
ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopian lawmakers yesterday
endorsed a state of emergency after rebels ad-
vanced on the capital, sparking a US warning that
an aid crisis that has already plunged hundreds of
thousands into hunger could worsen further. A
year to the day since Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
deployed troops in the northernmost region of
Tigray, the Tigray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) rebel fighters are now just a few hundred
kilometres from Addis Ababa. Abiy’s government
has been locked in a war for the past year with
the TPLF, which dominated national politics be-
fore he took office in 2018.

The 2019 Nobel Peace laureate promised a
swift victory, but by late June the rebels had re-
taken most of Tigray and expanded into the
neighboring regions of Afar and Amhara. The
TPLF announced late Wednesday it had
reached the town of Kemissie in Ethiopia’s
Amhara region, some 325 kilometers northeast
of the capital. Spokesman Getachew Reda said
the TPLF was working in the area alongside the
Oromo Liberation Army rebel group, which on
Wednesday predicted Addis Ababa could fall in
a matter of weeks.

But a senior official from Washington’s hu-
manitarian arm USAID warned of grave reper-
cussions for Ethiopia’s already acute aid
problems. “We can only assume that any march
towards Addis would spread increased displace-
ment, increased need and increased suffering for
the Ethiopian people,” the official told AFP. “It
would certainly increase the need for humanitar-
ian assistance while also complicating the ability
to provide that assistance.”

The US has called on all parties to cease hos-

tilities, and its top envoy for the Horn of Africa,
Jeffrey Feltman, was due to arrive in Addis Ababa
yesterday for two days of talks promoting peace
and dialogue. On Tuesday Abiy’s cabinet an-
nounced a six-month state of emergency that
would allow authorities to conscript “any military
age citizen who has weapons” and suspend
media outlets accused of supporting the TPLF.

Lawmakers formally approved the measure
yesterday, state-affiliated Fana Broadcasting Cor-
porate reported. The US embassy also announced
yesterday it was authorizing the voluntary depar-
ture of most staff and their families, although no
one is obligated to leave. “Travel to Ethiopia is un-
safe at this time due to the ongoing armed con-
flict. Incidents of civil unrest and ethnic violence
may occur without warning,” said an advisory
posted on the embassy’s website.

Facebook deletes Abiy post
Washington has been among the most vocal

critics of Ethiopia’s conduct of the year-long war
in the country’s north. But despite repeated calls
for an end to violence, militant rhetoric has per-
sisted from both sides. Meta, the parent company
of Facebook, said Wednesday it deleted a post by
Abiy dated Sunday that called for Ethiopians to
“bury” the TPLF. A Meta spokesperson said the
post was removed “for violating our policies
against inciting and supporting violence”. But in a
separate post Wednesday that remains online,
Abiy vowed “to bury this enemy with our blood
and bones and uplift Ethiopia’s dignity”. In Sep-
tember the US State Department condemned a
speech by a prominent Abiy adviser which com-
pared Tigrayan rebels to the Devil and said they

should be “the last of their kind”. 

‘Egregious humanitarian obstruction’ 
Ethiopia’s war has killed thousands and driven

hundreds of thousands of people into famine-like
conditions, according to UN estimates. The East
African bloc IGAD yesterday joined international
calls for a ceasefire, urging the warring parties to
“resolve their differences”. As fighting rages in
Amhara and Afar, conditions in Tigray have dete-
riorated. The region has been under a de facto hu-
manitarian blockade since July, according to the
UN, exacerbating fears of widespread famine.

Abiy’s government has blamed access restric-
tions on TPLF advances into neighboring Afar
and Amhara regions. But yesterday the US official
accused Ethiopia of deliberate obstruction. “We
continue to see perhaps the most egregious hu-
manitarian obstruction in the world affecting
Tigray,” the official said. “Practically no fuel, cash,
medicine or medical supplies have entered in
months, forcing humanitarians to scale back or
halt their programs completely.” The official noted
that no supplies at all have reached Tigray for the
last two weeks, and that needs were also growing
in Amhara and Afar. — AFP 
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ADDIS ABABA: People hold candles and Ethiopian flags during a memorial service for the victims of the Tigray conflict
organized by the city administration, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. — AFP 

Death toll in 
Nigeria high-rise
collapse rises to 36
LAGOS: The death toll from the collapse of a
high-rise building in an upscale area of Nigeria’s
commercial capital Lagos has risen to 36, the
emergency services said yesterday. The cause of
the incident is unknown but building collapses are
tragically common in Africa’s most populous coun-
try, where millions live in dilapidated properties
and construction standards are routinely ignored.

The 21-storey building under construction in
the Ikoyi district of Lagos crumbled on Monday
afternoon, trapping dozens of people working on
the site. “So far, 36 people - 33 males and three
female-have been confirmed dead, while there
were nine survivors,” Femi Oke-Osanyintolu,
general manager of Lagos State Emergency
Management Agency, told AFP.

Distraught families and friends of people

trapped in the rubble have been waiting for days
outside the scene as rescue operations unfold.
The emergency services said Wednesday that 22
bodies had been recovered, but more were found
later in the day. Ibrahim Farinloye of the National
Emergency Management Agency confirmed the
new toll yesterday. He said rescuers “won’t give
up until we reach ground zero”, adding that big-
ger equipment was brought in Tuesday evening
for the operation. The number of people present
on the site at the time of the collapse is still un-
known.

Building collapses happen frequently in
densely populated areas of Lagos, which is home
to some 20 million people. Two other smaller
buildings in Lagos also collapsed on Tuesday fol-
lowing heavy rains, though no one was killed,
Farinloye said. Poor workmanship and materials
and a lack of official oversight are often blamed.
Lagos State Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu said
Wednesday the incident was a “terrible national
disaster”, adding that “mistakes were made”. He
said he was setting up an independent panel to
probe the causes of the collapse and prevent sim-
ilar incidents in the future.—AFP 

German woman
jailed for killing
five of her 
children
FRANKFURT: A German court sentenced a
woman to life in jail yesterday for killing five of
her six children, in a case prosecutors de-
scribed as particularly “malicious”. The 28-
year-old mother, identified only as Christiane
K, was found guilty of drowning or smothering
the children in the bath in September 2020. The
bodies of her three daughters - aged one, two
and three - and two sons aged six and eight
were found lying on their beds, each wrapped
in a towel, at the family flat in the city of Solin-
gen. The woman then attempted suicide by
throwing herself in front of a train at Duessel-
dorf station, but she was rescued and did not

suffer life-threatening injuries.
Her sixth child, a boy who was 11 at the time,

survived the grim ordeal because he was in
school. Prosecutors alleged that the mother
mixed medication into the children’s breakfast
drinks to make them sleepy, before killing them.
They had sought a life term for the “malicious
murders”, saying Christiane K had taken ad-
vantage of her children’s innocence and de-
fenselessness. Judges at the court in Wuppertal
in western Germany said the woman would not
be eligible for parole for 15 years.

Prosecutors said Christiane K acted out of
anger after seeing a photo of her estranged
husband with a new girlfriend. She told him in
an online chat he would never see his children
again, according to prosecutors. Christiane K
had insisted she was innocent and said a
masked man entered the flat and killed the chil-
dren. But investigators found no evidence to
support the claim, and judges dismissed the de-
fense’s request for an acquittal. Court-ap-
pointed psychological experts determined that
the accused could be held criminally responsi-
ble for her actions.— AFP


