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US blacklists Zionist spyware firm 
 
WASHINGTON: US authorities yesterday put 
the Zionist maker of the Pegasus spyware on a 
list of restricted companies, taking aim at soft-
ware central to a scandal over surveillance of 
journalists and officials. The company, NSO, 
was engulfed in controversy over reports that 
tens of thousands of human rights activists, 
journalists, politicians and business executives 
worldwide were listed as potential targets of its 
Pegasus software. — AFP 

Facebook ends facial recognition 
 
SAN FRANCISCO: Scandal-hit Facebook is 
shutting down its long-criticized facial recogni-
tion system and deleting scan data on a billion 
people, it said Tuesday, in a shock response to 
privacy concerns. This policy change shuts 
down a feature that automatically identified 
people who appeared in Facebook users’ digital 
photos, and was key to the company building a 
global library of faces that became a magnet for 
controversy. — AFP (See Page 8)

Covaxin jab gets WHO nod 
 
GENEVA: The World Health Organization said 
yesterday it had issued an emergency use list-
ing for Covaxin, a vaccine against COVID-19 
produced by India’s Bharat Biotech. Found to 
have 78 percent efficacy after two doses spread 
over four weeks, the vaccine “is extremely suit-
able for low- and middle-income countries due 
to easy storage requirements,” the UN body 
said in a statement. — AFP

Iran stops US seizing tanker  
 
TEHRAN: Iran said yesterday it had thwarted 
an attempt by the US navy to seize a tanker in 
the Sea of Oman carrying its oil, state television 
reported. “The United States stopped a tanker 
exporting Iranian oil and transferred its cargo 
to another tanker which it directed towards an 
unknown destination. The naval arm of Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards then captured the tanker 
with air support”. — AFP 

MP targets minister with  
questions over 60+ expats

By B Izzak 
  
KUWAIT: Opposition MP Fares Al-Otaibi yesterday 
asked Minister of Commerce and Industry Abdullah 
Al-Salman, who is also Chairman of the Public 
Authority for Manpower, about why he refused to 
implement a decision regarding residents aged 60 
and above after it was voted on twice by the authori-
ty’s board. Last year, PAM issued a decision banning 
the renewal of residencies of expats older than 60 
who do not hold university degrees. 

The decision came under fire from MPs and human 
rights bodies and activists, who demanded the revo-
cation of the decision. In his questions, Otaibi asked 
the minister to provide him with a list of people 
affected by the decision, including their nationality 
and profession. He also demanded the minutes of the 
meetings of the PAM board regarding the issue. He 
also asked the minister about the legal justification for 
refusing to sign on decisions by the authority board. 

The lawmaker inquired if at one of the meetings, 
the chamber of commerce, the labor union and several 
government sides agreed that all expats affected by 
the decision should pay KD 2,000 annually to be 
exempted from the ban. He inquired about the sums 
that the state would have collected if the decision was 

implemented. Another opposition MP earlier this 
week filed to grill the minister for refusing to imple-
ment the decision and for ordering a probe into the 
director of PAM for “illegally issuing the decision”. 

The government’s legal body, the Fatwa and 
Legislation Department, last month ruled that the 
decision breaches the constitution and called for 
abolishing it. However, the authority has so far not 
scrapped the decision, apparently waiting for legal 
clarification of the ruling. Close to 90,000 expats 
have reportedly been affected by the decision. 

Meanwhile, the interior ministry began receiving 
requests for business and family visas at the start of 

the week after a pause due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, but security sources said the decision does not 
include citizens from seven countries: Iraq, Yemen, 
Iran, Syria, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sudan. The 
abovementioned nationalities are not granted busi-
ness, work or family visas without the approval of the 
interior minister, Al-Rai Arabic daily reported yester-
day, quoting the anonymous sources.  

Residency departments are receiving applications 
for entry and family visas, but applicants must meet 
the conditions to enter the country according to inte-
rior ministry rules and health protocols. The sources 
said the ports and passports department is granting 
tourist visas to holders of passports who do not need 
a pre-issued visa and usually receive it upon arrival to 
the country, but for now such visas are only issued 
online through the interior ministry website after 
uploading the required documents and coronavirus 
vaccination certificate. 

Opposition MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari yester-
day submitted a draft law calling to bar the min-
istries of defense and interior from imposing securi-
ty restrictions on people without a court decision. 
He said that the actions of the two ministries violate 
the constitution because they penalize people with-
out convicting them. 

Interior minister’s approval needed for visas for seven nationalities

KUWAIT: The health ministry announced yester-
day that it has increased the capacity of weekly 
PCR tests to 47,000 at the ministry’s healthcare 
centers. The ministry’s public health department 
director Dr Fahad Al-Ghimlas told KUNA that the 
ministry worked on increasing the number of pri-
mary health centers that test for COVID-19 to 
reach 12 around the country.  

Furthermore, Dr Ghimlas said in addition to the 
12 primary healthcare centers, the Jaber Causeway 
drive-in station boosted total PCR tests to 33,000 
weekly. He added the Subhan drive-through PCR 
station and Jaber Hospital have a capacity of 
14,000 weekly tests. Dr Ghimlas pointed out that 
the ministry is working hard to ease the process 
for students by providing appointments during the 
week for PCR tests through its website. — KUNA

Fares Al-Otaibi Abdullah Al-Salman

Capacity of 47,000  
weekly PCR tests  
at health centers

This handout photo taken and received yesterday 
shows four-year-old Cleo Smith recovering in a hos-
pital after she was found “alive and well”. — AFP 

CHANTILLY, Virginia: Virginia Republican gubernatorial candidate Glenn 
Youngkin shoots an autographed basketball into the crowd at an election 
night rally on Tuesday. — AFP 

PERTH: A four-year-old Australian girl abducted 
from a campsite 18 days ago was discovered “alive 
and well” during a raid on a locked house yesterday, 
telling her shocked and elated rescuers: “My name 
is Cleo.” Cleo Smith disappeared from her family’s 
tent in remote Western Australia last month, spark-
ing a frantic air, sea and ground search involving 
100 officers and scores of volunteers. 

Many feared the search would end in tragedy, but 
after a night raid on a home in the coastal town of 
Carnarvon - just a short drive from where she disap-

peared - police announced the little girl had been 
found alone, but alive. “One of the guys jumped in 
front of me and picked her up,” said detective 
Cameron Blaine, one of the four rescuers who entered 
the house around 1:00 am (1700 GMT Tuesday). 

Blaine said that after the initial shock he asked 
the little girl her name three times before receiving 
her electrifying response: “My name is Cleo.” Police 
admitted “seasoned detectives” were “openly cry-
ing with relief” at the discovery and when Cleo was 
reunited with her parents at a hospital a short time 
later. Her mother Ellie took to social media to 
express her relief. “Our family is whole again,” she 
posted on Instagram under a photo of Cleo. 

Police later released an image of the beaming 
youngster on a hospital bed holding an ice pop, 
waving and smiling. Officers said she was in good 
spir i ts  and bouncing around l ike “a l i t t le 
Energizer bunny”.  
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girl found alive  
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PARIS: Scientists have identified a gene mutation 
that affects the brain’s ability to sense a body’s nutri-
tion and can impact childhood growth and delay 
puberty, a study said yesterday. Average human 
height has increased over time with greater access 

to food. By identifying the gene responsible for the 
brain receptor known as MC3R, scientists may have 
uncovered one of the reasons behind this trend. 

Analyzing data from 500,000 participants in the 
UK Biobank biomedical research database, they 
identified a few thousand carrying rare natural 
mutations in the gene responsible for MC3R recep-
tors. The study published in Nature shows those 
individuals were on average shorter and hit puberty 
later than people without the mutation. 

“MC3R deficiency is... associated with reduced 
childhood growth, adult height and lean mass” the 
study concludes, noting that the effects are greater 

the more severe the dysfunction. Previous studies had 
shown that mutation in genes responsible for brain 
receptors known as MC4R lead to obesity in humans. 

While studies in mice had suggested MC3R 
played a role in development, it was not clear how 
this worked in humans. “Analysis of the MC3R gene 
should become part of the routine genetic analysis 
of patients with delayed puberty, short stature,” the 
study says. It concludes that medically stimulating 
MC3R receptors might be a potential treatment for 
delayed puberty, short stature and a condition asso-
ciated with chronic illness that affects muscle mass 
known as sarcopenia. — AFP  

Gene mutation  
can slow child  
growth, puberty

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden returned from Europe yesterday 
to a firestorm over a humiliating elec-
toral defeat for his Democratic Party - 
already riven with fractures that threat-
en to tank his sweeping domestic 
reforms in Congress. Amid Biden’s 
nosediving approval ratings and frus-
tration over his stalled economic agen-
da, a Republican red wave swept over 

the eastern United States Tuesday, from 
Virginia Beach to Staten Island. 

Republicans pulled off a decisive 
upset in the gubernatorial election in 
otherwise blue-trending Virginia, with 
newcomer Glenn Youngkin beating 
favored Democrat Terry McAuliffe, 
while Democratic control of the gover-
nor’s mansion in New Jersey hung by a 
thread. Hours before the polls closed, 
Biden had voiced confidence about the 
votes in the Old Dominion and Garden 
states, rejecting suggestions in any case 
that they were a verdict on his presi-
dency. “I’ve not seen any evidence that 
whether or not I am doing well or 
poorly, whether or not I’ve got my 
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