
NAIROBI: The slum-dwelling schoolboys batting in
the nets in Nairobi are at the heart of an effort to res-
cue Kenyan cricket from a seemingly endless slump,
dogged by poor performances, governance issues
and political wrangles.

After the heroics in South Africa in 2003, when
Kenya became the first non-Test nation to reach the
semi-finals of the World Cup, the country’s cricket
went into free fall, with little sign of recovery. But
three brothers — all former international cricketers
— are mounting a fightback by ploughing their earn-
ings into a training academy aimed at rebuilding the
sport in Kenya from the
ground up.

Founded by ex-Kenyan
opener Kennedy Otieno
and his brothers David
and Collins Obuya in
2006, the Obuya Cricket
Academy (OCA) offers
training to youngsters
from low-income neigh-
borhoods. It hopes to dis-
cover the next Steve
Tikolo, the former captain
and batting star of 2003, and revive their national
team’s flagging fortunes.

“Youth development is at the heart of cricket, and
our focus was to open the doors for underprivileged
children... to play the game to the highest level and
keep hope alive,” said David Obuya, an ex-Kenya
wicketkeeper. “The response has been tremendous,”
said Obuya, who is Cricket Kenya’s head coach, with
dozens of students aged between five- and 19-years
old training daily at the academy located in Nairobi’s
upmarket Lavington suburb.

Many parents were happy to sign their children
up for lessons, especially when the academy offered
to pay their school fees and provide free lunches.
Despite financial constraints, OCA has slowly grown,
fielding a team in the Nairobi Provincial Cricket
Association (NPCA) Super League since 2019.

The academy has also served as a breeding
ground for recruitment by other clubs. “As a family
we have found this very satisfying since we are able
to inspire the next generation of Kenyan cricket play-
ers,” Obuya told AFP.

‘Breathe cricket’
The league itself has

received help from an unex-
pected quarter, with NCPA
teams recruiting players
from India. The move
harkens back to the 1980s
and 1990s when Kenyan
cricket benefited from the
presence of Indian sports-
men who signed with clubs
in Nairobi to improve their
chances of selection in the

national squads back home. They included Ashuman
Gaekwad and Sandeep Patil who went on to play for
India, with Patil returning to Nairobi in 2003 to
coach Kenya and take them to the World Cup semi-
finals. “These are people who worship and breathe
cricket,” NPCA chief Kanti Rabadia told AFP. “What
they bring to the game is discipline and professional-
ism that is lacking with the local players.”

Currently Indian left-hander Pushkar Sharma, the
skipper at Ruaraka Sports Club is tipped to finish as
the highest run-scorer of the season in the NCPA

league. The former Mumbai Under-16 cricket captain
is eligible to play for Kenya after living in the country
for six years. “My goal (is) to play for Kenya and help
revive the game of cricket,” Sharma told kenya-crick-
et.com last month.

‘ Hidden talent’
Back at OCA, former wicketkeeper Otieno said

more needed to be done to encourage young
Kenyans to pick up a bat. “Kenya is a country of 50
million people. If you get only five percent to play
cricket, you will have achieved what you set out to
achieve and give the sport a national outlook,” he

said. “Unless we spread the game to counties (out-
side Nairobi) you wouldn’t see that growth. The tal-
ent is hidden there.”

Meanwhile Cricket Kenya struggles to clean up its
act, following its sharp decline over the last two
decades due to administrative malpractice and inter-
nal strife. Otieno’s young charges are determined to
pull off a miracle comeback. “When I joined I had no
idea I would still be here, and even playing in the
Super League,” said teenage all-rounder Ken
Mwangi, who started training at OCA when he was
just six and is now one of its rising stars. “My dream
is to play for Kenya in the future.” — AFP
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From slums to nets: Kenyan
cricket’s comeback pitch

NAIROBI: A Stray Lions cricket team bowler delivers a ball to a batsman for the Obuya Cricket Academy
during a Nairobi Provincial Cricket Association tournament at the Lenana school grounds in Nairobi on
October 3, 2021. —AFP

Academy hopes to discover talent from low-income neighborhoods

Men’s skeet, trap
training starts at
Crown Prince tourney
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Shooting Tournament
continues today with the start of official training in
the men’s skeet and trap, as well as the 50-meter rifle
competitions. Meanwhile, the official archery training
will take place later in the afternoon. Official contests
for the women’s 10-meter air pistol and rifle will also
take place today.

In the meantime, the junior’s finals in the 10-
meter pistol and rifle were held at Kuwait Shooting
Sport Club’s Jahra branch. Faisal Kamel Minwer
won first place in the 10m pistol competition, while
Bandar Fahad Al-Ghazi finished second and Fahad
Torky Hussein third. Abdallah Musaed came first in
the 10m rifle contest, followed by Muath Fahad
Abdelaziz who came second and Torky Mubarak
who finished third.

Kuwait Shooting Sport Club Assistant Treasurer

Adnan Nasser Al-Ibrahim said the shooting commu-
nity appreciates HH the Crown Prince’s support of
the club and shooters, as well as having one of the
most important tournaments in his name. He said that
the number of shooters in the tournament is around
300; 150 of whom will compete in the shotgun event,
100 in the pistol and rifle and 50 in archery. 

Acting technical shotgun Director Mishfi Al-
Mutairi said in the meantime that the plan is set for

the shotgun event, noting that ranges are ready and
arrangements are made with the referees’s commit-
tee for timings of the preliminaries and finals.
Meanwhile, Technical Director of the Pistol and Rifle
Division at the Club Abdallah Al-Barakat said prelim-
inaries and junior’s contests in the air pistol and rifle
were carried out at KSSC Jahra branch. He said all
the ranges are now ready and the tournament is
moving according to plan.

KUWAIT: Participants in the junior’s 10-meter pistol and rifle contest of HH the Crown Prince Shooting
Tournament pose for a group photo after the final held at Kuwait Shooting Sport Club’s Jahra branch.

Ex-All Black
Hayman diagnosed
with dementia at 41
WELLINGTON: Former All Blacks prop Carl
Hayman revealed yesterday he has early-onset
dementia aged just 41 and has joined a concus-
sion legal action launched by ex-players against
rugby authorities. Hayman, who earned 45 Test
caps and played extensively in Europe after
international retirement in 2007, said he sought
medical advice after experiencing memory loss,
confusion and suicidal thoughts.

“I spent several years thinking I was going
crazy, at one point that’s genuinely what I
thought,” he told New Zealand sports website
The Bounce. “It was the constant headaches
and all these things going on that I couldn’t
understand.” Hayman said tests showed he had
early-onset dementia and probable chronic
traumatic encephalopathy — a neurodegenera-
tive disease. The diagnosis prompted him to
join a lawsuit brought by similarly affected for-
mer players, including England’s Steve
Thompson and Alix Popham of Wales, against
the sport’s governing bodies.

The basis of the players’ claim is that World
Rugby and other authorities failed to provide
sufficient protection when the risks of concus-
sion and sub-concussive injuries were “known
and foreseeable”. Hayman said one reason for
joining the legal action was to force fundamen-
tal changes to the game to minimize the risk of
head injuries.

“(I) hope that the players of the future don’t
fall into the same trap that I did, that they’re not
treated like an object and are looked after bet-
ter,” he said. “These younger aspiring players
need to know what they’re getting into and there
needs to be more support and better monitoring
around head injuries and workloads.”

Hayman was part of the legendary Toulon
side that won three consecutive European Cups
from 2013-15. He retired after the third title but
began to abuse alcohol, displaying anxiety and
anger issues, resulting in a 2019 conviction in
France for domestic violence against his ex-wife.
“I was in a deep, dark place and unfortunately I
will have to carry that with me forever,” he said.

All Blacks assistant coach John Plumtree
expressed sympathy for Hayman, saying rugby’s
laws had been changed to protect the head and
ensure there were fewer concussions. “We’ve
got a responsibility to make sure the game is
safe and that parents want their kids to play,” he
told reporters. —AFP

Lowry, Heat too 
hot for Mavericks
LOS ANGELES: Kyle Lowry put on an exhibition of
three-point shooting as the Miami Heat outgunned
Luka Doncic and the Dallas Mavericks 125-110 on the
road in Texas on Tuesday. Miami star Lowry made six
of nine from three-point range to finish with 22 points
as the Heat improved to 6-1 to move to the top of the
Eastern Conference.

Lowry’s virtuoso performance from beyond the arc
was complemented by impressive performances from
Tyler Herro, who finished with 25 points, while Jimmy
Butler had 23 points and Bam Adebayo 22. The
Mavericks meanwhile battled to stay in touch
throughout thanks largely to Doncic, who finished
with 33 points. Jalen Brunson chipped in with a gutsy
25-point haul while Tim Hardaway Jr. added 17 points.
But despite Doncic’s heroics, the win went to the Heat
and Lowry, who delivered his best performance since
joining Miami from Toronto in August.

Lowry said afterwards his arrival in Florida after
nearly a decade in Toronto had been an easy transi-
tion. “It’s been pretty smooth,” Lowry said. “Our
coaching staff and Spo (head coach Erik Spoelstra
have let me go out there and do things and they’ve
adjusted to me. And it’s easy when you’re playing with
guys like P.J. (Tucker), Jimmy (Butler) and Markieff
(Morris). We’ve got a good group out there who can
mix and match and do everything. It’s just fun. It’s just
about being professional and working hard.”

Dallas had taken a 30-24 lead in the first quarter
but Miami seized control of the game in the second,
outscoring the Mavs 46-32 to take a lead they never

relinquished before pulling away for the win.

Bucks halt streak
In other games Tuesday, Giannis Antetokounmpo

finished with 28 points, nine assists and eight rebounds
as the Milwaukee Bucks ended their three-game losing
streak with a 117-89 road win over the Detroit Pistons.
The Pistons, who are propping up the Eastern
Conference standings with a 1-6 record, never looked
like claiming a second win of the season after the NBA
champion Bucks took the lead early in the first quarter.

Milwaukee, playing without Khris Middleton who
tested positive for COVID-19 earlier Tuesday, surged
into a 57-39 lead at half-time and cruised through the
third to lead by 28 points heading into the final quar-
ter. Bucks coach Mike Budenholzer praised the defen-
sive contribution of Antetokounmpo, who had four
blocks and pulled down eight defensive rebounds.
“We needed this,” Budenholzer said. “I thought
(Giannis) set the tone defensively. It felt like he was
everywhere.” Jordan Nwora and Pat Connaughton
had 16 points each while Bobby Portis finished with 12
points and Justin Robinson 11 for the Bucks, who
improved to 4-4 with the victory. Jerami Grant led
Detroit’s scorers with 21 points.

In Los Angeles, LeBron James, Anthony Davis and
Russell Westbrook combined for 84 points as the
Lakers came from behind to defeat the Houston
Rockets 119-117 at the Staples Center. The Lakers
labored to get on top for much of the game against a
Houston team languishing near the foot of the Western
Conference standings with a 1-6 record.

The Rockets led by 11 points early in the third quar-
ter but were gradually reeled in the Lakers in the
fourth quarter before James reeled off 10 straight
points to turn a 97-94 deficit into a 104-100 Lakers

lead. The Lakers looked to have locked up victory
after a James jump-shot and two free throws from
Davis put them 118-111 ahead with 45 seconds
remaining. But two three-pointers from Jalen Green
narrowed the deficit to 118-117 to set up a nervy finale.
Malik Monk’s free throw but the Lakers 119-117 ahead
and Houston’s Kevin Porter missed an attempted three
on the buzzer as Los Angeles held on for the win. The
Lakers improved to 5-3 with the win, moving them
into third place in the West behind leaders Utah (6-1)
and second place Golden State (5-1). — AFP

DALLAS: Kyle Lowry #7 of the Miami Heat dribbles
the ball against the Dallas Mavericks on Tuesday at
the American Airlines Center in Dallas, Texas. — AFP

Carl Hayman

Kobe Bryant chopper
crash victim families
win $2.5m over photos
LOS ANGELES: Relatives of people who perished
in the helicopter crash that killed Kobe Bryant will
receive $2.5 million in compensation over graphic
photos of the accident that were snapped surrepti-
tiously by sheriff’s deputies and firefighters. The
settlement, agreed Tuesday by Los Angeles County,
does not apply to the widow of the NBA legend,

who is also suing over those unauthorized pictures.
Los Angeles Lakers star Bryant, his 13-year-old

daughter Gianna and seven others died in the crash
in hills near Los Angeles in January 2020. The only
people authorized to take pictures of the scene
were investigators from the National Transportation
Safety Board and the coroner’s office. But it
emerged that deputies and firefighters working for
Los Angeles County also took pictures on their
phones and shared them with others.

Families of the victims sued the county for emo-
tional trauma. Matthew Mauser, whose wife
Christine died in the accident, will receive $1.25 mil-
lion. Siblings JJ Altobelli and Alexis Altobelli, whose
mother, father and sister were killed, will share

another $1.25 million. Bryant’s widow Vanessa has
also sued Los Angeles County, alleging that she and
her family suffered emotional distress over the pic-
tures. That lawsuit continues. An investigation into
the crash found the pilot had probably become dis-
orientated after flying the Sikorsky S-76 into clouds.

Bryant is widely recognized as one of the great-
est basketball players ever, a figure who became the
face of his sport during a glittering two decades
with the Lakers. He was a five-time NBA champion
in a career that began in 1996 straight out of high
school and lasted until his retirement in 2016. He
was also a two-time Olympic gold medalist, helping
spark the US squad of NBA stars to titles in 2008 in
Beijing and 2012 in London. — AFP


