Atletico goalkeeper Jan Oblak 
palmed away a powerful  ear ly 
attempt from William Carvalho, but 
the hosts quickly asserted their 
dominance as Jose Gimenez and 

Antoine Griezmann forced stops 
from Claudio Bravo. Carrasco 
made the breakthrough, collecting 
a pass from Angel  Correa and 
twist ing past  Mart in Montoya 
before rifling the ball into the roof 
of the net. 

Mario Hermoso saw his header 
ruled out for offside after half-time 
in torrential rain, with Stefan Savic 
nodding straight at Bravo who then 
saved well from Luis Suarez. But 
from the resulting corner Pezzella 
gifted Atletico a second goal when 
he badly miscued his attempted 
clearance. 

Betis had won their last three 
league matches and a victory would 
move them level at the top, but 
instead Atletico began a key few 
days that includes a trip to 
Liverpool on Wednesday with an 
assured display. Felix raced onto a 
through ball in the final 10 minutes 
to seal the points and the goal was 
upheld upon review after initially 
being disallowed for offside. — AFP  

Carrasco helps fire 
Atletico past Real Betis


