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HOUSTON: Manager Brian Snitker #43 of the Atlanta Braves hoists the commissioner’s trophy following the team’s 7-0 victory against the Houston Astros in Game Six to win the 2021 World Series at Minute Maid Park on 
Tuesday in Houston, Texas. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Max Fried hurled six shutout 
innings and Jorge Soler smashed a towering home 
run as the Atlanta Braves captured their first World 
Series since 1995 with a 7-0 rout of the Houston 
Astros on Tuesday. Starting pitcher Fried put on a 
clinic in game six striking out six batters for the 
Braves, who wrapped up the best-of-seven series 
four games to two in front of a crowd of 42,060 at 
Minute Maid Park in Texas. 

“I had to dig deep,” said the lefthander Fried. “I 
knew how much they believed in me and I just had to 
go out there and give it one more outing. I couldn’t be 
happier to do it with this group of guys.” Fried got 
plenty of support from the Braves’ batters, who 
scored most of their runs on Tuesday via the long ball. 

Cuba’s Soler was the biggest contributor on 
offence and was named MVP of the 2021 World 
Series. The veteran outfielder, whom the Braves 
acquired at the Major League Baseball trade dead-
line, hit his third go-ahead home run of the series. 

The designated hitter clobbered a 446-foot three 
run homer out of the ballpark in the third, Dansby 
Swanson belted a two-run shot two innings later to 
give the Braves a commanding 5-0 lead and Freddie 
Freeman had a solo shot in the seventh to round out 
the scoring. Closer Will Smith got Astros batter Yuli 
Gurriel to ground out to shortstop Swanson for the 

final out, sparking a wild celebration on the field. 
While the 27-year-old Fried rebounded from a 

pair of subpar performances in his two previous 
outings, the Astros couldn’t overcome their pitching 
woes, which included a patchwork of relievers com-
ing on after an early exit by rookie starter Luis 
Garcia. 

“It’s one of those dream come true moments,” 
Fried said. “You dream 
about it happening and 
especially being able to 
come back and redeem 
myself after game two. At 
the end of the day I was 
just trying to win a ball 
game for these guys. I 
couldn’t be happier for this 
group.” 

The Braves jumped out 
to a big lead early for the 
second straight game. They hit a grand slam in the 
first inning of game five but couldn’t hold onto the 
lead. This time there was no letdown as Fried and 
his two relievers, Tyler Matzek and Smith, held the 
powerful Houston batters in check and the Braves 
won their second championship since the franchise 
moved to Atlanta in 1966. 

“We’ve been waiting for a championship in this 
city for a long time and I’m glad we delivered it,” 
said Freeman. There was drama from the opening 
inning as Fried escaped an injury, while having to 
work his way out of an early jam. The Astros had 
runners on second and third when Fried struck out 
Gurriel to end the inning. 

One of those stranded runners was Michael 
Brantley who reached 
first base safely despite 
missing the bag and 
stomping on the right 
ankle of Fried, who was 
not hurt. The Braves did 
not challenge the call 
but replays showed 
they could have. 

In the third inning, 
Soler’s monster homer 
with two outs to left 

field also scored Eddie Rosario and Ozzie Albies. 
Soler’s shot sailed so far that it cleared the wall and 
landed on the street outside the Houston stadium. 

It was Soler’s third home run of this World 
Series, tying him with three others for the most 
by a Braves’ player, including Hank Aaron who 
did it in 1957. The others are Ryan Klesko in 

1995 and Lonnie Smith in 1991. 
 

Soler power 
Soler’s blast chased Astros starter Garcia from 

the mound. The rookie righthander was pitching on 
just three days rest so manager Dusty Baker wasted 
no time giving him the hook. In two and two thirds 
innings, Garcia allowed three runs on two hits and 
struck out three. 

The Braves added three more runs in the fifth 
inning, including Swanson’s two run homer to left 
field that scored Albies for his second run of the 
game. First baseman Freeman made it 6-0 with a 
double to deep centre field which scored Soler, who 
reached base on a walk. Freeman added another 
home run in the seventh to make it 7-0. “I still have 
some unfinished business. I love these guys over 
here,” said Astros Baker. 

The World Series triumph completed a remark-
able turnaround for Atlanta, who were 52-55 on 
August 1 and seemingly out of contention for a 
playoff place after a season disrupted by injuries to 
key personnel. “Every single kind of thing that could 
go wrong, went wrong, and we overcame every sin-
gle one of those things,” Freeman said. “This group 
came every single day and worked and worked and 
worked, and now we’re world champions.” — AFP 

Braves overpower Astros to win World Series
Max effort as Atlanta secure first title since 1995
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2021 World 
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NEW DELHI: Former captain 
Rahul Dravid was appointed head 
coach of the Indian men’s cricket 
team yesterday, replacing the highly 
successful Ravi Shastri, the BCCI 
national cricket board said. “Rahul 
has had an illustrious playing career 
and is one of the greats of the 
game... I am hopeful that his new 
stint will take Indian cricket to new 
heights,” Sourav Ganguly, president 
of the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India, said in a statement announcing 
the appointment. 

Dravid, 48, will take charge from 
the upcoming home series against 
New Zealand later this month. 
Shastri’s departure at the end of the 
ongoing T20 World Cup - at which 
India’s hopes of qualifying for the 
semi-finals are far from certain - had 
already been announced. As a bats-
man Dravid was famous for his clas-
sical style and rock solid defense, 
earning the nickname “Mr 
Dependable”. 

He scored 
13,288 runs in 
164 Tests, sec-
ond only to 
the legendary 
S a c h i n 
Tendulkar for 
India and 
fourth overall 
in the world 
r a n k i n g s . 
Dravid, for-
merly head coach of India A and the 
under-19s, called his appointment 
“an absolute honor”. “Having worked 
closely with most of the boys either 
at NCA, U19 and India A setup, I 
know they have the passion and 
desire to improve every day,” he said 
in the statement. “With two World 
Cups scheduled to take place in the 
next two years, it is important to 
have a seamless transition, and the 
former India captain is the right man 
for the job,” said Jay Shah, BCCI 
honorary secretary. — AFP 
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ABU DHABI: Rohit Sharma smashed 74 
and Ravichandran Ashwin returned figures 
of 2-14 as India hammered Afghanistan by 
66 runs to stay alive at the Twenty20 World 
Cup yesterday. Sharma and KL Rahul, who 
made 69, put on 140 runs for the opening 
wicket to guide India to an imposing 210 for 
two after being invited to bat first in a must-
win Super 12 match in Abu Dhabi after los-
ing their opening two games.  

In reply, Afghanistan finished on 144 for 
seven with Karim Janat unbeaten on 42. 
They remain in the hunt for a semi-final spot 
along with New Zealand and India with 
Pakistan having already qualified. Earlier, 
Martin Guptill hit 93 and became only the 
second man to pass 3,000 Twenty20 
International runs as New Zealand defeated 
Scotland by 16 runs at the World Cup yes-
terday. New Zealand made 172-5 before 
Scotland battled to a respectable 156-5 off 
their 20 overs. The Kiwis’ second win in 
three matches in the Super 12 stage kept 
them on course for the semi-finals. 

Put into bat, 35-year-old opener Guptill 
put on 105 for the fourth wicket with Glenn 

Phillips. Guptill made his runs off 56 balls 
with six fours and seven sixes. His first six 
off Alasdair Evans in the sixth over allowed 
him to pass 3,000 runs in the format, second 
only to India captain Virat Kohli. Phillips 
made a steady 33 off 37 balls before he was 
dismissed by Brad Wheal. 

The Scottish bowler also accounted for a 
weary Guptill off the next ball of the 19th 
over as the opener attempted to cart him 
over long on. Guptill now has 3,069 runs in 
T20 Internationals while Kohli leads the way 
on 3,225. Despite taking two wickets in two 
balls, Wheal conceded 40 runs off his four 

overs. New Zealand, who earned their first 
points of the tournament with an eight-
wicket mauling of India last time out, hit 35 
from the first four overs, 24 of those off 
Wheal. 

But Safyaan Sharif then sent back 
Daryl Mitchell for 13 and, four balls later, 
claimed the key wicket of skipper Kane 
Williamson for nought. At the midway 
point, the Black Caps were 70-3 before 
Guptill completed his 18th T20 half centu-
ry off 35 balls with another six, his 150th 
in the format. Sharif was the pick of the 
Scottish bowlers with 2-28. — AFP 

India thrash  
Afghanistan

ABU DHABI: India’s captain Virat Kohli gestures to Afghanistan’s Rahmanullah Gurbaz 
during the ICC men’s Twenty20 World Cup cricket match at the Sheikh Zayed Cricket 
Stadium yesterday. — AFP 


