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Al-Reem Biosphere Reserve is one of major reserves in Qatar and the Middle East

Al-Reem Biosphere Reserve,
northwest Qatar, covers around
10 percent of Qatar’s total land

area and has distinctive formations
alongside the western coast, making it
one of the largest and most important
nature reserves in the Middle East.
The reserve, which has verdant
areas, is recognized under UNESC’s
Man and the Biosphere Program in
2007. The desert landscapes are
home to gazelles and Arabian oryx,
among other wildlife. — KUNA 

Aerial view of a giant inflatable rubber duck designed by Dutch artist Florentijn Hofman on a lake at the family park in Santiago. — AFP 
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Dutch museum
opens entire
collection in
‘world first’
Normally museums exhibit only a

small proportion of their collec-
tions, but the Boijmans Van

Beuningen gallery in Rotterdam will this
week become the first in the world to
show off the lot. Housed in a huge mir-
rored, bowl-shaped depot attached to
the museum in the Dutch port city, its
collection of 151,000 artworks by artists

including Vincent van Gogh and Claude
Monet will be accessible to visitors from
Saturday. Dutch King Willem-Alexander
will formally open the depot on Friday.

“It is the only fully accessible depot,
public depot that is open in the world,”
museum director Sjarel Ex told AFP as
media toured the building on Tuesday
ahead of the opening. “What happens
here is that you do not follow the script
that was written by a curator... you see
things by coincidence, and you feel that
you are discovering things and that you
connect things.” Normally, only some six
to ten percent of collections at major
museums around the world like the
Boijmans Van Beuningen are on display,
the rest kept in closed storage depots,
said Ex. That will now change for the
Rotterdam institution-and visitors will
even able to watch works being
restored.

“If you do not show the works, and

people stop talking about and thinking
about an art work, it is very likely that it
sinks into oblivion-out of sight out of
heart,” he said. The project-whose cost
of around 92 million euros has mainly
been covered by private donations-fea-
tures five different temperature zones for
different types of artworks. The ware-
house was originally created to solve a
very Dutch problem-the likelihood of
flooding in a low-lying country where a
third of the land sits below sea level. The
old cellars below the museum were
liable to let in water, making them unsuit-
able for storage. “Every building is a
moment in time, so this celebrates for
sure the climate,” said its architect, Winy
Maas. “Why? Because it’s the raison
d’Ítre of this building-the former archives
were under water. It was flooding, so we
have to bring it up.”— AFP

The winner of Britain’s prestigious
Booker Prize will be announced
yesterday from a diverse shortlist

of novels covering topics from South
African apartheid to female pilots and
social media. This year’s finalists vying
for the prize at a ceremony in London
from 1915 GMT include books by
authors from South Africa, Britain, Sri
Lanka and the United States.

South African playwright Damon
Galgut, 57, is tipped to win with his nov-
el “The Promise” about a white family
with a farm outside Pretoria. Covering
the late apartheid era through to Jacob
Zuma’s presidency, the book shows the
family’s growing disintegration as the
country emerges into democracy. The
New Yorker called it “remarkable”, while
South Africa’s Sunday Times said “it’s
astonishing how much history Galgut
packs into this short novel”.

The prize, whose previous recipients
include Salman Rushdie, Margaret
Atwood and Hilary Mantel, is one of the
leading literary awards for novels written
in English. The winner receives a
£50,000 ($68,000) prize as well as a
career-changing boost in sales and pub-
lic profile.

Galgut is one of two previously short-
listed authors, along with US writer
Richard Powers, 64, whose novel
“Bewilderment” is about an astrobiolo-
gist struggling to cope with his young
son’s behavioral problems. Another US
writer, Patricia Lockwood, 39, was nomi-

nated for her debut novel, “No One Is
Talking About This,” featuring a 30-
something obsessed with social media
who has to deal with a shocking medical
diagnosis. Other books look back at
20th-century history.

Sri Lankan writer Anuk
Arudpragasam, 33, in his second novel,
“A Passage North”, focuses on the trau-
matic legacy of the country’s almost
three-decade civil war that ended in
2009. “The Fortune Men”, by British-
Somali author Nadifa Mohamed, 40, is
based on the true story of a Somali
sailor wrongly convicted of murder in
Cardiff’s multicultural port in the 1950s.
“Great Circle”, by US novelist Maggie
Shipstead, 38, tells the story of a fiction-
al female pilot hoping to fly around the
globe pole-to-pole, interwoven with first-
person narrative from a Hollywood star-
let playing her role.

This year’s televised ceremony at the
BBC’s Broadcasting House in London
will be attended by all the shortlisted
authors, after COVID restrictions led to
video appearances last year. The cere-
mony will include a pre-recorded conver-
sation between Camilla, Duchess of
Cornwall and a long-term Booker advo-
cate, and last year’s laureate Douglas
Stuart, 45, about how winning the prize
for his novel “Shuggie Bain” has affected
his life. — AFP
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Al-Reem Biosphere Reserve offers suitable habitat for birds


