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KUWAIT: A high-level panel assigned by HH
the Amir to set out conditions for political ac-
tivists to be pardoned by HH the Amir, yesterday
submitted its first report to HH the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, a signal
that the amnesty decree is imminent.

HH the Amir yesterday received the panel
members; National Assembly Speaker Marzouq
Al-Ghanem, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Sabah and head of the Supreme
Judicial Council Ahmad Al-Ajeel. No details
were published about the meeting or the report.

But prominent MP Obaid Al-Wasmi, who
played an active role in a national dialogue that
led to the Amiri pardon, immediately posted a
picture showing him with the three members of
the panel and two senior advisors of HH the Amir
and wrote on his Twitter account: “Dear Kuwaiti
people ... Smile”. He gave no further details.

Ghanem posted the same picture on his Twitter
account and wrote “be optimistic about good
things”.

The speaker later told reporters in the assem-
bly that the panel submitted the report and rec-
ommendations they unanimously reached.
“Things are now in the hands of the Amir” he
said. He added that there will be more reports as
more cases of convicts will be discussed.

“I was honored today, along with the heads
of the judicial and executive authorities, with a
meeting with His Highness the Amir to present
the report, including the recommendations, to
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf,” Ghanem
said. He indicated other reports concerning
“crucial and complex” issues would be delivered
to His Highness the Amir after “studying them,”
indicating that these matters could not be exam-
ined in a short period of time.

His Highness the Amir has decided to use his
constitutional right as stipulated in the Provision

75 of Kuwait Constitution, Ghanem announced,
indicating that His Highness Sheikh Nawaf ad-
dressed him and his two colleagues as well as
present advisers during the meeting, also noting
that His Highness Sheikh Nawaf listened to ex-
planations regarding the relevant proposals.

The parliament speaker has re-affirmed that
His Highness the Amir solely enjoys the power to
issue such an amnesty in such cases. Moreover,
Ghanem expressed gratitude to His Highness the
Amir, hoped that the Kuwaiti people would be
satisfied with the work he had done with his col-
leagues whom he thanked along with the consult-
ants who had expressed their views during the
meeting, in addition to the MPs who were helpful
in the mission too.

Two weeks ago, HH the Amir invoked article
75 of the constitution which gives him the sole
authority to pardon certain people or reduce
their jail terms and assigned the committee to set
the rules for the pardon. This came after several

sessions of national dialogue called by HH the
Amir and included the prime minister, the assem-
bly speaker and three opposition lawmakers.

Although nothing was announced about the
outcome of the national dialogue, some people
who took part said that all issues of national in-
terest were discussed. It is highly expected that
HH the Amir will pardon dozens of mostly oppo-
sition activists who had been convicted of
charges deemed offensive to the Amir and some
Arab leaders. Scores of them are currently in jail
serving their sentences.

It is also expected to include about a dozen
senior former opposition MPs and activists
who have been living in exile in Turkey for over
three years to escape jail terms passed against
them for storming the national assembly build-
ing following an anti-corruption protest late
2011. They include former prominent MPs
Mussallam Al-Barrak, Faisal Al-Muslim, Jamaan
Al-Harbash and others.
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KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah and head of the Supreme Judicial Council Ahmad Al-Ajeel. — Amiri Diwan photo

Kuwaiti authority sees
nationwide afforestation
‘unavoidable’
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Public Authority for Agriculture Affairs and
Fish Resources (PAAAFR) said yesterday tree-growing is un-
equivocally essential for expanding green cover across residential
areas and around vital facilities nationwide. Over the last decades,
the authority has thus launched several projects mainly aiming at
countrywide stimulating and spurring afforestation, just as part
of a relevant state policy and blueprint. Tree-planting contributes
to clearing the atmosphere, halting deforestation and degraded
land and rehabilitating the environment that has been affected by
various factors, primarily human impacts and pollution, it added.
The authority is using new types of plants and trees in order to
stop or even ease dust-laden storms and sandy winds nationwide,
PAAAFR said in a statement to the press.

Afforestation also helps in cutting temperature, slashing wind
speed and precluding environment pollution, given the fact that
trees produce oxygen and clean the air, it said. Furthermore, it

leads to the protection of birds, animals and insects, including mi-
gratory ones, especially endangered species, it added. In fact, ac-
cording to the authority, tree-growing has contributed to creating
a green strip spanning from north and west Kuwait to south in the
context of a state drive to improve environmental conditions in
the country. For instance, Al-Omarya Nursery, which was estab-
lished in 1955 as the country’s first-ever nursery, provides all sorts
of plants and trees in a bid to encourage countrywide planting.
On green projects in Al-Jahra Governorate, it said that a forest of
tamarisk plants, which are used as ornamental shrubs, windbreaks,
and shade trees, was created in 1965, noting that a planting proj-
ect in northwest Al-Jahra included the growing of as many as
40,000 trees.

In spite of the dearth of environment components, scorching
sunrays, scarcity of rainwater and lack of permanent solutions to
relevant problems, a spring camping project (Saad Al-Abdullah
and Jaber Al-Ahmad) has been carried out by planting roughly
40,000 and 14,000 plants in two phases. Placed along north of
Al-Jahra Road, the project, which was created in 1969, covers a
total of 5,700 sq km and is home to 72,000 types of plants and
seeds. Al-Sulaibiya Project was established in 1968 on an area of
5,000 sq km along the Sixth Ring Road, and is home to 50,000
species. Spanning on 150 sq km, Al-Wafra Project was established
in 1998 in order to provide a green cover acting as a windbreak

in Al-Wafra. As many as 32,000 plants were grown there. Fur-
thermore, a planting project was set up behind Kuwait Interna-
tional Airport on a coverage of 350 sq km and initially included
70,000 trees and 20,000 more plans were later grown. Moreover,
several other afforestation projects were carried out in different
areas in Kuwait, where thousands of various trees were planted
for the same purpose.

The authority said in its statement that its cooperation with
other state concerned bodies has produced joint projects aiming
at revamping the agricultural sector and rehabilitating the envi-
ronment in the country. In this context, the authority noted that
the Middle East Green Initiative was launched in March with a
view to growing 50 billion trees and boosting forests in the Mid-
dle East region. The importance of reversing the effects of climate
change is tangible across the Middle East and North Africa, where
the impact of rising temperatures is already affecting livelihoods
and opportunities. 

The initiative is mainly meant to plant 50 billion trees across
the Middle East (including 10 billion at home in Saudi Arabia),
through afforestation, restore an area equivalent to 200 million
hectares of degraded land reducing 2.5 percent of global car-
bon levels, and contribute to reducing carbon emissions result-
ing from hydrocarbon production in the region by more than
60 percent. — KUNA

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
speaks in a press conference yesterday.


