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Acting Prime Minister affirms 
strong ties between Kuwait, EU

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah 
affirmed yesterday the strong ties between Kuwait 
and the European Union, saying that both sides were 
seeking more cooperation and mutual work. This 
press statement came during the visit of Sven Simon, 
head of the delegation of the European Parliament’s 
Delegation for Relations with the Arab Peninsula on 
their official visit to Kuwait. 

Sheikh Hamad praised the European Parliament’s 
continuous efforts in cooperating with the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries in fields of 
common interest. He recalled the EU’s stance during 
the Iraqi invasion in 1990 and their efforts in liberat-
ing Kuwait. Meanwhile, Dr Simon expressed his and 
the delegation’s delight during their visit and the par-
liament’s appreciation of Kuwait’s democratic history 
and their role internationally and in the region. EU 

Ambassador to Kuwait Cristian Tudor and other EU 
officials attended the meeting. 

In the meantime, National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem also received yesterday at his 
office the European Parliament’s Delegation for 
Relations with the Arab Peninsula. During the meet-
ing, the two sides discussed several parliamentary 
topics, ways of enhancing cooperation, and latest 
regional and international developments. Several 

members of the European delegation and Kuwait’s 
parliament attended the meeting. 

The European Parliament Delegation for Relations 
with the Arab Peninsula arrived in Kuwait yesterday 
for an official visit, with the aim to strengthen the 
Kuwaiti-European partnership on the parliamentary 
level, in addition to the field of achieving green and 
digital transition. The delegation is set to take part in 
the 10th EP-Kuwait inter-parliamentary meeting.

Speaker receives European Parliament delegation

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-
Ali Al-Sabah meets Sven Simon, head of the delegation of the European 
Parliament’s Delegation for Relations with the Arab Peninsula. — KUNA photos

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets members of the European Parliament’s Delegation for Relations with the 
Arab Peninsula.

KUWAIT: The heads of the three authorities held 
a meeting at Seif Palace yesterday for the fourth 
time in as many days, upon His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s 
directives. The meeting included Speaker of the 

National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem, 
President of the Supreme Court and Chairman of 
the Court of Cassation Justice Ahmad Al-Ajeel, and 
Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Three authorities’ heads meet again

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, President of the Supreme Court and 
Chairman of the Court of Cassation Justice Ahmad Al-Ajeel, and Acting Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah meet at Seif Palace yesterday. — Amiri Diwan photo
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“It’s very rare. It’s something we all hoped in 

our hearts, and it’s come true,” police deputy 
commissioner Col Blanch said. A 36-year-old local 
man has been detained and is said to be assisting 
with enquiries. He was expected to be charged 
later yesterday. 

Ellie Smith had earlier described her distress at 
waking at 6:00 am to find the family’s tent unzipped 
and her oldest daughter missing. Her public pleas 
for help bringing Cleo home had prompted an out-
pouring of support from across Australia. After the 
news broke, the usually quiet streets of Carnarvon, 
which boasts a population of about 4,500, were 
quickly filled with pink balloons and “welcome 
back” signs. 

“There were tears in the eyes of many around 
town today. We are all so excited and happy, every-
one just wanted Cleo back with her parents,” 
Carnarvon resident Julee Nelson told AFP. “It has 
been a very painful period... everyone will be cele-
brating long and hard today. It’s all quite beautiful.” 
Carnarvon Shire president Eddie Smith said the 
town, renowned for its banana plantations, had ral-

lied together to help with the search. “We are a 
strong little community and this has strengthened 
the bond amongst residents,” he told AFP. “I 
couldn’t be prouder.” 

State premier Mark McGowan expressed ela-
tion at receiving the news overnight. He first 
received a call at 1:38 am, but sheepishly admitted: 
“I didn’t answer it, I was asleep.” Still, within a few 
hours, he had received the “lovely” image of the 
girl smiling from a hospital bed. “There will be 
movies made about this,” he said. “You never know 
what to expect, you hope for the best, but you 
prepare for the worst. It’s great to provide the 
country with positive news.” 

While police used human intelligence, surveil-
lance footage and forensic analysis to find the girl, 
scores of volunteers scoured nearby bushland for 
clues. Police last month had offered Aus$1 million 
(US$750,000) reward for information leading to 
Cleo’s recovery after she was feared abducted from 
the remote Blowholes campsite - about 1,000 km 
north of Perth - on Oct 16. 

It is believed the abduction was unplanned and 
“opportunistic”. The suspect was not on a local list 
of sex offenders and only became a person of inter-
est a day ago. Premier McGowan paid tribute to the 
family. “Ellie and Jack, Cleo’s parents, they have 
been through a lot in the last 18 days, terrible trau-
ma, some vicious attacks, and some, no doubt, very 
trying and sad times. To them, and all of our 
thoughts go to them.” —  AFP 

4-year-old Aussie  
girl found alive...
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agenda passed or not, is going to have any real 

impact on winning and losing,” the president told 
reporters. Yet a split screen moment highlighted his 
differing fortunes at home and abroad, as he returned 
to Washington just as Youngkin was delivering his 
victory speech in Richmond. 

Biden, who campaigned as a centrist but has 
governed to the left, faces a thorny path to the 
November 2022 midterms as he plays peacemaker 
between the increasingly polarized Democratic fac-
tions he has failed to bring together. The president 
offered bold action on the climate in Glasgow, but 
the lack of tangible progress in Washington on his 
environmental goals reverberated through COP26, 
underscoring the damage being inflicted on his 
agenda by months of infighting. 

Amid record-shattering turnout, Youngkin 
squashed McAuliffe’s comeback by leveraging par-
ents’ fears over a public school curriculum they con-
sider too liberal and growing frustration with Biden, 
who swept the state by 10 points only a year ago. 
Democrats have privately been warning for weeks 
that a McAuliffe loss could spook moderates already 
skittish about the expansive scale of Biden’s two-
pronged $3-trillion plan to transform infrastructure 
and enlarge the social safety net. 

Tuesday’s bad news is likely to set off a backlash 
from the so-called Mod Squad to perceptions that 
Biden is allowing progressives to pull the party too 
far left, and encourage a perception that the party 
doesn’t know how to pass legislation. For progres-
sives, it was a tiny cabal of centrist Democrats who 
sunk McAuliffe by blocking provisions for childcare, 

prescription drug reform and paid family leave from 
Biden’s Build Back Better social spending bill, the 
second pillar of his economic vision. 

In reality, Congress had nothing to do with per-
haps the most damaging gaffe of McAuliffe’s cam-
paign, when he said at a Sept 29 debate with 
Youngkin: “I don’t think parents should be telling 
schools what they should teach.” The remark became 
a rallying cry for conservatives bitter over mask man-
dates in schools and misled by the false Republican 
notion that “critical race theory” was being taught to 
their children. 

The latest polling by Gallup puts Biden’s approval 
just under 43 percent - the second-lowest of any US 
leader at this stage of their first term since the 1950s, 
after Donald Trump. The president will attempt to 
use electoral humiliation as a wake-up call to spur 
the rank-and-file in Congress into action - but 
whether Democrats have genuinely learned lessons 
remains to be seen. 

The statements coming out of the party in the 
aftermath of defeat were notable for their lack of 
introspection, with McAuliffe finally talking up the 
local issues that were never really part of his mes-
sage during an election he tried to make a referen-
dum on Trump. Meanwhile, Democratic National 
Committee chairman Jaime Harrison acknowledged 
that McAuliffe and his running mates “came up 
short”, but offered no analysis on the reasons. 

Peter Loge, a public affairs professor at George 
Washington University, offered a crumb of consola-
tion to those fearing the death of the party, pointing 
out that the Virginia governor’s election almost 
always serves as voters’ first opportunity to cudgel 
the party of the new president. “What I do think the 
White House has to do now is go to Democrats in 
Congress and other Democrats around the country 
and say, look, here are the details of the votes,” Loge 
said. “Here’s what voters were telling us... Let’s focus 
on what matters - and that’s families, that’s schools, 
that’s jobs, that’s inflation.” — AFP 

Biden returns  
home to face...

WASHINGTON: China is expanding its nuclear arsenal 
much more quickly than anticipated, narrowing the gap 
with the United States, the Pentagon said in a report 
published yesterday. China could have 700 deliverable 
nuclear warheads by 2027, and could top 1,000 by 2030 
- an arsenal two-and-a-half times the size of what the 
Pentagon predicted only a year ago, according to the 
report. The People’s Republic of China (PRC) “is invest-
ing in, and expanding, the number of its land-, sea-, and 
air-based nuclear delivery platforms and constructing 
the infrastructure necessary to support this major 
expansion of its nuclear forces. The assessment came in 
the US Department of Defense’s annual report to 
Congress on Chinese military developments. 

Like the United States and Russia, the two leading 
nuclear powers, China is building a “nuclear triad,” capa-
bilities to deliver nuclear weapons from land-based bal-
listic missiles, from missiles launched from the air, and 
from submarines, it said. The report said China is likely 
not seeking a capability to launch an unprovoked nuclear 
strike on a nuclear-armed adversary - primarily the 
United States - but wanted to deter attacks from others 
by maintaining a credible threat of nuclear retaliation. 

A year ago, the Pentagon’s China report said the 
country had about 200 deliverable warheads and would 
double that by 2030. Independent researchers have in 
recent months published satellite photographs of new 
nuclear missile silos in western China. The acceleration 
“is very concerning to us,” a US defense official said. It 
“raises questions about their intentions,” the official said, 
calling for more transparency from Beijing over its 
nuclear force development. 

 
Main US rival  

The Pentagon has declared China its principal securi-
ty concern for the future, as Beijing undertakes to build 
the People’s Liberation Army into “world-class forces” 
by 2049, according to its official plan. China is expand-

ing its air, space and sea forces with the aim of project-
ing its power globally, much as the United States military 
has for decades. The rivalry has increased concerns 
about a possible clash between the US and China, espe-
cially over Taiwan, which China claims as its territory but 
which is closely supported by the Untied States. 

The new US report said China’s swift military mod-
ernization aims to have the capability by 2027 to over-
come any pushback to an effort to reclaim Taiwan, by 
pressure or military force. By 2027, the report says, 
China aims to have “the capabilities to counter the US 
military in the Indo-Pacific region, and compel Taiwan’s 
leadership to the negotiation table on Beijing’s terms.” 

 
October 2020 crisis  

The report confirmed news stories in recent months 
saying that in October 2020 Pentagon officials were 
forced to quell real concerns in Beijing that the United 
States, driven by domestic political tensions related to 
the presidential election, intended to instigate a conflict 
with China in the South China Sea. Underscoring its 
fears, the PLA had issued intensified warnings in state-
controlled media, launched large scale military exercises, 
expanded deployments and put troops on heightened 
readiness, the report said. 

After senior Pentagon officials moved to directly 
speak to Chinese counterparts, the concerns eased and a 
Chinese defense spokesman announced publicly that the 
United States in fact did not plan to trigger a crisis. 
“These events highlighted the potential for misunder-
standing and miscalculation, and underscored the impor-
tance of effective and timely communication,” the report 
said. The report also questioned the PLA’s intent in bio-
logical research into substances that potentially have 
both medical and military uses. “Studies conducted at 
PRC military medical institutions discussed identifying, 
testing, and characterizing diverse families of potent tox-
ins with dual-use applications,” the report said, raising 
concerns over compliance with global biological and 
chemical weapons treaties. 

Such concerns have echoed since early 2020 after the 
COVID-19 pandemic erupted first in the area of a 
Chinese biological research laboratory with PLA con-
nections in Hunan. The Chinese have denied the lab had 
anything to do with the COVID outbreak, but have limit-
ed access to it from investigators. — AFP  

China expanding  
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