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ROME: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (center) speaks with US President Joe Biden (2nd left) and British Prime Minister Boris Johnson (2nd right) during the G20 leaders’ summit in Rome on October 30, 2021. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s cyber police yesterday 
launched a legal probe into “baseless” social media 
posts speculating about President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan’s health. In a statement, the police said they 
were investigating 30 people who used or retweeted 
the hashtag #olmus (#heisdead), which became a 
top trending topic of Turkish Twitter.  

Underscoring the government’s sensitivity about 
the posts, Erdogan’s communications director 
Fahrettin Altun tweeted a short clip yesterday show-
ing the Turkish leader walking out of his official car 
along a turquoise carpet. “Trust to friends, fear to 
enemies,” Altun wrote. Rumors about the health of 
Erdogan, 67, have been swirling for years, with one 
of his doctors going on record in 2011 to deny that 
the Turkish leader had cancer. 

In 2011, Erdogan, then prime minister, underwent 
laparoscopic gastrointestinal surgery, and has been 
walking more gingerly ever since. Erdogan was last 
seen in public on Sunday, when he met US President 
Joe Biden on the sidelines of the G20 summit in 
Rome. He then cancelled his planned attendance at 
the COP26 climate conference in Glasgow citing a 

dispute over the security protocol. The latest wave 
of speculation appears to have been prompted by 
Erdogan’s failure to attend a ceremony of his ruling 
party, which yesterday celebrated the 19th anniver-
sary of its rise to power. 

Meanwhile, Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said on Monday 
he had cancelled his 
planned attendance at the 
COP26 climate confer-
ence in Glasgow because 
of a dispute over the 
security protocol. 
Erdogan had been due to 
travel to Scotland after 
holding a crunch meeting 
with US President Joe Biden on the sidelines of the 
G20 summit in Rome. 

But he told reporters on board his flight back to 
Turkey that the Glasgow event organizers had 
failed to address his delegation’s security concerns. 
“When our demands were not met, we gave up on 

going to Glasgow,” the Anadolu state news agency 
quoted Erdogan as saying. “This was not only 
about our own security, but also about the reputa-
tion of our country.” A report by the Middle East 
Eye website cites Turkish sources as saying that 

organizers had put a limit 
on the size of Erdogan’s 
travelling delegation. 

COP26 organizers 
issued no immediate 
comment. Turkey’s parlia-
ment this year finally rati-
fied the Paris climate 
agreement and Erdogan 
has been stressing his 
concern for environmen-
tal issues ahead of a gen-

eral election due within the next two years. 
 His failure to attend comes with tensions 

between Turkey and its main Western allies fraying 
on multiple fronts. The Biden meeting almost fell 
through because Erdogan last month threatened to 
expel 10 Western ambassadors over their joint state-

ment in support of a jailed civil society leader. 
Erdogan dropped his threat after the embassies 

issued public statements reaffirming their commit-
ment not to meddle in Turkey’s domestic affairs. A 
senior US administration official said Biden “made 
clear his desire (to Erdogan) to have constructive 
relations with Turkey and to find an effective way 
to manage our disagreements”. Relations have 
been further complicated by Turkey’s purchase of 
a Russian air defense system and US backing for a 
Kurdish militia in Syria that Ankara views as a ter-
ror threat. 

The Russian purchase has complicated military 
cooperation between the two key members of the 
NATO defense alliance. Biden told Erdogan in Rome 
that his request for a large new shipment of F-16 
fighter jets could meet resistance in Congress 
because of concerns about Turkish human rights. 
But Erdogan told reporters on Monday that he felt 
reassured after discussing the F-16s order with 
Biden. “We talked about the F-16 deliveries. I did not 
feel like they had a negative attitude about it,” 
Erdogan was quoted as saying — AFP 

Erdogan’s health! Turkey probes tweets 
Erdogan skips Glasgow climate summit over ‘security’

‘Trust to  
friends, fear 
to enemies’

NEW YORK: Ex-cop Eric Adams, who fought 
racial discrimination within the police, was 
elected New York’s next mayor on Tuesday and 
will become just the second African American 
to lead the United States’ largest city. He will 
take office in January, tasked with steering the 
metropolis’s economic recovery after the pan-
demic, which has killed more than 34,000 resi-
dents and closed hundreds of thousands of 
businesses. Adams’s win caps a remarkable rise 
from his beginnings in poverty, which included 
running errands for a gang as a teenager 
before a beating by police officers spurred his 
determination to join the NYPD and reform it 
from the inside. 

“Tonight I have accomplished my dream and 
with all my heart I’m going to remove the barri-
ers that are preventing you from accomplishing 
yours,” the 61-year-old centrist Democrat told 
cheering supporters at his victory party in 
Brooklyn. Adams had been the overwhelming 
favorite to defeat Republican rival and volun-
teer crime fighter Curtis Sliwa in the liberal-vot-
ing bastion where registered Democrats out-
number Republicans by seven to one. 

US TV networks including NBC and CBS 
called the race shortly after polls closed at 
09:00 pm (0100 GMT Wednesday). Early 
unofficial results released by New York City’s 
Board of Elections suggested that Adams 
would win more than 70 percent of the votes 
and Sliwa, a 67-year-old right-wing radio host 
and founder of the Guardian Angels crime pre-
vention group, quickly conceded. Being New 
York’s mayor is often described as the most 
difficult job in the United States after president. 

Adams, who credits veganism with revers-
ing his 2016 diabetes diagnosis, will succeed 
unpopular progressive Bill de Blasio, whose 

second and last term ends on December 31. As 
mayor for more than eight million people, he 
will oversee America’s largest municipal budget 
and its biggest police force and public school 
system. The moderate defeated progressive 
rivals in June’s Democratic primary by pledging 
to crack down on violent crime that soared 
during the pandemic. He promised to tackle 
wealth inequalities and reform the education 
system, as well. 

Adams will also have to grapple with a 
severe lack of affordable housing, the effects of 
more extreme weather events on New York’s 
creaking infrastructure and†violent chaos at the 
notorious Rikers Island prison. “If you don’t 
educate you will incarcerate and we don’t want 
to incarcerate our young people,” he said in his 
victory speech. One of his trickiest balancing 
acts will be trying to reform police practices 
while keeping onside a heavily unionized force 
that feels it has been underappreciated during 
the de Blasio era. Adams opposes defunding 
the police and has not called for†higher taxes 
for wealthy residents, putting him at odds with 
the American left. 

Police reform 
Born in 1960, Adams was raised in a large 

family living in a working-class neighborhood 
of Queens. His mother was a cleaner, and his 
father was a butcher. When he was 15, he was 
repeatedly kicked in the groin by two NYPD 
officers after they arrested him for criminal 
trespassing. That sparked his determination 
to join the NYPD and he entered the force in 
the mid-1980s, serving 22 years and rising to 
become a captain. 

In 1995, he co-founded “100 Blacks in 
Law Enforcement Who Care,” an advocacy 
group designed to fight against racism in the 
police and that still exists today. In 2006, 
Adams retired and won election to the New 
York State Senate. He served until 2013, when 
he was elected Brooklyn borough president, 
providing a springboard for his mayoral 
ambitions. Adams will become New York’s 
110th mayor. Its first Black mayor, David 
Dinkins, served from 1990 to 1993 - nearly 30 
years ago. “I’m overwhelmed. This time is 
overdue,” said Adams voter Jakwan Rivers, 
who is Black. — AFP 

NY elects ex-cop  
Adams as second  
ever Black mayor

NEW YORK: New York City Democratic Mayor-elect Eric Adams gestures to supporters during 
his 2021 election victory night party at the Brooklyn Marriott in New York City.  — AFP 

VIRGINIA: The Republican candidate 
pulled off a stunning upset to win the 
governor’s mansion in the US state of 
Virginia yesterday, US television net-
works projected, in a race seen as an 
early verdict on President Joe Biden’s 
first year in office. Newcomer Glenn 
Youngkin was 2.7 points ahead of 
Democrat Terry McAuliffe in the neck-
and-neck tussle shortly after midnight, 
with more than 95 percent of the vote 
counted, prompting NBC, CNN and 
ABC to call the election for the 
Republican. A harbinger of the parties’ 
prospects in next year’s midterm elec-
tions, the race was initially expected to 
be a comfortable Democratic win but 
instead became a toss-up in the closing 
days of the campaign. 

A private equity multi-millionaire 
who has never run for office defeating 
a former popular Democratic gover-
nor will be seen as a disaster for 
Biden going into the all-important 
2022 races that will determine who 
controls Congress. “All right Virginia-
we won this thing! How much fun!” 
Youngkin, who poured at least $20 
million of his own fortune into the 
race, told cheering fans after dancing 
onstage to Norman Greenbaum’s 
1969 hit “Spirit in the Sky.” 

Calling his victory a “defining 
moment,” he told the crowd: “Together, 
we will change the trajectory of this 
commonwealth. And friends, we are 
going to start that transformation on 
day one.” The election, a neck-and-
neck tussle for weeks, resonated 
nationwide as a proxy war between 
Biden and former president Donald 

Trump, who gave Youngkin his early 
backing. Youngkin’s campaign will now 
likely become a blueprint for 
Republicans across the country as they 
strategize on how to leverage Trump’s 
base while avoiding becoming tainted 
by his toxic brand among moderates in 
the midterms. 

The Democratic faithful had badly 
wanted the race to be a referendum on 
Trump but in reality he had little to do 
with the campaign and was never likely 
to prove the galvanizing nemesis they 
had hoped for. Early in the campaign, 
Youngkin accepted Trump’s endorse-
ment and steered clear of criticizing 
the twice-impeached former president. 
But he also pointedly avoided standing 
next to the Republican leader, who is 
seen as beyond the pale among inde-
pendents in much of Virginia, or pre-
senting himself as a Trump acolyte. 
McAuliffe’s loss will also almost cer-
tainly spook moderates on Capitol Hill 
and drive some away from supporting 
Biden’s stalled $3 trillion vision for 
remaking the economy. 

The long delays on passing prom-
ised social welfare and infrastructure 
packages are an echo of 2009-10, when 
the Democrats suffered big losses amid 
gridlock in Washington. Elections were 
also being held in multiple other states, 
with voters overwhelmingly backing 
Democrat Eric Adams for mayor of 
New York and Democratic New Jersey 
Governor Phil Murphy just behind in a 
surprisingly close reelection battle he 
was nevertheless expected to win. But 
Virginia is where the battle lines had 
been most visibly drawn. — AFP 

Republican wins a tight 
election in bellwether Virginia 


