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Kuwait residents over 60 can renew
visas for KD 500 fee, insurance

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower
yesterday allowed expats aged 60 and over and
who hold a secondary certificate or less to
renew their residence permits provided they pay
an annual fee of KD 500 in addition to paying
for health insurance.

The decision means
that the Authority has
scrapped a controversial
decision it issued last
year to ban elderly ex-
pats, who spent most of
their life in Kuwait, from
renewing residence per-
mits meaning they must
leave the country. 

The government legal
department, the Fatwa
and Legislation Department, last month ruled
that the decision breaches the constitution and
called for abolishing it. Close to 90,000 resi-
dents would have reportedly been affected by

the decision.
Last year, the Authority board issued a de-

cision banning the renewal of residencies of ex-
pats who are aged 60 years and over and who
hold secondary certificates or lower. The deci-
sion came under fire from MPs and human
rights bodies and activists who demanded the
revoking of the decision.

Opposition MP
Fares Al-Oteibi on
Wednesday targeted
Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Abdullah
Al-Salman with ques-
tions on why he did not
implement the decision
although it was ap-
proved by the Authority
board. Another opposi-
tion MP earlier this

week filed to grill the minister for refusing to
implement the decision and for ordering a
probe into the director of the Authority for “il-
legally issuing the decision”.

Decision affects
nearly 90,000

residents

KUWAIT: This file photo shows a clerk serving a customer at his shop in Souq Mubarakiya in Kuwait City. The photo is
used for illustration purposes only.

Holders of university degrees or higher exempt

Palestinian President
praises Kuwait support
ROME: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas valued the
stance of Kuwait and its people that fully support the
Palestinians and their cause. This came during a meeting
held Wednesday night between President Abbas and
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Azzam Al-Mubarak
Al-Sabah and other Arab ambassadors accredited to the
Vatican on the occasion of his visit to Rome, said a state-
ment by the Kuwaiti embassy. The statement added that
President Abbas expressed his pride in Kuwait’s well-
known and firm stance in support of the Palestinian cause,
which stems from the originality of Kuwait and its Arab
people. Sheikh Azzam stressed Kuwait’s full support to the
Palestinian diplomacy at all international forums to achieve
just and lasting peace through ending Israeli occupation
and the establishment of a Palestinian state in accordance
with the international legitimacy. — KUNA

ROME: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas meets Kuwaiti Ambas-
sador to Italy Sheikh Azzam Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Saudi royal army 
participates in Kuwait’s
Gulf shooting exercise
KUWAIT: Saudi royal forces arrived yesterday to Kuwait through
Nuwaiseeb border crossing and Ali Al-Salem airbase, to participate in the
Gulf shooting exercise 2021, taking place on November 7-18. Kuwaiti and
Saudi land forces are participating in the exercise, in addition to the United
States’ Spartan force, the Kuwaiti Ministry of Defense said in a statement.
It added that the military leadership is keen on organizing such exercises
to reflect efforts made to develop combined military collaboration between
Kuwait and neighboring and friendly countries. The drill aims to boost col-
laboration, coordination and to enhance training levels, and martial readi-
ness. Receiving the participating forces was chief of armed forces
operations within Kuwait’s army Colonel Mohammad Al-Mutairi, and the
drill’s assistant commander Colonel Amer Al-Dousari. — KUNA

Kuwait cancels 32K
residents’ driving
licenses in 10 months
KUWAIT: Kuwait police canceled around 32,000
driving licenses held by residents from the beginning
of January to the end of October 2021 for not meeting
the required conditions or for being obtained illegally,
an interior ministry official said. Meanwhile, authorities
revoked 2,400 licenses from citizens who have mental
or vision impairments, most of whom are males, Head
of Public Relations and Traffic Awareness at the Traffic
Department Colonel Nawaf Al-Hayyan said.

“The Traffic Department is strict in issuing driving
licenses after linking its database with other state de-
partment including Residency Affairs Department,
Public Authority for Manpower and the Public Au-
thority for Disability Affairs,” Hayyan told Al-Rai Ara-
bic daily in a report published yesterday. “This helped
tighten the noose on those who previously received
licenses, some changed their professions or lost one
of the conditions that made them eligible to acquire
a driving license.”

Blocks were placed on resident students who re-
ceived licenses but after finishing their studies, failed to
hand them over as they are required to do. The students
will not be able to renew their residencies or get a work
permits until they hand over the licenses, he explained.

Meanwhile, Hayyan revealed that the number of li-
censes issued to residents from January 1 to October
31, 2021 dropped by around 43 percent compared to
the same period in 2020, as around 41,000 were issued
this year compared to 72,000 last year.

KUWAIT: This handout photo released by Kuwait’s Defense Ministry yesterday shows Saudi
royal forces’ equipment that arrived to Kuwait.


